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I keep wanting to do this sort of
thing in JavaScript:

create an array:
var list = [“dog”, “fish”, “cat”]

remove “fish”
list = [“dog”, “cat”]

but NOT
list = [“dog”,undefined, “cat”]

…and I keep forgetting how to do it
(I must have done this at least three times this

year already…)



Well, what would you do?



I use Google!







Software development is often a
process of:

• Try it
• It Doesn’t Work
• Get annoyed
• Make coffee
• Google
• Copy+Paste
• Works!



Or sometimes

• Try it
• It doesn’t work
• Google…nothing there
• Read the documentation…its rubbish
• Struggle on until by 4am you finally crack it

by trial and error
• Write blog post so no-one else has to

suffer what you just went through





The point is…

• Everyone gets stuck
• No-one has all the answers
• We’re all a lot smarter when we work together

even when we are solving our own
problems*

* sometimes when we talk about this we say things “scratching
our own itch”, but that does sound kind of gross, especially
when we get into things like open development, which basically
comes across like we’re a bunch of monkeys picking fleas off
each other



Scale that up…

… and you get open source software
projects

… which is where we try to solve bigger
problems together but still for our own
benefit



Open source projects for…

• Code libraries!
• Servers!
• Games! (& level editors etc

for commercial games!)

• System utils!
• Hobby apps! (guitar tab apps,

cross-stitching you name it…)

• Web application
frameworks

• Databases!
• Operating systems!
• Mobile devices!
• Hardware drivers!
• Music software!
• Content editors!
• Blogs!
• Wikis!
• Social networks!

You can probably find something you care about in at least one of
These categories (or another I haven’t mentioned here)





Development of Freeciv.net
Freeciv.net is an open source
project, which means that the

game is developed so that
anyone can get access to the
software and the source code.
The source code is maintained

and developed at
code.google.com. Here you can
submit bug reports, download

the source code yourself, and
find some documentation on

the wiki there.



Developers
Writing a new translation

Importing TuxGuitar as Eclipse
project



Ways to help that don’t involve
knowing how to program*

• Write bug reports
• Suggest cool new

features
• Draw graphics, icons,

logos…
• Answering other

users questions

• Help improve
documentation

• Help translate to
other languages

* But note that all of these things are also part of job roles in the software industry!
  I spent about three years doing documentation and QA before moving into dev


