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INTRODUCTION

This publication contains “anchor” papers that illustrate the level of writing that is expected of
students starting an entry-level college writing course or entering into the workforce out of high
school. The purpose of identifying these anchors is to clarify the writing expectations for
students entering college or the workforce. The booklet is the result of multiple articulation
sessions between high school faculty, college faculty and private employers on the Big Island
who examined writing samples of high school seniors and college freshmen.

Anchor papers are an essential element in any system of standards because we need to have
examples of what the standards look like in practice, so we can recognize when our students
have reached them. These papers allow us to view concrete examples of what should be learned
and how well it must be demonstrated. The anchor papers that follow include a range of student
work and show the kinds and quality of work that meet standards of both high schools, colleges
and employers. Papers are divided into four categories 1) Acceptable High 2) Acceptable
Medium 3) Acceptable Low - these show the range of acceptable papers, while 4) Not
Acceptable — shows an example of unacceptable writing for Eng 100 or workplace. Criteria and
summaries of the commentary developed by the faculty are included and can help clarify the
reasons behind the categorization of each paper.

Anchor Paper Selection Process

In the Fall of 2005-06, participating students were given common writing prompts and ninety
minutes to write essays. Approximately one-hundred and twenty students participated. Papers
were typed (unedited - no corrections or changes) and “blinded”, so that faculty were unaware of
the writers’ names, grade levels or schools and over the course of three articulation sessions in
Spring 2005-06, eight papers were ultimately selected as anchors. There were three basic
selection phases: nomination, evaluation and justification.

In the NOMINATION phase student work is collected and read holistically. When reading
holistically, overall performance is considered: how well a story is dole (narrative writing), how
well arguments and evidence are presented to convince readers (persuasive writing), and how
well a piece informs or teaches (informational writing). All elements of good writing are
considered (e.g., organization, development of ideas, clarity), but rolled up into one ball. All the
important ingredients of good writing are combined to arrive at an overall, single judgment of
quality. Each paper is read once by a single reader who decides whether to nominate the paper
or not. Decisions are based on descriptions of good writing in the HCPS ifi (benchmarks and
performance indicators) and teachers’ informed knowledge of good writing. Common papers are
seeded into each packet as a validity check (e.g., would all readers nominate the same paper).
Nominated papers move into the second phase.

In the EVALUATION phase, nominated papers are read analytically. The same elements of
good writing are used for both holistic and analytic readings, but in the analytic reading the
elements of good writing are considered separately. Each paper is read and scored by a group of
four to six teachers. The goal of scoring is to apply sound criteria consistently to each paper.
Disagreements are treated as opportunities to clarify understandings of good writing.
Discussions lead to common agreement of what quality writing looks like.
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In the JUSTIFICATION phase, final papers are revisited and selected. Teachers review the final
selections with consideration given to the following:

• The balance between strengths and problems and whether strengths outweigh
problems

• The consistency and fairness of the scoring process
• Teachers’ professional judgment about what students should be able to do at a

particular stage of development

This process is repeated three times, then final selections are made and papers are justified.
Commentaries are written for each anchor, so teachers can understand what makes the paper an
anchor. A defensible explanation must be made to readers. (The commentaries in this
publication also include teachers’ thoughts about revision and implications for instruction.)

There are no easy answers or quick fixes to improving student performance, but our students
deserve our best effort so they will be prepared to meet the literacy demands of the future. That
effort includes having skilled teachers, adequate resources, and articulated curriculum and
assessments, and a set of clear standards that include anchors of student work that show how
good is good enough. Although standards identify what is essential for students to learn,
standards do not describe the kind and quality of work that meets these standards. Anchors make
explicit what “quality” means. This publication can serve as a useful tool for articulating
expectations with students, colleagues, employers and parents. It can be used it to start local
conversations about quality and school-level selections of anchors.
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THESIS
• The thesis is clear from the beginning; there is an obvious statement of the controlling
idea

• The essay stays focused on the thesis throughout
• The essay has purpose; the writer avoids stream of consciousness or free association
(i.e. the impression that ideas are being randomly added to essay as the thought occurs)

DEVELOPMENT AND SUPPORT
• Generalizations are supported by specific details/examples.
• The writer is able to relate external examples/ideas and personal experiences back to
the prompt in a reasonable and logical manner

• The writer demonstrates higher order thinking (i.e. self-analysis) but may not be able to
sustain that level of analysis and reasoning towards the end of the piece

ORGANIZATION (Logical structure)
—. There is a basic but clear introduction, body, conclusion.
• Like ideas are clearly/overtly grouped into paragraphs; paragraphs make a point and
support it

• Sequencing of paragraphs is clear/overt
• The essay shows some evidence of logical thinking and the ability to establish in
writing a coherent explanation of this logical reasoning. For example,

o the ability to use conventional mode(s) of writing to explain the main idea
o clear logic in progression of ideas from paragraph to paragraph
o clear logic in progression of ideas within paragraphs

VOICE AND STYLE
• The writer’s voice is consistent and appropriate (i.e. an academic tone, not informal
spoken language)

• The reader can detect the “person” behind the writing; there is an authentic human
] :

GUM (Grammar I Usage I Mechanics)
] • Word usage is basically correct (may have a few errors in homonyms, contractions,

prepositions, etc.)
] • Sentences are understandable

• The writer shows basic grammatical competence, based on:
o number of errors (not in every sentence)

j o severity of errors and how correctable they are (comma splices, fragments
are more “fixable” than verb form errors)

• Errors in grammar/usage/mechanics do not distract the reader’s attention and make the
reader switch focus

]
]
] CRITERIA

(for Papers Minimally Passing into English 100 with No Remediation)

]

3

voice
There is some variation in sentence structure
Word choice is appropriate and understandable
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I
QUESTION PROMPTS

Prompt #1

George Orwell, in “Shooting an Elephant,” says that sometimes in order to establish our
position within a community, we play certain roles which are determined by what we believe
others expect of us. By doing this, however, we risk losing what is most authentic about us. We
“wear a mask, and [our] face grows to fit it.”

Using examples from your own experience (including books, movies, etc.) write an essay
in which you explain whether or not Orwell’s observations are accurate.

Prompt #2

Lee Salk, a child psychologist, said, “Young people will imitate the behavior to which
they are exposed. Studies have shown that violence on television, in action dramas, and even in
cartoons such as The Road Runner, encourages them to act violently. We as adults need to step
in and censor the violent images that are available for young people to see.”

Decide whether or not you agree with Salk. Then write an essay in which you describe
and defend your position. Your defense may include references to events in history, examples
from literature, film and television, and your own experiences.

Prompt #3

Aaron Sorkin once wrote, “In this country [America] it is not only permissible to
question our leaders, it is our responsibility.” Think about leaders (e.g. community, school,
political, religious, military, etc.) that you know or have read about. Do people have a
responsibility to question the actions and decisions these people make as leaders?

Write an essay in response to Sorkin’s quotation that describes and defends your position.
Your defense may include references to events in history, examples from literature, film and
television, and your own experiences.

Prompt #4

Our society is overly materialistic. We center our lives on acquiring material possessions
at the expense of traditional values such as family and education

Argue whether or not this is a valid observation. Support your argument with specific
evidence from your own experience, observations, and/or reading.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ACCOMPANYiNG ALL PROMPTS:

• Completed essay should be at least two lined pages long or longer
• Write only on one side of the lined paper
• Do not skip lines
• Print legibly in blue or black ink
• You may write in the “I” voice if the question permits
• You may use the question sheet for note taking
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1-ACCEPTABLE - High
As a performer and a person I find George Orwell’s statement that we “wear a mask, and

[our] face grows to fit it”, all too true. Orwell’s observations are, unfortunately quite accurate of
modern society. The mask itself can symbolize heightened emotion, secrecy, concealment, and
numerous other devices. At times I find myself consciously placing a mask over my personality to
adopt the persona of another person: the character I play on the stage. Yet more frequently I find
myself donning a mask as I go about my daily routine. The standards of both modern theater and
modern society has forced upon me a mask through which to portray who I am, and, over time, I find
this mask is who I have become.

The mask is an object used throughout the ancient history of theater. Originally used simply
to more effectively portray emotion to an audience, the most familiar is example is probably the
Tragedy and Comedy masks associated with theatrical performance. Over time physical masks range
from a means to conceal and shed intrigue on an individual, such as seen in Weber’s “Cats” or, more
recently, Stephen Schwautz’s “Wicked.” Through the use of makeup, false appendages, and props,
including masks and sets or lighting, one suspends reality and creates a false image that, ideally
tricks the audience into believing what the witness is real.

As an active and passionate performer I choose to wear a mask on a regular basis. From an
ambivalent Cinderella in Sondheim’s “Into the Woods”, to the Cynical Cupricia in Theube’s “Many
Moons”, to a male pirate named “Cookson” in J.M. Barnie’s “Peter Pan”, my goal is to make people
believe I am someone else. One might say I am trying to force people to judge me in a specific way.
I constantly strive for believability through some form of mask. Sometimes the mask is physical, for
example a clown-painted player in “Pippin”, but more often the mask is emotional, like portaying a
self-concerned racist in “Twelve Angry Men”. Whatever mask I put on for the stage, I am forced to
compromise, if not temporarily abandon, what might be viewed as “my authenticity.” It would be
fairly accurate to assume that the theater is truly learning to be what you aren’t.

The personal masks we wear, however, are about learning to be what we are. Society uses
media, celebrities, and most importantly fear to convince people they are simply not good enough or
that they could always be “better.” The issue of “fitting in” is possibly the most important issue if
attending high school. Rumors and reputations are the basis of how many
teenagers are viewed by others and themselves. The façade used by teenagers to conceal things like
depression, abuse, and suicide has become a growing concern. The drive to appear normal
is coming at a much higher cost. We all fall into some sort of stereotype. For me, it was that of the
“Drama Queen.” All too often I’ve had to defend myself against accusations that I live in a world of
fantasy or wish to perform so that I don’t have to get a “real job.” I know these things are not true,
but people consider me lofty, over-dramatic, foolish, childish, and at best, talented simply because
they know I am a performer. Playing into that stereotype, even in minimum, is still a part of my
“everyday role” as a teenager. Even now as a college student I realize I wear the same mask during
classes. There is a risk of being lost in the crowd. Even individuals become grouped together. The
trick is finding the mask that fits me, as opposed to the theater where I mold to fit the mask.
Sometimes you have to learn what you aren’t before you learn what you are.

Society forces us to choose from thousands of masks each day. Some, like myself, choose to
wear additional masks to guide us in the quest for learning how to show the world who we are
without needing one. In theater and life, there have always been masks. They, themselves, are
eternal. I wear a mask as a performer and a person because of the influence of society. The trick is
finding the one that fits me.
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COMMENTARY
1-Acceptable — High
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] The writer responded to the prompt by writing an essay that has a clear and assertive

purpose, provides sophisticated internal and external evidence, and demonstrates adept use of the
] language.

The thesis statement specifically responds to the prompt and embeds within the thesis a
] key word from the prompt. The thesis reflects the writer’s attempt to respond to the prompt
1 without parroting the prompt itself. The thesis also avoids simply agreeing or not agreeing with
-, the position stated in the prompt. The thesis also previews the writer’s intent to discuss the

reasoning for the writer’s position with mature insight.
The development and support of this essay reflect the writer’s ability to provide

] explanations and examples that include internal and external evidence that is described,
analyzed, and reflected back to the prompt. The explanations reflect the writer’s ability to

I critically analyze and discuss the prompt. Examples provided to support the explanations are

] often sophisticated and unexpected. The writer avoids merely restating the prompt, writing in
cliches, and making generalizations. The logic of the essay is purposeful and insightful.

The organization of this essay extends beyond the standard five-paragraph essay. The
writer uses a strategic pattern of organization with deliberate intent to fulfill the purpose of the

] paper. Transitions far exceed formulaic words and phrases. -

The writer accurately identifies and selects an appropriate voice for the essay’s purpose.
The word choice is precise, fluent, and sophisticated. The language reflects mature thinking
through a complex variety of sentences. The writer conveys emotional appeal that captures and
holds the reader’s interest throughout.

There are few errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics, indicating strong ability.
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2-ACCEPTABLE - Medium
Within the country of the United States, as well as every other nation in the world, it is

immensely important to pay close attention to our leaders. Not only their teachings, words and
actions, but also the motives behind what is being done. Aaron Sorkin was very correct in
saying that it is our duty to question our leaders. In order for any society to enjoy prosperity and
longevity, care must be taken to avoid the corruption of power. This can be seen through past
examples, and in the modem era it is becoming more and more important to question our leaders.

All leaders are simple human beings just like anyone else. No one is perfect, and all men
and women are prone to making mistakes. Not only that, leaders are just as apt to succumb to
temptation and desire as the next person. The saying “power corrupts” is a very true reality.
Leaders are often deifical, or made into gods by their people. Those same people come to
believe everything a leader says or does. The fact of the matter is, politicians, religious leaders
and any other person in a position of power, often start out fine, and then, whether on purpose or
not become tainted or corrupt. It is natural for people to want to lead, but in order to keep that
desire in check, the people who are being lead must question those higher up. The drive to be a
powerful figure within society may become unhealthy.

Numerous instances throughout history have proven this to be true. An obvious example
is the Nazi party and Hitler. When he was elected as chancellor in Germany, he was
widespreadly liked and looked up to. This caused the people to simply go along with him, to
trust his decisions. This lead to much conflict and a tragic catastrophe that could potentially
have been foreseen if Hitler were not simply believed out of habit. Arguable, George W. Bush is
simply allowed to do as he pleases because people didn’t question him in the beginning. The
general American Public (the majority it would seem) supported his decision to invade Iraq.
Now, three years later, we are still there, and not making any headway. When leaders are not
questioned, it leads to awful events like the kool-aide cult when many perfectly normal people
ended their lives at the request of the leader. Questioning in the very basis on which our country
was found. When conditions in Europe were not favorable, those who questioned policy crossed
the Atlantic and started a new life. The cultural revolution of the 60’s in which governmental
leaders were questioned seems to have lost much of its grip today.

It is hard to believe that the attitude of questioning should be dwindling today, at a time
when it is most needed. In today’s society, especially with rapidly advancing technology, it is
easier than ever to have the wool pulled over your eyes. The mainstream media makes it
incredibly feasible to reach huge numbers of people. Whatever is seen in the media becomes
regarded as fact. It doesn’t matter if the information is actually true or not, it was on the news!
This makes it quite simple to change, distort, or warp images and perceptions of people.
Unfortunately, the media is manipulated to where it is often biased or even downright false.
People in society need someone to follow, someone to look up to, and they simply go along with
it, like sheep. In this day and age of “media-mania” it is very easy to be deceived. For that
reason it is especially important to question leaders.

It’s quite easy to see how someone can become corrupted through power, and it is also
very simple to find historical examples in which a group of people failed to question the motives
of those in power, and this lead to catastrophic events, societal problems, and even tyranny.
When Aaron Sorkin stated “it is not only permissible to question our leaders, it is our
responsibility”, he hit on a very important concept, especially today. It is extremely important
for the well being of a society to think about the why and the what of the people we follow.
Many great minds throughout history have questioned everything, why shouldn’t we as well?

9



COMMENTARY

1 2-Acceptable — Medium

The thesis is clearly stated and goes beyond a simple yes/no stance. The thesis is also
1 referred to/referenced and developed throughout the piece.

Specific, relevant examples are evident and there is an attempt to relate these various
1 examples from beyond personal knowledge/expertise. However, examples are “bunched up”
- randomly at the end of the third paragraph and not thoroughly explained.

There is a clear progression of ideas from why a problem exists to explain the importance
of questioning.

A strong assertive voice is evident from the onset.
There are a few errors and some awkward wording but they do not detract from the

overall effect.

1
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I
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I
I 3-ACCEPTABLE - Medium

I
] “Beep! Beep!” The famous line of the notorious Roadrunner, when trying to escape the

trick of Willey Coyote in the television classic The Road Runner. According to child
] psychologist Lee Salk, “Studies have shown that violence on television, in action dramas, and

even in cartoons such as The Road Runner, encourages them to act violently.” Violence on
I television impacts the behavior of young children causing them to; act out in violence, recieve
1 mixed messages, and learn bad behaviors. As adults we have the responsibility to step in and
- censor the violent images seen on television and put a stop to this socially unaccaptable behavior.
] Over the Last five to ten years there has been a significant growth in the violence

portrayed on television. Due to my experience over the last six years working as a nanny, I have
seen first hand just how violent television has become. Power Rangers, X-men, and WWF are
just to name a few of an abundant list of shows that give children the idea that not all living

I creatures are good and that violent actions are the answer to confrontations. In the case of The
1 Road Runner, I feel that the violence seen in this particular cartoon is minor in comparison to the
1 most rescent era of cartoons.

A classic example, and most easily understood, is an episode of The Simpsons. In this
episode the baby in the family, Maggie, is watching violent cartoons. She sees a cat hit a mouse
over the head with a mallet and then goes and hits her Father over the head, just as she had seen.
This continues for a number of days, each day a different violent act upon her father until finally
her mother wonders, “Where is she learning all of this?” They come tot he conclusion, after
watching cartoons with Maggie, that it was caused by television. This was just one of many
episodes where the writers of The Simpsons addressed violence on T.V. Another episode was
when the mother, Marge, protested the company producing violent television cartoons. Both
episodes displayed just how impressionable children are and how they cannot distinguish the
difference between real life and make believe.

A few years back there was a tragic situation that proved children cannot distinguish this
difference. Two young brothers, who enjoyed watching WWF, were wrestling and practicing the
moves seen on television. Unfortunately the younger of the two boys died, being killed by
accident by his own brother. The boys did not understand that WWF is not real. The oldest
brother obviously did not know the power of his own strength. It was the responsibility of the
parents to educate their children about what is seen on T.V. and if that is not done then the
networks need to do more to change the violence problem.

One way networks have tried to lesson thier responsibility is by providing T.V. shows
with ratings. This is a step in the right direction but it is not enough because parents don’t seem
to be using these ratings to thier advantage. Something needs to be done, a law passed on what
types of violence are necessary, if any. Society needs to stop being numb to this rapidly growing
issue and put a stop to it.

11



COMMENTARY
3-Acceptable — Medium

This essay is a solid medium because it meets all the basic criteria for acceptance.
First, the essay responds directly to the question prompt and takes a position which is

clearly expressed in a direct thesis statement. The essay stays focused on the thesis from
beginning to end.

Second, the essay uses effective examples to support and develop the thesis ideas.
Examples are drawn from internet and external sources and are interpreted effectively.
Paragraphs are fairly unified and coherent, each developing and illustrating a distinct point.

Third, the essay is clearly organized, with standard essay structure: introduction, body,
and conclusion. The essay has a logical progression of ideas, building from general to specific,
and from less to more serious. Within some of the paragraphs (third and fourth) some of the
sentences could be reordered or even eliminated, but overall, the structure and progressions are
logical.

Fourth, the essay demonstrates grammatical and mechanical competence, with just minor
errors. The writer uses transitions and good word choice, with clear sentence structure, and a
strong mature voice emerges, with clear control over the subject matter.

Finally, if this writer had had more time to revise, the areas for attention would be
refining sentence structure and mechanics, tightening paragraph unity and coherence, and
strengthening the conclusion. Then this essay might move into the “high “ category.

I
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4-ACCEPTABLE - Medium

There are many factors that play a role in the way juveniles behave. It is unfair to say
that cartoons portraying violence are responsible or even encourage children to act violently.
Television is just one of the many external factors that have an impact on the choices made by

] juveniles. There are also sociological and biological factors that have a role in juvenile
delinquency. Simply censoring violent images that children are exposed to on television cannot

] prevent or even discourage violent acts committed by youth.
External factors play the biggest role in juvenile delinquency, and compared to biological

and sociological factors, they are the easiest to control. The family of a child has, by far, the
] greatest impact on this child. Not only is it the responsibility and duty of the family to love and

nurture this child, but also to instill good values and the ability to determine right from wrong in
] him or her. By being able to control their own anger and out bursts, as well as teach problem

solving skills, the family has the capability to set a good example for the youth. If a child knows] that not everything he or she sees on TV is not real and it is wrong to conduct themselves in a

] violent manner, what they watch should have no impact on the way they behave.
The environment in which a child is raised, along with the people he or she associates

] with also play a big part in the decisions the child will make. A child raised in an economically
challenged community where racism and violence are accepted will more than likely be led to

] believe fighting and other violent acts are just another part of life. This child may have never
1 been exposed to violent cartoons or even television at all, and still act out violently.
1 Another reason for violent behavior among children is sociological and biological factors.

These may include mental or phisical disorders, maturity levels or something as simple as birth
order (first born, middle child, etc.) of the youth. These factors are very hard if not impossible to
control.

Although child psychologist Lee Salk says “Studies have shown that violence on
television, in action dramas, and even in cartoons such as The Road runner encourages them to
act violently.”, I disagree. I feel that other external, biological and sociological factors play a
much larger role in decisions made by a child then what is seen on TV. Youth have the ability to
to choose whom they associate with, the activities they participate in and have the opportunity to
learn from their families. Therefore it is fairly safe to say that each and every youth has the
ability to be non-violent, law-abiding citizens, regardless of the violence they may or may not
have seen on television.

I

I
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COMMENTARY
4-Acceptable — Medium

The cluster of positive characteristics that emerged from the comments of multiple
readers included “strong thesis” or “clear claim for thesis” or simply “thesis,” “logical,” “good

] reasoning”; and “good GUM (grammar, usage, mechanics)” or “strong GUM.” These three
basic ingredients—strong thesis, tight logic, and good GUM—provided enough solidity for a

1 clear “acceptable” ranking. What moved this essay into the more noble (!) territory of “medium”
were assets such as “sophisticated word choice,” “strong voice,” “intelligent,” “thinking outside

-‘ the typical box,” and “offers alternatives to either/or.”
The final sentence of the second paragraph is just one example of the sophisticated logic

this writer is comfortable employing. The first sentence of the same paragraph exemplifies the
writer’s overall confidence with complex thoughts and sentence structure. The thesis itself
indicates a willingness to “think” rather than “react”—that is, the writer clearly understands the
complexity of the topic, and is not just spouting off an uninformed opinion.

Taken together, these examples of reader comments indicate reader appreciation of—
even respect for—those elements of writing that reflect a degree of critical thinking and
intellectual autonomy.

However, the paper fails to earn a “high” accept due to the logical flow in the final two
sentences, which contradict the claims in the third and fourth paragraphs, and because of the
writer’s failure to back up his/her claims with specific examples.

j
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5-ACCEPTABLE - Low

Over the last centry Americians have become grosly overly materialistic. The sizes of
our homes and cares have grown while our children fall through the cracks of our education
system. No longer are we taught to honor our parents, but to ask whats next. Children feel that
they are entitled to the same material items as their parents. Today the infection of materialism
has taken over the strong family values that used to be prominent and replaced them with cars
and houses.

The typical Americian home today is very large and the cars very expensive. Families
have become preoccupied with an unrealistic lifestyle, rather than their children. The parents
work longer hours to afford the expensive lifestyle to which they have become accostomed, and
the children are becoming less connected to them. The report cards go unchecked, along with
the homework. The children are raised by each other, creating ten year olds that have all the
responsibilities of a twenty year old, leading to a feeling of entitlement of the lavish lifestyle that
their parents have.

Parents are so busy trying to afford a BMW’s that there is no time to monitor their
children. The children become so attention starved that they either become perfectionists in
order to receive some type of recognition, or they become criminals just so their parents will
notice them. It is also becoming more and more common for parents to send children to
expensive private schools, leading to less hands on time with them. This creates an even larger
void between parent and child.

The parents in todays society are so focused on jobs that they forget how to parent. They
become friends with their children having no boundaries or rules which leads to little or no
respect for the parent. The children stop looking at parents as parents and start looking at them
as friends. Because of this the children have very little or no guidance.

I feel that the media plays av very large role in the downfall of the Americian family.
They fill our head with dreams of an unrealistic lifestyle filled with unreasonable expectations of
each other. We are leaving behind our families for money, jobs and cars. We are teaching our

V children to judge their self worth on the size of their bank accounts and homes.
The people that really lose are our children. If our society continues on this way what

will theybecome. We are robing our children of the chance to become healthy adults with
families. At the end of the day we all need to ask ourselves if money and cars are really worth
our families, because sadly that is what it is coming down to.

I

I

I
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COMMENTARY
5-Acceptable — Low

This paper addresses the prompt with a clear, adequate thesis. hut focus and unity are
weak.

The main points that supporl the thesis have merit hut are redundant. Supporting
examples are general. with no specific external or internal evidence or interpretive analysis.
Also. the suppoil is weakened by overgenerahzations and fallacies in logic, like the claim that
ten- ear-olds have all the responsibilities of adults and therefore feel “entitlement of a lavish
lifestyle.”

Although the ideas are grouped into paragraphs. the ideas within each paragraph arc
redundant and overlap each other.

The writer’s voice is consistent and appropriate.
Numerous spelling erroi-s and misplaced modifiers demonstrate weak control of

grammar/usage/mechanics.

I
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6-ACCEPTABLE — Low

Yes, our society today is overly materialistic. Our lives are centered around acquiring
material possessions and we tend to neglect our families. People are obsessed with owning
material possessions, instead of focusing on traditional family values. Our families suffer,
because our priorities are not what they should be; three ways that we neglect our families, are
by working at more than one job, lack of time to help our children with their education and we
do not sit down together as a family to have dinner.

First of all, in order for us to acquire the material possessions, we need to work at more
than one job. I know a family who adopted three children that they love, but they spend most of
their lives at work. They want to be able to shower these children with the new high tech
material possessions of the times. Due to this dilemma, the children, as well as the parents are
neglected. They do not have quality time to spend with each other.

The next issue is the lack of helping our children with their educationlhomework.
Because we spend so much time outside of the home making money, our children suffer with
their education. Parents do not have the time to help their children with homework, or to be
involved with their schools. They depend on the late afternoon programs such as “A plus” to
care for and help the children with their homework.

The last issue of negligence is we do not sit down as a family and have dinner together.
Todays families are not able to do this, because we have one parent that may have to work a
night shift and is unable to be at home for dinner. Sometimes, both parents work in] encompassing jobs, and the children may be left alone and have to fend for themselves.

] Hopefully, they are old enough to do so. It is difficult for the family unit to live a traditional
lifestyle when everyone is on a different schedule. Family values are not taught.

] In conclusion, we need to keep our focus on our family values, as well as our childrens
education. Our children are being neglected by parents who mean well by trying to acquire that

] new car, the high tech games, computer or name brand clothes. In the end, the family unit does
not have the much needed nurturing and the quality time that should be in the home. Material

- possessions will come and go, but a family, is for a lifetime.

j
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COMMENTARY
6-Acceptable—Low

The paper addresses the topic and there is a clear thesis.
The writer uses examples as main points and does not provide interpretive analysis. The

I examples may be relevant, but they are lack specificity. The unity of ideas is adequate.
The paper is organized around a basic, formulaic five-paragraph structure with simpleI transitions (e.g. “first,” “next,” last”). The main points are indistinct and difficult to

differentiate; the examples are interchangeable.
The writer’s style is concise with simple sentence structures.
The writing has some comma errors and awkward phrasing, such as “suffer with

education.”

I
I
I
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I
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I
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7-ACCEPTABLE - Low

Aaron Sorkin was onto something. He once wrote, “In this country [America] it is not
only permissible to question our leaders, it is our responsibility.” This quote was not only a
strong personal opinion it was useful advice to the citizens of America. It is important for
citizens of a country, state, community, jail, etc. to be concious of their leaders’ motives, plans,
and beliefs, because in a way leaders control the environment in which their followers live.

The example I’m using to support my opinion would be America’s political structure.
America was founded a democratic society in which the citizens would learn about their leaders
and then elect them based on how well the leaders connected with then, the citizens. The people
of America must still question their politicians in order to find a candidate they deem worthy to
fill a specific position. If a citizen knows nothing of current politicians, he or she would be lost
in who to support. For this reason, people must take the initiative to question their leaders
motives.

In America, both the citizens and their leaders have responsibility to each other. The
people must know of their leaders plans, and the leaders must follow through on their plans for
the citizens. It is a popular stereotype given to politicians, that they’re “two-faced” or unfaithful
to their promises. The followers of leaders must thoroughly understand the plan of action
because they, the citizen followers, are involved in the plan. This is another reason that the
people must question their leaders, they are directly involved in the plans their politicians create
for them.

America has always had a controversy in the political system, with the mix of religion
and politic and how they affect the loyalty of followers. Even though one of the amendments
states a freedom of religion, some people are still condemned for believing something other than
their leader. It is crucial to question if a leader is promoting a religion to gather followers or
simply faithful to the religion. This is a final reason people must question their leaders, they
must know the root of the beliefs of the people, politicians, they will obey.

It is crucial for people loyal to anything to question the motives, plans, and beliefs of the
system, because it dictates the people’s daily lives. The leaders control the society in which their
people thrive, so the people have a responsibility to make sure their leaders will support and
benefit them in the best way. After all, leaders are only such because of the people that follow
them.
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COMMENTARY
7-Acceptable—Low

In this paper, the thesis is present but not clear.
The writer develops the thesis with some support, but the support is not complete or

specific. Because of a reliance on generalizations, the ideas are under-developed. The paper
lacks original thought and is repetitious or unclear in parts.

There is an organizational pattern but it is undeveloped with minimal use of transitions.
Some parts are strong while others are left unfinished with no follow-through or connection from
one idea to the next.

The writer’s voice is consistent and appropriate.
The writer shows basic grammatical competence. Sentence structures are basic and there

are minimal spelling and punctuation errors.
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8-NOT ACCEPTABLE

1 In “Shooting an Elephant,” George Orwell stated a few things that I had to agree with.
He says that sometimes in order to establish our position within a community, we play certain

I roles which are determined by what we believe others expect of us. This pattern can only have a
very negative outcome. If people continue to conform themselves to the image norms of society,

] they will lose the authenticity of their character. He also states that we “wear a mask, and [our]
face grows to fit it.” If we continue to grow by others expectations, there will be a “point of no
return.” We will soon forget about who we really are and what we really want to become
completely.

Many examples can be found in the lives of young adults. From sex to fashion there are
] so many fads and trends that change like traffic lights. The media is elimaniting more and more

morals every day. This age group has lost all knowledge of what is right and wrong by being
lured in by the changed norms. What was almost taboo a few generations ago, is now being

] advertised and executed.
Sex and pregnancy in the teen generation is on the rise. Did no one see this coming? Sex

is being advertise through everything. These two things are happening so often that its becoming
a norm. This will just lead more and more young people to think its o.k. “Everyone’s doing it”

] may not be said out loud anymore, but everyones actions are shouting it loud and clear.
Social class is something we’re put in by numbers. I highly doubt that the majority of

people know these numbers. I believe that we judge others based on a variety of things. We all
] want to fit the image that is accepted by the highest class. Whether its our car or our childrens

grades, it’s not what we want but its what we think is expected of us. If we can’t be true to
] ourselves, how can we expect the next generation to do so. This is a horrible pattern all created

by need to be accepted. Everyone is affected all over the world.
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8-COMMENTARY
Not Acceptable

The writer attempts to address the topic and takes a position, but is unable to focus in on
a clear thesis.

The supporting ideas are not logically connected to a thesis. In addition, the support is
inadequate and not specific. The writer provides blanket generalizations with no explanation of
the point being made, so it is difficult for the reader to see connections from one idea to the next.
For example, in the second paragraph, the writer jumps from fads and trends to the media
eliminating morals with no explanation.

The writer lacks clear transitions from idea to idea and from paragraph to paragraph.
Within paragraphs, the topic switches as ideas are randomly added as the thought occurs.
Between paragraphs, it is difficult to see the logical progression. For example, the writer jumps
from the prevalence of sex and pregnancy in the third paragraph to social class in the fourth.

The word choice lacks precision and there are word form and/or word choice problems.
]
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