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Sentence Types Uno  
This game is based on the card game Uno. Teachers can use sentences from class readings or 
create their own sentences to suit the students’ level. I have written very easy sentences for my 
lowest level class, and I have also used sentences from a “This I Believe” (NPR) essay.  
 
Creating the cards 
Make enough decks for students to play in groups of 4-6 students. Each deck has a total of 24 
cards. You can use colored cards or stickers to designate six colors. For example, I have four 
blue cards, four yellow cards, four orange cards, four pink cards, four red cards, and four green 
cards.  
 
Each color category needs one of each sentence type: 
One blue card has a simple sentence: Jerica’s goal is to become a nurse in the maternity ward. 
One blue card has a complex sentence: Since I lost 20 pounds, I have gone on a shopping spree 
to buy new clothes. 
One blue card has a compound sentence: Kerri’s kids give me a headache, so I stopped hanging 
out with her.  
One blue card has a compound-complex sentence: Swimming is an amazing sport, but I hate 
swimming because it ruins my hair.  
 
You will end up with six simple sentences, six complex sentences, six compound sentences, and 
six compound-complex sentences, each associated with a different color.  
 
Playing the game 

1. Student A distributes the cards.  
2. Student A places down a card and says “Blue Complex.” Student A must then explain the 

card: “Since I lost 20 pounds, I have gone on a shopping spree. This is a complex 
sentence because it has a dependent clause followed by an independent clause. Since is a 
dependent word. I is the subject and lost is the verb in the dependent clause. I is the 
subject and have gone is the verb in the independent clause. Do you all agree?” 

3. Every student must agree. If there is disagreement, students should try to persuade each 
other of the correct answer. If students cannot agree, they may call the teacher to referee.  

4. Once all students agree, Student B can then play either a blue card of any type or a 
complex card of any color. Student B must explain the card, and everyone must agree. It 
is best if Student B places her card on top of Student A’s card, creating one neat pile. 

5. Student C follows and so on, matching either color or type. 
6. A student may have to “Pass” if he or she does not have a card that matches either the 

color or type.  
7. The student who finishes first wins.  

 
The real point of this game is to have students explain the sentence types to each other. On 
occasion, I have had a group that does not explain the cards well; everyone just agrees. They 
finish quickly. I then ask them to arrange the cards evenly in piles according to the type. This 
turns out to be a very challenging activity! As they struggle to group the sentences correctly, they 
realize that they played the game incorrectly and missed the whole point.  
 
When students call me over to settle an argument, I do not give the answer. I ask questions to 
walk them through the sentence: What is the subject and verb? Do you see any words from your 
dependent word list? What kind of clause is that?  
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Examples of sentences I have used for sentence type activities at three different levels: 
 
Easy 
Simple: All of Janine’s students studied diligently. 
Complex: While I stood in line to see Eclipse, my best friend ran to Long’s to buy us snacks to 
sneak into the theater.  
Compound: Giggling like little girls, my best friend and I painted each other’s toenails, and we 
stayed up all night telling secrets. 
Compound-complex: After I baked six dozen red velvet cupcakes, my sister cancelled her party, 
and I screamed. 
 
Medium 
Simple: I loved the sound of the quarters against the metal collection box at the door. 
Complex: Riding the bus, I become more accepting of other people because I am forced to see 
that we are all in this together. 
Compound: Later in life, I accepted a job at a software company 15 miles outside the city, and 
during my commutes, I became more aware of the negative impact of car culture: pollution, 
sprawl, isolation, and fatalities. 
Compound-complex: When I was in third grade, I started riding the bus alone, but I believed that 
I would own a car when I grew up. 
(Sentences are from Carla Saulter’s “Bus Chick Manifesto.”) 
 
Hard 
Simple: Liberation is a praxis: the action and reflection of men and women upon their world in 
order to transform it. 
Complex: The teacher talks about reality as if it were motionless, static, compartmentalized, and 
predictable. 
Compound: Oppression—overwhelming control—is necrophilic; it is nourished by love of death, 
not life. 
Compound-complex: The teacher’s task is to organize a process which already occurs 
spontaneously, to “fill” the students by making deposits of information which he or she considers 
to constitute true knowledge, and since people “receive” the world as passive entities, education 
should make them more passive still, and adapt them to the world. 
(Sentences are from Paulo Freire’s Pedagogy of the Oppressed.)  
 
Extending the Lesson 
 
Quick Review: We often spend the first 5-15 minutes of class identifying 3-5 sentences from 
something we recently read or something that was assigned for that day. Going over these 
sentences also provides an opportunity for students to ask other grammar questions. Sometimes I 
give them incorrect sentences mixed in with the correct sentences, and they tell me how to fix the 
sentences to create correct types.  
 
Peer Review: When we have peer review that focuses on sentences and editing, students identify 
the most commonly used sentence type in the paper under question.  
 
Conferences: Sometimes I work with students individually to help them see what type of 
sentence they most commonly use. We may also revise confusing sentences by rewriting them 
into simple sentences and recombining them into a more manageable sentence.  
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SIMPLE SENTENCE 
A simple sentence has one independent clause (subject, verb, and complete thought). It can also 
have any number of phrases attached to it.  
 
Examples: Donald loves music. 

    Alone in his room all night, Donald listens to music. 

    Forgetting all his problems, Donald cranks up his favorite song. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMPLEX SENTENCE 
A complex sentence has one independent clause (subject, verb, and complete thought) and at 
least one dependent clause (subject and verb). It can have multiple dependent clauses. It can have 
any number of phrases attached to it. 
 
Examples: When Donald listens to music, he turns the volume up. 

    Donald turns the volume up when he listens to music. 

    Donald loved the new CD that his friend had given him. 
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COMPOUND SENTENCE 
A compound sentence has two independent clauses that are correctly joined together. It can have 
any number of phrases attached to it. 
 
Examples: Donald loves loud music, but his neighbors love silence. 

     Donald’s wife hates loud music, so she bought him headphones. 

     Donald enjoys playing music; however, he does not have the time. 

 
 

    
     COMMA + JOINING WORD 
 

         SEMICOLON 
 

SEMICOLON + TRANSITIONAL WORD 
 

 
 
COMPOUND-COMPLEX SENTENCE 
A compound-complex sentence has two independent clauses and at least one dependent clause. It 
can have multiple dependent clauses. It can have any number of phrases attached to it. 
 
Examples: When Donald listens to music, he turns the volume up, and the neighbors  

complain. 

Donald turns the volume up when he listens to music, but he turns the volume off when  

he watches TV. 

Donald loved the new CD that his friend had given him, so he sent a long thank you  

letter. 

Although Donald loves music, he hates crowds, so he never goes to concerts. 

 
 


