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INTRODUCTION 
 
 
 
 This report serves as the internal review constructed by the UHWO Humanities Division. 
The last Program Review was completed in Fall 2005, at a time when the college was a two-year 
upper division baccalaureate college. This report offers an overview of the activities of the 
Humanities Division over the last several years, noting the various challenges since the 2007-
2008 academic year, when we transitioned to a four-year liberal arts institution. This report 
complies with the guidelines articulated in UH West Oʻahu’s Program Review Handbook. While 
the handbook instructed us to include faculty data, we felt it pertinent to attempt to construct a 
report that focused on our students and educational effectiveness. We obtained data from the 
University of Hawai‘i System Institutional Research & Analysis Office, the UHWO Office of 
Institutional Effectiveness, the UHWO Student Services Office, the UHWO Office of the Vice 
Chancellor for Academic Affairs, and an assortment of campus-wide and divisional assessment 
reports compiled by our faculty.  
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OVERVIEW 
 

When the last Program Review was finished (Fall 2005), UH West Oʻahu was still an 
upper division baccalaureate campus. Since becoming a four-year college, we have revised our 
learning outcomes, course offerings, and division/concentration graduation requirements, and we 
have witnessed dramatic changes in our faculty numbers, course offerings, student enrollment, 
and General Education service load. The increasing student enrollment and anticipated 
enrollment figures (Table 1) have served as key planning factors. Additionally, planning for the 
new campus began in academic year (AY) 2007-2008, and during the writing of this document, 
the university moved from a collection of temporary structures in Pearl City into entirely new 
facilities in Kapolei (Fall 2012). Thus, the context for this Program Review has changed 
markedly due to these factors. 
 
 
Table [1]. Entire UH West Oʻahu Student Enrollment & Projected Enrollment 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2004- 2005-  2006- 2007- 2008- 2009- 2010- 2011- 2012- 2013- 2014- 2015- 
2005 2006 2007 2008^ 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
834 858 866 940^ 1140 1333 1471 1662 1997 2327 2217* 2369* 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
*Projected a number of years ago, and Fall 2013 enrollment shows enrollment is exceeding projections.  
^Start of 4-year program at UH West Oʻahu. 
 

The planning for our change to a four-year school covered three years, from AY 2006-
2007 through AY 2008-2009 – starting one year after the last Program Review’s MOU was 
finalized. In Fall 2006, then VCAA Sylvester had the campus start to plan for four-year General 
Education and to prepare 100-200 level class offerings for Fall 2007, including initial hiring of 
faculty to deliver these offerings occurred in the 2006-2007 academic year. Fall 2007 was the 
actual start of the four-year campus program. The size of the Humanities Division faculty 
dramatically jumped from six the prior year to fourteen in Fall 2007, with three of these positions 
in a Math-Science subunit newly assigned to Humanities by then VCAA Itano. 100-200 level 
offerings continued to be ironed out in planning for AY 2008-2009 (the second year of the four-
year campus). The 2007-2008 academic year also saw the campus working on developing 
realistic Institutional Learning Outcomes (ILOs) – a reduced number from the excessive number 
that existed previously. Further, an Academic Planning Committee was created to plan faculty 
position needs for each division and for new programs, extending out to 2013. The campus also 
was scrambling to begin assessment of learning outcomes in coordination with WASC 
expectations. The various Humanities concentrations additionally decided to alter the division 
and concentration requirements to conform to the standards and expectations of a four-year 
program, which involved modifying Division Learning Outcomes (DLOs) and Concentration 
Learning Outcomes (CLOs), and planning four-year divisional graduation requirements. This 
planning continued into AY 2008-2009, with the requirements passed through the campus-wide 
Curriculum Committee in December of 2008, with implementation scheduled for Fall 2009.   
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From Fall 2009 to Spring 2012, this change settled – as we refined the General Education 
program, adjusted course offerings for General Education and our new division/concentration 
outcomes, and continued the process of annual assessment. However, in AY 2011-2012, another 
campus-wide Academic Development Plan (ADP) Committee was formed to reexamine faculty 
needs through AY 2016-2017. Planning for the new campus also occurred; initially, in AY 2006-
2007 faculty participated on general planning committees, which included issues such as office 
and classroom formations and lab make-ups. However, from AY 2009-2010 this planning 
intensified as we anticipated moving to our new Kapolei campus.  
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HUMANITIES STUDENTS 
 

As a division, we service our majors and the entire student population of West Oʻahu 
through delivery of General Education courses. Our concentrations include English, Hawaiian-
Pacific Studies, History, and Philosophy; our emerging concentrations are Creative Media and 
Music. The Humanities Division also houses the university’s programs in Math and Science, 
although it is expected that these disciplines will be permitted to establish an independent 
academic division as soon as they are authorized to grant degrees.   

 
The division services high numbers of required General Education courses and university 

requirements. These courses include but are not limited to, ENG 100T, 100, and 200; Math 
103M and 103; HIST 151 and 152; Focus - Hawaiian-Asian-Pacific Issues; Diversification in 
Arts, Literature, and Humanities; Diversification in Natural Sciences (biological, physical and 
laboratory) and Writing Intensive courses that are attended by a wide range of students from all 
the Divisions at UH West Oʻahu. More than any other division at UH West Oʻahu, Humanities 
instructors teach a wide variety of students from the entire student body within the General 
Education program. Thus, the entire UH West Oʻahu student body are also our students.  
 
Majors 
 Our last program review indicated that Humanities majors accounted for 11.4% of all UH 
West Oʻahu students in Fall 1998, but this dropped to 8.9% in Fall 2002 (just prior to our last 
program review). The number of Humanities majors rose to about 10% of the UH West Oʻahu 
student population in 2004-2006 (at the time of our last program review), but the percentage has 
decreased since then as the overall campus enrollment has increased, leveling off at around 5%. 
However, in terms of actual numbers, the Humanities major count has generally increased over 
the past five years.  
 

At the time of the last program review (AY 2004-2005), History had by far the larger 
numbers of majors, ranging from 37-39. This was followed by the Hawaiian-Pacific Studies and 
English concentrations, which ranged from 16-17 and 17-19 majors respectively. Philosophy was 
the lowest enrolled concentration, with nine to ten students per academic year. In the span from 
Fall 2005 through Spring 2008 (just prior to our new four-year requirements going into place), 
these patterns remained fairly constant. History had more majors, ranging from 33-38, and 
Hawaiian-Pacific Studies and English were similar, ranging from 13-19 and 15-22. Philosophy 
had fewer majors, fluctuating between four and 13 students. There has been a shift in more 
recent years, with English emerging as the concentration with the highest annual major 
enrollments as well as the largest number of faculty. This trend was most pronounced in AY 
2013-14, when the number of students concentrating in English (49) nearly equaled the total of 
the next two most popular concentrations—History and Hawaiian-Pacific Studies—combined 
(50).  
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Table [2]. Humanities Majors, AY 2009-2010 to AY 2013-14 
 
Discipline AY 09-10 

majors 
AY 10-11 
majors 

AY 11-12 
majors 

AY 12-13 
majors 

AY 13-14 
majors 

English 34 33 39 40 49 
History 32 31 23 22 26 
HPST 23 15 15 20 24 
Philosophy 3 6 4 10 7 
Humanities Total 92 85 81 92 106 
Data provided by West Oʻahu, Office of Institutional Effectiveness.  
 

In terms of gender, Humanities enrollment generally reflects campus demographics, with 
the decided majority of our program populated by women (66% as of AY 2013-14).  On the 
other hand, of UHWO’s five academic divisions, Humanities is characterized by the highest 
percentage of students of Native Hawaiian ancestry. During the previous academic year, 48% of 
Humanities majors reported their ethnicity as Native Hawaiian or Part-Hawaiian, compared to a 
campus-wide figure of 26%. This can be partially explained by the presence of a strong 
Hawaiian-Pacific Studies (HPST) program within our division, augmented by courses in 
Hawaiian language (HAW), Hawaiian Studies (HWST), and Pacific Islands Studies (PACS). The 
Humanities Division thus plays a vial role in contributing to the campus-wide mission of serving 
Native Hawaiian students and integrating Native Hawaiian perspectives into the university 
curriculum.  
 
 
Table [4]. Gender of Humanities Majors, AY 2009-10 to AY 2013-14 
 

Gender 09-10 10-11 11-12 12-13 13-14 
Men 38 26 24 31 36 
Women 54 59 57 61 70 
Total 92 85 81 92 106 

Data provided by West Oʻahu, Office of Institutional Effectiveness. 
 
 



 
 

 

8 

Table [5]. Ethnicity of Humanities Majors, AY 2009-10 to AY 2013-14 
 
Discipline 09-10 

majors 
10-11 
majors 

11-12 
majors 

12-13 
majors 

13-14 
majors 

Hawaiian or Part-Hawaiian  21  18  20 32  51  
Other Pacific Islander   3  2  3  5  2 
Filipino  12  14  15  13  9 
Japanese  14  10  5  8  5 
Chinese   1 3 1 0 0 
Other Asian 8 4 7 7 11 
Caucasian 18 17 14 14 13 
Hispanic 2 1 2 3 1 
African American or Black 2 1 0 0 0 
American Indian or Alaskan 0 2 2 2 0 
Mixed 10 11 11 8 14 
No Data 1 2 1 0 0 
Humanities Total 92 85 81 92 106 
Data provided by West Oʻahu, Office of Institutional Effectiveness.  
 
 
Student Honors and Awards: 
 

As an informal, reflective method to assess the educational effectiveness and rigor of our 
program, please note that several Humanities students have routinely been selected as the 
Student Speaker for UH West Oʻahu commencement ceremonies. The selection process is based 
on GPA, leadership capabilities, and service to the campus or to the West Oʻahu community. 
After being nominated by Humanities faculty, the student provides a draft of his/her speech to a 
Commencement Committee comprised of administrators, faculty, staff, and students. From 
maintaining a high GPA to writing and delivering a speech to an impressive audience, the entire 
process demands focus and dedication. The fact that Humanities students comprise roughly half 
of the number of commencement speakers in recent years, despite the small number of 
Humanities majors, provides some insight into the delivery of our courses and teaching 
standards.  
 
Fall 2006 – Michael Baughn, History 
Spring 2007 – Deborah Hoopai, Literature (currently referred to as English) 
Fall 2007 – Nicholas Kimokeo, Hawaiian-Pacific Studies 
Spring 2009 – Akira LeBlanc, English 
Fall 2011 – Adam Nahulu, Hawaiian-Pacific Studies 
Fall 2012 – Alyssa Gampong, English 
Spring 2013 – Kailene Nihipali, Hawaiian-Pacific Studies 
Fall 2013 – Natalie Eichner, English 
 
Graduates 

The number of Humanities graduates has followed a similar pattern to the major count 
numbers in recent years, reaching a low point during AY 2011-2012, before starting to recover. 
As with major counts, Philosophy has lagged behind the other concentrations in terms of the 
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number of graduates produced. A more detailed analysis of graduation and retention data can be 
found in the “Educational Effectiveness” section of this document.  

 
 

Table [6]. Graduates, AY 2009-2010 to AY 2013-14 
 

Discipline AY 09-10 
grads 

AY 10-11 
grads 

AY 11-12 
grads 

AY 12-13 
grads 

AY 13-14 
grads 

English 3 9 3 9 7 
History 12 7 3 5 8 
HPST 8 5 4 3 5 
Philosophy 1 0 0 1 1 
Humanities Total 24 21 10 18 21 

Data provided by West Oʻahu, Office of Institutional Effectiveness.  
 

The Humanities Division clearly will need assistance from the Office of the Vice 
Chancellor of Student Affairs in the coming years in order to improve the methods and practices 
of tracking students after their graduate from our programs and our university. The following is 
merely a brief summary of some of the pathways that recent UHWO Humanities graduates have 
taken: 
 
English: Two students began graduate studies in English at UH Manoa. One student has 
completed her M.A. in English and is currently an adjunct faculty member. Another graduate is 
working on an M.A. in Ethnic Studies at UH Manoa. Several graduates in English are now 
teaching at K-12 institutions across the country. As a method to prepare for graduate studies or 
simply to gain exposure to professional endeavors, several English students have presented 
papers at local and national conferences.   
 
Hawaiian/Pacific Studies: At least three students have gone on to the Pacific Islands Studies 
graduate program at UH Mānoa and received their MA degrees, and at least six have gone on to 
work on their M.A. in Hawaiian Studies or Hawaiian Language at UH Mānoa. Several students 
have taken classes in Hawaiian Studies at UH Mānoa as unclassified graduate students. One 
student obtained an on-line law degree. Another student is finishing her M.A. degree in 
American Studies at UH Mānoa. Yet another just finished a M.A. in Social Work. A number of 
our students have also received higher paying jobs in K-12 schools in Hawaiʻi upon receiving 
their B.A.s, notably in our Leeward Oʻahu region. 
 
History: Several recent graduates from the History program have gone on to graduate school in 
either History or a related discipline, principally at UH Mānoa. Another student was accepted 
into a graduate program at the University of Nebraska at Kearney. Several others are now 
teaching middle school or high school in the state public school system. We have also had 
several former students pursue teaching careers abroad, finding jobs as instructors of English as a 
Second Language in Japan or Korea. 
 
Philosophy: Since Fall 2006, at least four of Philosophy’s graduates have gone on to graduate 
school—one in Religion, one at UCLA Law School, and two in Philosophy. The current two 
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Philosophy seniors also have expressed interest in going to graduate school in Philosophy and 
Hawaiian Studies. 
 
 
Graduate Exit Surveys: 
  

The Office of the Vice Chancellor of Student Affairs commenced graduate exit surveys 
effective with the commencement in Spring 2013. To date, response rates from Humanities 
majors, as well as the quality of their feedback, has been very high. Sixteen of the twenty 
students (or 80%) who graduated with a B.A. in the Humanities during the 2013-2014 academic 
year completed the survey. The survey consists of sixteen questions requesting a combination of 
demographic data and student satisfaction with their educational experience at UH West Oʻahu. 
Relevant questions include the following:  
 
Student Satisfaction: 
9. How would you rate the level of support you received from the UHWO faculty/staff from 
beginning to end of your scholastic journey?  
a. Very supportive  
b. Somewhat supportive 
c. Limited support 
d. No support  
 
14. Which of the following resources were the most beneficial to you during your college career:  
a. Student services/Academic Advisors  
b. Support from professor  
c. Financial Aid 
d. Peer support 
e. Family 
f. Other 
 

Slightly more than 81% of respondents described the “level of support… received from 
the UHWO faculty/staff as “very supportive” and another 12.5% of the graduates chose “very 
supportive.” The results for question 14 were equally encouraging, with 75% of the respondents 
selecting “support from professor.” Although some people chose more than one answer, faculty 
support still stood out as the most popular response, with family (50%) finishing a distant 
second. These responses serve as tangible proof of the deep bonds that UHWO Humanities 
students form with their professors, something more characteristic of a small liberal arts college 
than a public university.  

 
Although the exit survey also contained questions related to post-graduate plans, the data 

produced was a bit muddled and not nearly as encouraging. Part of the problem stems from the 
survey design itself, since respondents had the option to leave questions blank, and in the case of 
employment-related questions, this was common. Survey questions pertaining to post-graduate 
career plans included the following: 
 
10. What is your primary post-graduation plan? (check one)  
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a. Government employment  
b. Business/industries employment  
c. Self-employment  
d. Family employment  
e. Further Study, program and location? 
 
12. Where or will you be employed next month?  
 

In response to question 10, seven Humanities graduates selected “further study,” in 
several cases referencing specific plans to attend graduate school or even admittance into a 
program. Five others selected “government employment” and two students planned to pursue 
“business/industries employment.” While only a single respondent answered question 12 with a 
negative, seven graduates left the question blank or stated that they were unsure. Five 
respondents indicated that they were gainfully employed while another two mentioned graduate 
school and one more revealed plans to carry out research.  

 
Although these graduate surveys are a step in the right direction, clearly the university 

needs to implement additional mechanisms for gathering data on its graduates, including 
graduate school matriculation and placement records with employers. Not only will this 
necessitate a refinement of the current exit survey questions and response options, but the 
campus must also work to build up its alumni association and maintain contact with past 
graduates, which will allow UHWO personnel to conduct surveys with graduates several months 
and/or years removed from their degrees. The absence of accurate post-graduate data is a major 
weakness of the Humanities Division Program Review. On the other hand, the data available on 
student satisfaction is highly encouraging.  
 
Service to Non-Majors 

As in other program reviews, this student profile section has focused exclusively on those 
students majoring in one of the available Humanities concentrations. However, the following 
table illustrates how different the mission of our division is when compared to our four 
counterparts at UH West Oʻahu. Quite simply, the Humanities Division serves the entire student 
body, and it does so with regularity. While the ratio of Student Semester Hours (SSH) to major 
counts in the other academic divisions ranges from 5.65:1 (for Business Administration) to 
10.44:1 (for Social Sciences), the ratio for the Humanities Division sits at nearly 62:1. In 
practice, this means that non-majors almost always outnumber Humanities majors in our classes, 
even in upper-division courses. In the case of the Music, Math, and the Sciences, the crossover 
rate stands at 100%, since none of these programs currently house majors or offer degrees. 
Although the Humanities instructors remain dedicated to supporting the division’s majors to the 
best of their ability, the Humanities faculty also takes pride in its service to the entire UHWO 
student body.  
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Table [7]. Major Counts, Student Semester Hours (SSH), and Ratio of SSH to Major Count, 
Spring 2014 
 
Division Majors 

(n) 
Major as 
% of 
campus 
total 

SSH (n) SSH as 
% of 
campus 
total 

SSH: 
major 
ratio 

Business Administration* 744 34.14% 4,204 19.97% 5.65 : 1 
Education 172 7.89% 1,092 5.19% 6.35 : 1 
Humanities (inc. Math/Sci) 107 4.91% 6,601 31.35% 61.69 : 1 
Public Administration 436 20.00% 3,777 17.94% 8.66 : 1 
Social Sciences 512 23.50% 5,347 25.40% 10.44 : 1 
General 122 5.60% 32 0.15% n/a 
Unclassified 56 2.57% --- -- n/a 
Not-Home Based at UHWO 31 1.42% --- -- n/a 
Total 2,179 100% 21,053 100% 9.66 : 1 
Major counts and SSH counts taken from UH Institutional Research and Analysis Office, CENSUS Series and 
Dynamic Reporting page.  
Note: while the CENSUS reports group Business Administration and Public Administration as a single 
“Professional Studies” unit for reporting purposes, they are in fact two separate academic divisions at UHWO. 
Conversely, although the CENSUS reports provide separate data for the “Natural Sciences,” these disciplines are 
currently housed in the Humanities Division at UHWO. The figures above are based on the actual campus academic 
division alignment.  
*Figures include students majoring in Applied Science (108) and Risk Management (2). The Professional Studies 
Division split into separate divisions of Business Administration and Public Administration in 2009.  
 
 
Future Expectations 

We expect a gradual continued growth in all our majors as a result of increasing 
enrollment at UH West Oʻahu. More specifically, the relocation of our campus to a more 
westerly location, closer to the Waiʻanae Coast—which has a considerable Polynesian 
population—suggests that the Hawaiian-Pacific Studies program will see a rise in major counts 
and graduates. Indeed, it is a stated goal of the UH System to see the implementation of new 
Bachelor’s degree programs in Hawaiian-Pacific fields in the coming years. The English 
program can also expect continued growth, coupled with the likelihood of an increase in double 
majors with the Education Division, owing to the introduction of a program in Middle and 
Secondary Education effective with the 2013-2014 academic year. Finally, the launch of the 
Creative Media concentration in AY 2014-2015 will draw from a pool of students who might not 
have otherwise considered pursuing a degree in the Humanities.  
 



 
 

 

13 

EDUCATIONAL EFFECTIVENESS IN THE HUMANITIES DIVISION 
 
Learning Outcomes 

Fall 2007—the semester in which UH West Oʻahu first opened its doors to traditional 
freshman and offered its first lower-division courses—also marked the start of a new era in 
outcomes-based assessment on our campus. The school embarked on a five-year assessment 
cycle, which involved the assessment of a different Institutional Learning Outcome (ILO) each 
year, in addition to the assessment of division and concentration outcomes. Those five initial 
ILOs focused on (1) Written Communication, (2) Oral Communication, (3) Quantitative 
Literacy, (4) Global and Indigenous Perspectives, and (5) Critical Thinking. The Humanities 
Division and the individual concentrations developed additional Division Learning Outcomes 
(DLOs) and Concentration Learning Outcomes (CLOs) that generally corresponded to the 
campus-wide ILOs, with one significant exception: divisional faculty pressed for the inclusion of 
two distinct DLOs corresponding to the Global and Indigenous Perspectives ILO. One of these 
DLOs stressed multicultural and indigenous knowledge while the other stressed multicultural and 
indigenous perspectives, and Native Hawaiian perspectives in particular.  

 
Fall 2013 marked the start of a second five-year assessment cycle at UH West Oʻahu, 

which included the implementation of a new set of Institutional Learning Outcomes authorized 
through the approval of Faculty Senate Resolutions #2013-2 and #2013-3 (both March 2013). 
Although the number of ILOs remained the same, the merger of the previously separate Written 
Communication and Oral Communication ILOs into a combined LO in “Effective 
Communication” marked a significant change. Humanities faculty members discussed this 
option at the division and concentration levels; however, in the end, the division agreed that 
Written Communication and Oral Communication should remain as distinct Division Learning 
Outcomes (DLOs), in spite of the additional assessment burden this would entail.  As such, 
Humanities faculty carried out only minor revisions to the previous DLOs and Concentration 
Learning Outcomes (CLOs). Nevertheless, faculty members were compelled to re-align all 
outcomes to match the new campus-wide configuration of ILOs. A set of CLOs was also created 
for the fledgling Creative Media concentration, and these outcomes were published in the 2014-
2015 UHWO General Catalog. Finally, Humanities faculty participated in the drafting and 
implementation of a separate set of campus-wide General Education Learning Outcomes 
(GELOs), effective for the 2013-2014 academic year. Since the Humanities Division offers far 
more General Education courses than any other academic division, our division carries the lion’s 
share of the GELO assessment burden as well.  
 
The full inventory of ILOs, DLOs, and CLOs is as follows: 
 
UHWO or Institutional Learning Outcomes (ILOs): 
 
ILO-1: Effective Communication – Use relevant information to communicate clearly and  
effectively to an intended audience through written and spoken language. 
 
ILO-2: Cultural Awareness – Demonstrate knowledge of different cultures, sub-cultures or 
cultural phenomena through the study of art, music, history, literature, ideas, language or cross  
cultural research. 
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ILO-3: Critical Thinking – Demonstrate critical thinking skills by applying information to make  
well-reasoned arguments or solve a problem. 
 
ILO-4: Discipline Knowledge – Demonstrate knowledge of the purview, processes, and 
contributions associated with an academic discipline. 
 
Divisional Learning Outcomes (DLOs): 
Graduates with a major in Humanities from UH West Oʻahu will be able to: 
• (HUM1) Demonstrate knowledge of the history, philosophy, arts, and/or literature of different 
cultures from different global regions and indigenous traditions including Native Hawaiian. 
• (HUM2) Analyze contemporary issues from multiple cultural perspectives of global regions 
and indigenous traditions including Native Hawaiian. 
• (HUM3) Demonstrate an understanding of different Humanities disciplines’ concepts, methods, 
primary sources, and knowledge. 
• (HUM4) Demonstrate well-organized and competent writing using relevant information in 
Humanities subjects, particularly in their discipline of study in Humanities. 
• (HUM5) Deliver well-organized, competent oral presentations on Humanities subjects to 
relevant audiences. 
• (HUM6) Analyze research questions, problems, and issues in Humanities subjects. 
 
Concentration Learning Outcomes (CLOs): 
 
Graduates with a concentration in Creative Media from UH West Oʻahu will be able to: 
• (CM 1) Demonstrate advanced technical skills in a creative medium such as digital 
media/design or animation. 
• (CM2) Collaborate toward the end of a narrative in a creative medium such as digital film or 
animation. 
• (CM3) Discuss and write about creative media within the context of Humanities disciplines 
such as literary studies and Hawaiian-Pacific studies. 
• (CM 4) Demonstrate knowledge of creative media production operations and protocols. 
 
Graduates with a concentration in English from UH West Oʻahu will be able to: 
• (ENG1) Identify, discuss and analyze genres and historical periods of British, American, and 
World literatures. 
• (ENG2) Write effective and coherent essays or creative works using appropriate techniques in 
literary scholarship. 
• (ENG3) Analyze and interpret literary texts and/or films. 
• (ENG 4) Develop in-depth analysis of a specific body of work (e.g., Major Author), theme or 
literary theory. 
 
Graduates with a concentration in Hawaiian-Pacific Studies from UH West Oʻahu will be able 
to: 
• (HPST1) Demonstrate knowledge of specific aspects of Native Hawaiian and/or Pacific 
Islander peoples (such as history, geography, politics, arts, literature, contemporary issues, and 
cultural practices). 
• (HPST2) Conduct research on specific Hawaiian-Pacific Studies topics, using primary and 
secondary sources, and critically analyze findings. 
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• (HPST3) Present well-organized and competent research findings or creative work on specific 
Hawaiian-Pacific Studies topics in writing, orally, performances or other acceptable media. 
• (HPST4) Speak, read and write in Hawaiian or another Pacific language. 
• (HPST5) Demonstrate knowledge of indigenous Hawaiian and Pacific worldviews and 
perspectives.  
 
Graduates with a concentration in History from UH West Oʻahu will be able to: 
• (HIST1) Write well-organized and competent expository prose about the causes of significant 
events in history to a set specification (e.g., Chicago Manual of Style, Turabian) or the discursive 
equivalent in other media as determined by faculty. 
• (HIST2) Give well-organized and competent oral presentations that involve the use of history 
(either historical topics, or the use of history in the classroom). 
• (HIST3) Analyze historical developments in Europe, the Americas, Asia, and the Pacific. 
• (HIST4) Make clear historical arguments and develop them using recognized historical 
methods. 
• (HIST5) Use sources such as novels, film, music, art, history texts, or newspapers to analyze 
historical issues. 
 
Graduates with a concentration in Philosophy from UH West Oʻahu will be able to: 
• (PHIL1) Identify major philosophers in the history of Western philosophy. 
• (PHIL2) Identify major world philosophies. 
• (PHIL3) Apply philosophies to other disciplines. 
• (PHIL4) Analyze contemporary issues and construct original solutions. 
• (PHIL5) Present philosophical ideas concisely in a thesis driven paper. 
• (PHIL6) Articulate philosophical ideas orally in either a formal or informal presentation.  
 
While Music is not yet an academic concentration at UH West Oʻahu, the program has already 
developed a set of preliminary learning outcomes, in alignment with the division: 

• (MUS1) Demonstrate an ability to play a principal instrument, sing or compose in at least three 
different musical styles (classical, traditional and contemporary Hawaiian, jazz, contemporary 
popular music, or other).   

• (MUS2) Demonstrate an ability to play a principal instrument or sing in an ensemble setting (i.e., 
band, chorus or Hawaiian Ensemble). 

• (MUS3) Demonstrate literacy in music by recognizing and evaluating elements (rhythm, melody, 
harmony, timbre, texture and form) in a variety of music styles through hearing, reading, writing, 
and analyzing music.   

• (MUS4) Demonstrate knowledge of music technology and recording studio workflow.  
• (MUS5) Demonstrate an understanding of the creative industries and entrepreneurial thinking.   
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Course Alignment Tables (aka Curricular Maps) 
Each concentration has also developed and refined curricular maps, which align each 

course with specific concentration, division, and institutional learning outcomes. Concentration 
faculty have also assigned those courses one of three numerical values corresponding to three 
different levels of expected learning: 1 = introductory, 2 = developing, and 3 = mastery. These 
curricular maps drive the five-year assessment cycle plans, but pragmatic concerns often dictate 
flexibility, particularly due to the small numbers of faculty in each program. For instance, a 
faculty member taking leave or sabbatical has prompted programs to deviate somewhat from 
these plans as has the creation of a separate General Education Learning Outcome (GELO) 
assessment program, which has placed heavy demands on the Humanities Division. The 
overriding principle, however, is to make sure that at least one course is assessed for each CLO 
during the appropriate year of the cycle. Although this method is far from perfect, it has helped 
faculty identify gaps in the curriculum, providing a system of checks and balances, with the goal 
of ensuring that each student gains exposure to each of the essential learning outcomes as s/he 
moves towards the degree.  
 
 
Table [8]. English Course Alignment Table 
 (1 = introductory, 2 = developing, 3 = mastery) 

ALPHA 
NUM 

COURSE TITLE ILO-3 
DLO-6 
CLO-1 
(disciplinary 
knowledge) 

ILO-1 
DLO-4 
CLO-2 
(commun
ication) 

ILO-3 
DLO-3 
CLO-3 
(critical 
thinking) 

ILO-3 
DLO-6 
CLO-4 
(critical 
thinking) 

NOTES 

ENG 240 Intro to Literary Studies - 2 2 -  
ENG 250 American Literature 

Survey 
2 - 1 - 250, 253, 260, 

261 assessed 
as a unit 

ENG 253 Survey of World Lit I 2 - 1 -  
ENG 254 Survey of World Lit II - - - - Not offered 

regularly 
ENG 257 Literary Themes 2 - 2 - Elective 
ENG 260 British Literature I 2 - 1 -  
ENG 261 British Literature II 2 - 1 -  
ENG 300 Methods Literary 

Interpretation 
- 3 3 3/-/1  

ENG 440 
(alpha) 

Major Author - 3 - 3 Either/ 

ENG 445 Shakespeare - 3 - 3 Or 
 Film/Drama Cluster - - - -  
ENG 360 Lit and Film - - 3 - All 
ENG 361 History of Film 3 - 3 - under 
ENG 367 
(alpha) 

Genres/Directors 3 - 3 - Film/Drama 

ENG 441 Gender & Sexuality in 
Lit and Film 

- - 3 - cluster 

ENG 445 Shakespeare - - - 3  
ENG 462 
(alpha) 

Studies in Drama - - 3 -  

 



 
 

 

17 

Table [8]. English Course Alignment Table (cont’d.) 
 (1 = introductory, 2 = developing, 3 = mastery) 

ALPHA 
NUM 

COURSE TITLE ILO-3 
DLO-6 
CLO-1 
(disciplinary 
knowledge) 

ILO-1 
DLO-4 
CLO-2 
(commun
ication) 

ILO-3 
DLO-3 
CLO-3 
(critical 
thinking) 

ILO-3 
DLO-6 
CLO-4 
(critical 
thinking) 

NOTES 

ENG 465 History of Theatre 3 - - -  
 Period/Theme Cluster 3 - 3 -  
ENG 312 Creative Writing for 

Teachers 
- 3 - -  

ENG 313 Intro to Creative Writing - - - -  
ENG 320 
(alpha) 

World Literature - - 3 - All 

ENG 331 
(alpha) 

Topics in British Lit 
(pre-1700) 

- - - - under 

ENG 332 
(alpha) 

Topics in British Lit 
(post-1700) 

- - 3 - Theme 

ENG 340 
(alpha) 

Topics in American Lit 
(pre-1700) 

- - 3 - cluster 

ENG 341 
(alpha) 

Topics in American Lit 
(post-1700) 

- - 3 -  

ENG 372 Asian American Lit - - - - All 
ENG 380 Multicultural and 

Postcolonial Lit 
- - - - under 

ENG 383 Children’s Literature - - 3 - Theme 
ENG 386 Adolescent Literature - - 3 - cluster 
ENG 410 Bible as Literature - - - -  
ENG 470 Literature as History - - - - All 
ENG 481 Plantation Fictions 3 - 3 - under 
ENG 476 Contemporary Lit of 

Hawaiʻi 
- - - - Theme 

ENG 477 Polynesian & 
Micronesian Mythology 

- - - - cluster 

ENG 478 Hawaiian Mythology II - - - -  
ENG 479 Hawaiian Mythology I - - - -  
ENG 480 Contemporary Lit 

Pacific 
- - - -  

ENG 490 Senior Practicum - 3 - 3  
ENG 491 Senior Project - 3 - 3  

  
 
Table [9]. Hawaiian-Pacific Studies Course Alignment Table 
 (1 = introductory, 2 = developing, 3 = mastery) 

ALPHA 
NUM 

COURSE TITLE ILO-2 
DLO-1, 2 
CLO-1 
(discip. 
knowl.) 

ILO-3 
DLO-6 
CLO-2 
(critical 
think.) 

ILO-1 
DLO-4 
CLO-3 
(writ.) 

ILO-3 
DLO-6 
CLO-3 
(oral) 

CLO-
3 
(prf.) 

CLO-
4 
(lang.) 

ILO-2 
DLO-1,2 
CLO-3 
(Haw-Pac 
persp.) 

  Introductory              
HWST 
107 

Hawaiʻi: Center of the 
Pacific 1 1 1 1  - 1 1 



 
 

 

18 

Table [9]. Hawaiian-Pacific Studies Course Alignment Table (cont’d.) 
 (1 = introductory, 2 = developing, 3 = mastery) 

ALPHA 
NUM 

COURSE TITLE ILO-2 
DLO-1, 2 
CLO-1 
(discip. 
knowl.) 

ILO-3 
DLO-6 
CLO-2 
(critical 
think.) 

ILO-1 
DLO-4 
CLO-3 
(writ.) 

ILO-3 
DLO-6 
CLO-3 
(oral) 

CLO-
3 
(prf.) 

CLO-
4 
(lang.) 

ILO-2 
DLO-1,2 
CLO-3 
(Haw-Pac 
persp.) 

PACS 108 Pacific Worlds 1 1 1 1 -  1 1 

HPST 304 
Hawaiian-Pacific 
Traditions 2 2  -  - -  1 2 

HPST 365 
Geography of the 
Pacific 2 2 2 2   1 2 

   Language             

HAW 101 
Elementary Hawaiian 
I 1 -  1 1  - 1 1 

HAW 102 
Elementary Hawaiian 
II 1 -  1 1  - 1 1 

HAW 121 
Intro to Hawaiian 
 Conversation 1  - 1 1 -  1 1 

HAW 201 
Intermediate Hawaiian 
I 2 1 2 2 -  2 2 

HAW 202 
Intermediate Hawaiian 
II 2 1 2 2  - 2 2 

HAW 301 Third-level Hawaiian I 2 2 2 2  - 3 3 

HAW 302 
Third-level Hawaiian 
II 2 2 2 2  - 3 3 

HAW 302 

Kamaʻilio Hawaiʻi 
 (Conversational 
Hawaiian) 2 2 3 3  - 3 3 

HAW 401 
Fourth-Level 
Hawaiian I 3 2 3 3  - 3 3 

HAW 402 
Fourth-Level 
Hawaiian II 3 2 3 3 -  3 3 

  Literature              

HPST 476 

Contemporary 
Literature of Hawaiʻi 
[ENG] 3 3 2  - -  -  3 

HPST 477 

Polynesian and 
Micronesian 
Mythology 3 3 3 2 -  1 3 

HPST 478 
Hawaiian Mythology 
II 3 3 3 2  - 1 3 

HPST 479 Hawaiian Mythology I 3 3 3 2  - 1 3 

HPST 480 

Contemporary 
Literature of the 
Pacific [ENG] 3 3 2 -  -  -  3 

   Arts             

HPST 212 
Paʻa Ke Kahua: Hula 
 Foundations 2 1 1 1 2 1 1 

HPST 312 

Kūnihi Ka Mauna: 
Hula 
Journeys 2 1 2 2 3 1 1 
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Table [9]. Hawaiian-Pacific Studies Course Alignment Table (cont’d.) 
 (1 = introductory, 2 = developing, 3 = mastery) 

ALPHA 
NUM COURSE TITLE 

ILO-2 
DLO-1, 2 
CLO-1 
(discip. 
knowl.) 

ILO-3 
DLO-6 
CLO-2 
(critical 
think.) 

ILO-1 
DLO-4 
CLO-3 
(writ.) 

ILO-3 
DLO-6 
CLO-3 
(oral) 

CLO-
3 
(prf.) 

CLO-4 
(lang.) 

ILO-2 
DLO-1,2 
CLO-3 
(Haw-Pac 
persp.) 

HPST 461 
Traditional Art of 
Hawaiʻi 3 3 3 1   1 3 

HPST 462 
Traditional Art of the 
 Pacific 3 3 3 1 -  1 3 

   History             
HPST 380 Field Archaeology 3  -  -  - -  1 2 

HPST 384 
Nineteenth Century 
 Hawaiʻi [HIST] 3 3 2  - -  -  -  

HPST 437 Pacific Archaeology 3 3       1 3 

HPST 471 
Polynesia Before 
European Contact 3 3 3 -   - 1 3 

HPST 482 Pacific Islands  3 3 2 -   - 1 3 

HPST 483 
Archaeology of 
Hawaiʻi 3 3  - -   - 1 3 

HPST 488 
Twentieth Century 
Hawaiʻi [HIST] 3 3 2 -   - -   - 

  Contemporary Issues              

HPST 381 
Hawaiʻi Politics 
[POLS]  -  - -   - -  -  -  

HPST 440 
Kānāwai Hawaiʻi: 
Native Hawaiian Law 3 3 3 3  - 1 3 

HPST 450 
Pacific Islanders 
Diaspora Experiences 3 3 3 3 -  1 3 

HPST 456 
Peoples of Hawaiʻi 
[SOC]  -  -  - -  -   - -  

HPST 489 

Political Conflict in 
the 
Pacific 3 3  -  - -  1 3 

 Electives        

HPST 327 
Mālama ʻĀina: Land- 
Based Literacies 2 -  1 1  - 1 2 

HPST 328 
Culture and 
Environment 3 3  -  -  - 1 3 

HPST 342 

Indigenous Peoples 
and 
Modernity [POLS] 3 3  - -  -      

HPST 495 
Research Methods 
(alpha) 3 3 3 3 -   - 3 

 Senior 
Project/Practicum 

       

HPST 490 Senior Practicum 3 3 3 3 -  varies  3 
HPST 491 Senior Project 3 3 3 3 -  varies 3 
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Table [10]. History Course Alignment Table 
(1 = introductory, 2 = developing, 3 = mastery) 

ALPHA NUM COURSE TITLE ILO-1 
DLO-4 
CLO-1 
(written) 

ILO-1 
DLO-5 
CLO-2 
(oral) 

ILO-3 
DLO-6 
CLO-3 
(critical 
thinking) 

ILO-4 
DLO-3 
CLO-4 
(disciplinary 
knowledge) 

ILO 2 
DLO-1/2 
CLO-5 
(Cult 
res: FG) 

HIST 151 World History to 1500* - - - - 1 (FG) 
HIST 152 World History since 1500*     1 (FG) 
HIST 231 European Civ., 1500 – 1800 - 1 1 - - 
HIST 232 Modern European Civ., 1800- 

Present 
- 1  1 - 

HIST 241 Civilizations of Asia I - - 1 - - 
HIST 281 American History I - 1 - -  
HIST 282 American History II - 1 - - - 
HIST 296 Selected Topics in History - - - -  
HIST 306 History of Southeast Asia 1 - - 2 - 
HIST 311 Chinese Culture 2 - - - 3 
HIST 312 Modern China 2 - - - 2 
HIST 318 Asian American History 2 - - 2 - 
HIST 321 Japanese Culture 2 - - - 3 
HIST 322 Modern Japan 2 -   2 
HIST 328 Modern Korea 1 - - 3 - 
HIST 329 Cold War in Asia   2   
HIST 341 Asian Economies, Businesses, 

and Consumers 
1 - 3 - - 

HIST 350 History of Terrorism  2 2   
HIST 361 U.S. Women’s History 1 - - - - 
HIST 384 Hawaiʻi: European Contact to 

the Overthrow 
 - 2 3 - 

HIST 433 Middle Ages, 300 – 1300 A.D. 1 - - 3 - 
HIST 437 Pacific Archaeology  - - - - 
HIST 443 Nazi Germany 2 -- 3 - 3 
HIST 459 Europe since 1945 - - - 2 - 
HIST 461 The British in America, 1607-

1763 
- - 1 - - 

HIST 462 Formative Years: U.S. 
History, 1763-1841 

- - 1 - - 

HIST 463 U.S. History, 1840-1920 - - 2 - - 
HIST 464 Triumph of Mass Culture: 

U.S. History Since 1920 
- 2 - - 3 

HIST 466 The United States in the 
Pacific 

- - 3 - - 

HIST 470 Literature as History (ENG) - - - - 2 
HIST 471 Polynesia Before European 

Contact (HPST) 
1 - - -  

HIST 482 Pacific Islands (HPST) - - - - 2 
HIST 483 (XL) Archaeology of Hawaiʻi 

(HPST) 
- - - 2  

HIST 487 Hawaiʻi During World War II - - 2 - 2 
HIST 488 Twentieth Century Hawaiʻi 1 - 3 - - 
HIST 490 Senior Practicum 3 3 - - - 
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Table [10]. History Course Alignment Table (cont’d.) 
(1 = introductory, 2 = developing, 3 = mastery) 

ALPHA NUM COURSE TITLE ILO-1 
DLO-4 
CLO-1 
(written) 

ILO-1 
DLO-5 
CLO-2 
(oral) 

ILO-3 
DLO-6 
CLO-3 
(critical 
thinking) 

ILO-4 
DLO-3 
CLO-4 
(disciplinary 
knowledge) 

ILO 2 
DLO-1/2 
CLO-5 
(Cult 
res: FG) 

HIST 491 Senior Project 3 3 - - - 
HIST 496 Selected Topics in History - - - - - 

*HIST 151 and HIST 152 also fulfill the General Education Foundations Global (FG) A and B requirements.  
Note: “HIST 151: World History to 1500” was titled “World Civilizations to 1500” until AY 2013-2014. 
 
 
Table [11]. Philosophy Course Alignment Table 
 (1 = introductory, 2 = developing, 3 = mastery) 

ALPHA 
NUM 

COURSE TITLE ILO-2 
DLO-1 
CLO-1 
(West. 
Phil.) 

ILO-2 
DLO-1 
CLO-2 
(world 
phil.) 

ILO-4 
DLO-3 
CLO-3 
(inter-
discipl.) 

ILO-3 
DLO-6 
CLO-4 
(analysis) 

ILO-1 
DLO-4 
CLO-5 
(written) 

ILO-1 
DLO-5 
CLO-6 
(oral) 

PHIL 100  Intro to Philosophy: Survey   1 -   - -  1 1 
PHIL 102  Intro to Philosophy: Asian 

Traditions 
 - 1   -  - 1  1 

PHIL 210  Social and Political Phil.  1 1 1 1 1 1 
PHIL211  Ancient Greek and Roman 

Philosophy 
 1 -  -  -   1 1 

PHIL 213 Modern Western Philosophy  1   -  -  -  1 1 
PHIL 220  Intro to Feminism  - -  1   1 1  1 
PHIL 302  Political Philosophy 2  2   2 -  2  - 
PHIL 308  Science and the Modern 

Prospect (POLS) 
 - -   2  - 2  - 

PHIL 310 Understanding Contemporary 
Philosophy  

2   -  -  -  2 - 

PHIL 311  Philosophy of Law  -  - 2  2  2  2 
PHIL 312  Ethical Studies  -  - -   -  - - 
PHIL 325  Philosophy of Economics  2  - 2   - 2  - 
PHIL 401 Existentialism  3   -  -  - 3  - 
PHIL 418  Feminist Philosophy  -  -  -  3 3  - 
PHIL 435  Religious Dimension  3  3 3   -  3 - 
PHIL 439  Philosophy and Film  -  -  3  -  3 - 
PHIL 470 
(alpha) 

Studies in Asian Philosophy  -  3  -  -  3 - 

PHIL 481  Ethics and Administration  -  -  3  3  3 - 
PHIL 482  Environmental Ethics  -  -  3 3  3  - 
PHIL 490  Senior Practicum  -  -  -  3 3  3 
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General Education Requirements 
 Although much of the information contained herein is specifically related to the 
Humanities major and the various concentrations therein, our faculty also teach the vast majority 
of the courses that fulfill campus-wide graduation requirements, including UH West O‘ahu’s 
General Education program. Many UHWO students will take as many courses with Humanities 
Division instructors as they will within their home division, whether they are majoring in 
Accounting, Elementary Education, or Psychology. To a certain extent, the Humanities faculty 
thus views the entire UHWO student body as its responsibility, and this role is visible in our 
division’s massive contributions to the university’s practice of General Education assessment.   
 
General Education Learning Outcomes: 
 

Although the campus-wide General Education Outcomes (GELOs) were first implemented 
during the 2013-2014 academic year, they were devised to correspond to specific graduation 
requirements and preexisting “Hallmarks” in place at the University of Hawaiʻi’s System level 
(i.e. across all ten campuses). The eight campus-wide General Education Outcomes, with UH 
System “Hallmark” equivalents in parentheses, are as follows: 
 

1) Written Communication (FW, WI) 
2) Oral Communication (OC) 
3) Symbolic Reasoning (FS) 
4) Hawaiian-Asian-Pacific Issues (HAP) 
5) Global and Multicultural Perspectives (FG) 
6) Arts, Humanities and Literature (DA, DH, DL) 
7) Social and Natural Science Literacy (DS, DB, DP, DY) 
8) Contemporary Ethical Issues (ETH) 

 
Instructors in the Humanities Division develop explicit Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) for 
each of their courses, align these outcomes with ILOs, DLOs, CLOs, and—more recently—
GELOs—and include the SLOs on their course syllabi. Several measures have been undertaken 
at the campus level in recent years to integrate educational effectiveness into course and syllabus 
design, and the Humanities faculty has been involved in the implementation of all of these 
policies. Faculty Senate Resolution #2013-11 (November 2013) initiated a campus-wide credit-
hour policy, which required—among other things—instructors to include language regarding 
credit hour equivalencies in their syllabi and tasked division chairs with auditing syllabi as a 
facet of the Five-Year Program Review cycle. Faculty Senate Resolution #2013-8 (October 
2013) requires faculty members to submit course syllabi to the Academic Affairs Office at the 
start of each semester. These policies will provide a mechanism for auditing syllabi in the years 
to come in order to ensure optimal implementation and integration of learning outcomes into 
course content. 
 
 
General Education Program: 
 

UH West Oʻahu’s campus-wide Graduation Requirements are technically divided into 
separate “General Education Core Requirements”—itself split into “Foundations” and 
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“Diversification” components and “Focus Requirements”; however, faculty and staff typically 
refer to these two elements colloquially as the “General Education” or “Gen Ed” program. 
Students who enter UHWO as traditional freshmen will have taken 49 General Education credits 
by graduation, broken down as follows: Foundations (12), Diversification (19), and Focus (18). 
It is not uncommon for students from other divisions to complete as many as 34 or 40 of these 
credits within the Humanities disciplines, and it is even possible for them to complete 43 of the 
required 49 credits in our division. This range is equivalent to the number of credits required for 
most majors on our campus.  
 

The division’s General Education service load can be illustrated via a cursory 
examination of the campus Focus Requirements, which require students to complete four three-
credit courses, as follows: 
 
Table [12]. Humanities Division service to campus-wide Focus Requirements 
 
Req. Description Primary 

Course 
Additional Humanities 
Division Course(s) 

Extra-Humanities 
Offerings 

FW Written 
Communication 

ENG 100 --- --- 

FS Symbolic 
Reasoning 

Math 103 Math 100, Math 103M, 
Math 112, Math 135, 
Math 140 

--- 

FGA Foundations 
Global A 

HIST 151 ENG 253 ANTH 151 

FGB Foundations 
Global B 

HIST 152 --- ANTH 152 

 
In the case of the Written Communication (FW) and Symbolic Reasoning (FS) 

requirements, the only options available originate within the Humanities Division. While 
students may elect to take ANTH 151 and/or ANTH 152 to meet the Foundations Global (FG) A 
and B requirements, the world history series remains a more popular choice, capturing 63% of 
FG enrollment in Spring 2014 (214 students enrolled in HIST 151/152 vs.125 in ANTH 
151/152). This means that the Humanities Division provides roughly 81.5% of the university’s 
Foundations course load.  
 

All fourteen components of the campus-wide graduation requirements are taught within 
the Humanities Division, and ten of them primarily or exclusively so. The Humanities faculty 
plays a leading role in the delivery of Writing-Intensive (WI), Oral Communication (OC), and 
Ethics (ETH) classes, although these are distributed (unevenly) across the campus. In fact, the 
Humanities Division contributes substantially to every single facet of the campus Graduation 
Requirements, with our growing PACS 108 course fulfilling the DS requirement—the only Gen 
Ed component serviced primarily by another academic division.  
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Table [13]. Humanities Division service to all fourteen campus-wide Graduation Requirements 
 
Req Description Category Primarily 

Serviced by 
Humanities 
Division 

Humanities 
Plays 
Significant 
Role 

Primarily 
Serviced by 
Another 
Division 

FW Written 
Comm. 

Foundations X (ENG)   

FS Symbolic 
Reasoning 

Foundations X (MATH)   

FG Global 
Perspectives 

Foundations X (HIST)   

DA 
 

Arts Diversification X (ART, MUS)   

DB 
 

Biology Diversification X (BIOL)   

DH 
 

Humanities Diversification X (various)   

DL 
 

Literature Diversification X (ENG)   

DP Physical 
Sciences 

Diversification X (CHEM, 
PHYS) 

  

DS Social 
Sciences 

Diversification   X 

DY Laboratory Diversification X (BIOL, 
CHEM, PHYS) 

  

HAP Hawaiian, 
Asian, Pacific 
Issues 

Focus X (HWST, 
PACS) 

  

OC 
 

Oral Comm. Focus  X  

ETH Ethical Issues Focus  X  
WI Writing 

Intensive 
Focus  X  

 
Furthermore, while ENG 200 is not an official component of the UHWO graduation 

requirements, it is a de facto requirement across the campus. Four of the five academic divisions 
explicitly require ENG 200 as a requirement (Education, Humanities, Public Administration, and 
Social Sciences), while the Business Division requires completion of either ENG 200 or ENG 
209: Business Writing. This places an additional service burden on the English concentration, 
whose faculty taught 33 sections of ENG 200 with 579 with an enrollment of 579 students.  
 

The UH West Oʻahu Faculty Senate also maintains a standing committee on General 
Education, with Humanities Division faculty members playing a prominent role. Several division 
members have chaired this committee in recent years, including Jayson Chun (HIST) Fenny Cox 
(BIOL), and Saʻili Lilomaiava-Doktor (HPST). The General Education Committee also has three 
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subcommittees, which have featured Humanities Division membership in every year of their 
existence: Writing, Symbolic Reasoning, and Hawaiian-Asian Pacific. During the 2013-2014 
year, Humanities Division faculty occupied nine of the fourteen seats in the General Education 
Committee. This high level of participation helps us ensure that campus policies on General 
Education foster student learning and support—rather than impede—students’ progress towards 
degrees. Along the same lines, Humanities faculty members serve on each of the UH System-
wide committees connected to General Education—the System Writing Board, the Hawaiian-
Asian Pacific Issues Board, and the Foundations Global Board—while Math faculty have 
participated in annual statewide summits for Math educators in Hawaiʻi.    
 
 
Assessment Process 

Humanities faculty members have contributed to the assessment of learning outcomes at 
every level since the implementation of the first campus-wide assessment cycle in Fall 2007. The 
timeline has included a five-year campus-wide assessment cycle that ran from Fall 2007 through 
Spring 2012, followed by a year of reflection and self-assessment in AY 2012-2013. During the 
reflection year, the Humanities Division assessment representative sat on a campus-wide 
committee tasked with reevaluating the university’s learning outcomes and refining policies on 
assessment and rubric design. A new assessment cycle commenced in Fall 2013, featuring 
revised Institutional Learning Outcomes (ILOs) and the implementation of General Education 
Outcomes (GELOs) for the very first time.  
 

Beginning in Fall 2007, the Academic Affairs Office created a campus-wide Assessment 
Committee, comprised of one representative from each of the five academic divisions: Business 
Administration, Education, Humanities, Public Administration, and Social Sciences. Campus 
administration has compensated faculty members for this service in the form of two course 
releases (or, more recently, one course release) per academic year. The Humanities Division has 
sent a representative to this campus-wide assessment committee in all eight years of its 
existence, making an effort to cycle representation in a way to ensure that each of the 
concentrations stays involved in the assessment process.  
 

In addition to participating in planning and decision-making at the campus level, 
Assessment Committee representatives have been responsible for coordinating and supervising 
the actual assessment of outcomes, which typically occurs at the concentration and/or course 
levels. The representative has also been tasked with establishing timelines and deadlines for the 
division, collecting concentration assessment results and reports, providing quality assurance, 
and drafting an annual division-wide report for submission to the campus-wide Assessment 
Committee and the Office of Academic Affairs.  
 

The divisional assessment representative has traditionally retained a degree of authority 
over the management and coordination of assessment. For example, for the first three years of 
the 2007-2012 assessment cycle, the divisional assessment representative established an 
assessment subcommittee, comprised of one member from each of the four concentrations in 
existence at the time. Subsequent assessment representatives decided to abandon this process for 
reasons discussed below. The other key duty of the assessment representation has been the 
dissemination and implementation of assessment rubrics each academic year. Typically, the 
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assessment representative has waited for the campus ILO rubric to be completed, before altering 
the rubric to fit the disciplines of Humanities and distributing the adjusted version as a sample 
for concentrations to tailor the descriptors as they see fit, provided that the number of dimensions 
and levels remained consistent across the division.  
 

However, actual outcome-based assessment has always been conducted at the class and 
concentration level. This is a pragmatic approach, given that the small size of our campus and the 
fact that the faculty actually teaching the courses included in assessment each year have the 
firmest grasp of discipline standards, the learning outcomes employed in their concentration, and 
the content of those particular courses. For example, since we only have one faculty member on 
campus who teaches Philosophy, she is the only person reasonably qualified to develop 
assessment rubrics in that discipline.  
 
 
Table [14]. Courses assessed for ILOs within each Humanities concentration during previous 
five-year assessment cycle 
 
Conc.  AY 07-08 

(Written) 
AY 08- 09 

(Oral) 
AY 09-

10 
(Quantit

ative) 

AY 10-11 
(G&I 
Pers.) 

AY 11-12 
(Critical 

Th.) 

Total 
courses 
assessed 

English  3 2 0 1 1 7 
HPST  1 2 0 2 0 5 
History  1 2 0 1 1 5 
Philosophy  2 1 0 0 0 3 
Math & Science  0 0 3 0 0 3 
Division Totals  7 7* 3** 4 2 23 
Faculty also conducted assessments of courses for DLOs and CLOs.  
*Humanities faculty also assessed 22 student presentations for the division’s Senior Capstone in AY 2008-09.  
**Humanities faculty carried out assessment for DLO3 (interdisciplinary understanding) and various CLOs during 
AY 2009-10.  
 

One benefit of the work of the campus-wide Assessment Committee was to call our 
attention to disparities in the levels and modalities of courses assessed. In particular, in-person 
and upper-division courses were assessed with greater frequency than online and lower-division 
courses, for obvious reasons. Lower-division courses in the Humanities are typically 
characterized by very low major enrollment, as they are primarily populated by students who 
wish to fulfill campus-wide graduation requirements. Assessment of these courses, while 
necessary, does not provide an accurate reflection of how Humanities majors are progressing 
through program learning objectives. Another reason for this discrepancy results from the nature 
of the divisions’ course offerings and rotations. Specifically, while lower-division courses are 
offered more frequently and tend to have higher enrollments, each of the four Humanities 
concentrations offers far more upper-division courses. For example, the HSPT concentration 
currently offers seven lower-division courses compared to thirty-two upper-division courses. It 
therefore stands to reason that the majority of courses assessed will come from the upper 
divisions. The deficiency of assessment of online courses, however, is likely merely a matter of 
convenience, as most instructors find it less cumbersome to administer assessment tools in 
person. Furthermore, although the assessment of student learning in online courses is clearly 



 
 

 

27 

essentially, the nature of the course format presents the likelihood of low participation rates and 
the potential for cheating. These issues are easier to monitor with a captive in-class audience. 
Nevertheless, it is clear the Humanities faculty must work to coordinate assessment endeavors in 
the current five-year cycle to ensure that lower-division and online courses are assessed with 
greater regularity.  
 
 
Table [15]. For each Humanities program: the number of full-time faculty during previous 
assessment cycle, the number of full-time faculty who volunteered courses for assessment; and 
the number of in-person, online, lower-division, and upper-division courses assessed.1 
 

Conc. Faculty 
count 

Faculty 
assessed 

In-person 
sections 

Online 
sections 

Lower 
division 

Upper 
division 

English 5 5 7 0 0 7 
HPST 3 2 6 0 0 6 
History 3 3 4 1 2 3 
Philosophy 1 1 3 0 2 1 
Math & Science 4 3 3 0 3 0 
Division Totals 16 14 23 1 7 17 

Note: Some courses were subject to assessment for DLOs and CLOs but not ILOs, as some programs have outcomes 
that do not have a campus-wide equivalent. That is why the figures provided here differ somewhat from those in the 
previous table.   
 
 

One of the most useful conclusions that the campus-wide Assessment Committee reached 
during the 2012-2013 year of reflection was that the absence of General Learning Outcomes 
constituted a major void in the university’s program of outcomes-based assessment. This resulted 
in the creation of a separate set of eight General Education Learning Outcomes (GELOs)—listed 
above—as well as the creation of a five-year plan for assessing those outcomes. The Assessment 
Committee developed this schedule during AY 2012-2013 and UHWO faculty conducted 
separate GELO assessment for outcomes in Written Communication and Oral Communication in 
AY 2013-2014. Committee members also aligned the GELOs with campus ILOs so that the two 
sets of assessment could be harmonized across the five-year time period.  
 

Since the Humanities Division—including its Math/Science subunit—provides the bulk 
of General Education course offerings on our campus, it is inevitable that a vast amount of 

                                                
1 Sources include Brenda Machosky, Amy Nishimura, and Lisa Rosenlee.  2008, Part II. Humanities Division 
Assessment Report, AY 2007-2008, in University Of Hawaiʻi – West Oʻahu Humanities Division Report:  
Outcomes, Transition To 4-Year Requirements, Course Alignments & Assessment, Academic Year (Fall 2007-
Spring 2008),  Humanities Assessment Committee, UHWO; Brenda Machosky, Leilani Basham, Alan Rosenfeld, 
and Li-Hsiang Lisa Rosenlee, 2009, Humanities Division Oral Assessment Report, Humanities Assessment 
Committee, UHWO; Brenda Machosky, Leilani Basham, Lynn Hodgson, Alan Rosenfeld, and Li-Hsiang Lisa 
Rosenlee, 2010, Humanities Division: Quantitative Literacy and Cultural (DLO1) and Interdisciplinary (DLO3) 
Assessment Report, Humanities Assessment Committee, UHWO; Alan Rosenfeld, 2010, History Concentration 
Self-Study: Five-Year Assessment Cycle 2007-2012.  
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GELO assessment duties will fall upon our division. In fact, Humanities faculty are scheduled to 
participate in the assessment of seven of the eight campus GELOs during the five-year cycle: 
 
Table [16]. Planned schedule for assessment of the General Education Learning Outcomes 
 

General Education 
Outcomes 

AY 
2013-14 

AY 
2014-15 

AY 
2015-16 

AY 
2016-17 

Written Comm. X    
Oral Comm. X    
Quantitative 
Reasoning 

  X  

Glob/Mult 
Perspectives 

 X   

H-A-P Issues  X   
Arts, Hum. & Lit.  X   
Science Literacy   X  
Ethical Issues    X 
Community 
engagement* 

   X 

*Community engagement is not a GELO but this outcome is not housed in any academic division and reflects 
experiences that are available to all UHWO students. 
 
 
Table [17]. Humanities Division Contributions to General Education (GELO) Assessment, 2013-
2014 
 

Course Assessed GELO Course Format 
ENG 240 1-Written In person 
ENG 253 1-Written In person 
HIST 231 2-Oral In person 
HIST 281 2-Oral In person 
HIST 322 1-Written Online-hybrid 
HIST 325 1-Written In person 
HIST 491 1-Written In person 
HPST 478 1-Written In person 
HPST 482 1-Written In person 
PHIL 312 2-Oral Online 
PHIL 401 1-Written Online 

Source: Christen Sasaki, Humanities Assessment Summary, AY 2013-14, Humanities Assessment  
Committee, UHWO  (Includes individual concentration reports). 

 
The division’s representative to the Assessment Committee was available to provide the 

concentrations with rubrics and advisement on conducting these scheduled evaluations. The 
Humanities faculty conducting these assessments ranged from assistant to full professor ranks. 
Three of the eight participating faculty were tenured full professors. The Humanities division 
assessed eleven courses comprised of four lower-division sections, six upper-division sections, 
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and one senior capstone course. Course delivery modality was also well represented with the 
assessment of eight in-person courses and two courses delivered online and one online/in-person 
hybrid course. Where possible, the Assessment Representative provided the concentrations with 
VALUE Rubrics developed by the American Association of Colleges and Universities. These 
rubrics were applicable to the written communication assessments conducted by History, 
Hawaiian-Pacific Studies, Philosophy and English; the oral communication assessment 
conducted by History, and Philosophy; and the critical thinking assessment conducted by 
English.   
 
Results and Challenges from Five-Year Assessment Cycle, 2007-2012: 
 

During the first two years of the previous assessment cycle (i.e. AY 2007-2008 and 2008-
2009), the divisional assessment representative formed a subcommittee consisting of one 
representative from each of the four Humanities concentrations in existence at that time. This 
strategy was meant to help ensure participation from all four concentrations and assign specific 
faculty members with the duties of carrying out rubric-based assessment. This policy was also 
linked to a campus-wide directive to have two faculty members—other than the instructor of 
record—assess student work. Although such an approach is justifiably recognized as best 
practice, at UHWO it undermined the reliability of our data, owing mostly to our small campus 
side. For example, since we had many programs staffed by only one or two faculty, the instructor 
of record was oftentimes the only person on campus who possessed the discipline-specific 
expertise to evaluate student work. Indeed, faculty members oftentimes lack the expertise to 
assess student work in subfields within their own discipline. Thus, for example, it is difficult for 
someone with a background in Pacific Islands Studies to assess student work from a course on 
Europe in the Middle Ages and vice versa. Although the formation of a subcommittee prevented 
diffusion of responsibility for assessment, this strategy dictated that subcommittee members 
assess work from outside of the discipline and knowledge base. Inter-rater reliability was 
therefore, not surprisingly, extremely low.  
 

The Humanities Division’s first attempt to conduct an informative five-year study of 
outcomes-based assessment was unfortunately hampered by a combination of missteps and 
unavoidable challenges. One correctable problem was the inconsistency of rubrics employed 
during the five-year period, stemming in part from the annual cycling of the divisional 
Assessment Representative and from an absence of planning and direction at the campus level. 
The rubrics used varied in terms of (a) the number of dimensions or categories, (b) the number of 
levels in a particular dimension, and (c) whether the base score was a 0 or a 1. Rubric scoring 
ranges thus fluctuated wildly: for example, the rubric used for ILO-2 assessment had a possible 
score range of 0-15, while the range of the rubric used for ILO-1 was 3-9. In some instances, 
individual assessors awarded scores in half-point increments, further reducing inter-rater 
reliability. All of these issues make it extremely difficult to compare overall educational 
effectiveness from one assessment cycle to the next. Moving forward, it is essential for the new 
Office of Institutional Effectiveness (OIE) to take the lead in ensuring rubric consistency 
throughout each five-year assessment cycle.  
 

Although Humanities faculty members endeavored earnestly to produce scientifically 
reliable data, outcomes-based assessment was very much a learn-on-the-fly endeavor for 
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participants. Assessment Representatives’ desire to implement best practices and experiment 
with new modes of assessment was commendable, but nevertheless the data generated was 
plagued by frighteningly low rates of inter-rater reliability. Remarkably, these figures were even 
lower when faculty members met in advance to conduct norming sessions. The written 
communication assessment (ILO-1) for the History concentration conducted by an 
interdisciplinary Humanities Assessment Committee (HAC) in AY 2007-08 provides a case in 
point. Despite the fact that assessors conducted a norming session followed by a discussion of 
expectations and scoring rationale, the actual assessment results produced a modest inter-rater 
reliability figure of 16%. Assessment of the “multicultural” learning outcome in the History 
concentration in AY 2009-10 yielded an inter-rater reliability rate of 0.0%, although this was 
partly the result of a small sample size and the fact that one evaluator independently decided to 
assign scores in half-point increments.  

 
Table [18].  Inter-rater reliability measures (percent correspondence) and the percentage of 
ratings within 1 point of each other for History assessment cycles for which data was available. 
 

Assessments completed Learning 
outcome 

Identical 
scores 

Within 1 
point 

Written Communication ILO-1 16% 58% 
Multicultural DLO-1 0% 44% 
Critical Thinking ILO-5 44% 83% 

 

Results indicate that inter-rater reliability was considerably higher when members of the 
same academic concentration conducted course assessment. This, in and of itself, is hardly 
surprising given the disciplinary expertise required to assess student work effectively, but what is 
notable is that this correlation was so strong that it easily offset the efficacy of a norming session. 
The challenge moving forward continues to be the small size of each academic program, which 
creates a scarcity of qualified assessors for any given course, aside from the instructor of record.  
 

Another major shortcoming of the previous five-year ILO assessment cycle was the 
shortage of assessment of Math and Science courses conducted. Since these programs have yet to 
be established as official degree-granting concentrations, they have not developed their own 
Concentration Learning Outcomes (CLOs). As such, their only contribution to campus 
assessment occurred during the campus-wide assessment of the ILO for Quantitative Literacy 
(ILO-3) during the 2009-2010 academic year. Fortunately, this shortcoming was largely resolved 
during the 2012-2013 year of reflection, which resulted in the creation of separate General 
Education Learning Outcomes and the establishment of coterminous assessment cycle. This 
means that Math/Science faculty will be charged with conducting assessment for Scientific 
Literacy (GELO-6) in addition to Quantitative Reasoning (GELO-3).    
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Table [19]. Summary of the program changes and initiatives informed by the 2007-2012 UHWO 
assessment cycle 
 
Conc. Assessment Changes/Initiatives Informed by Assessment 
English Written 

Communication 
Strengthened documentation skills for students completing 
written assignments in program courses. 

History Written 
Communication 

Substantially increased the number of writing-intensive 
courses offered in the History program. 

History Written 
Communication 

Developed Chicago Manual of Style citation guideline for 
distribution to students in all writing-intensive classes.  

History Written 
Communication 

Worked to ensure that students receive a detailed grading 
rubric well in advance of any formal written assignments.  

English  Oral 
Communication 

Increased oral assignments throughout the English 
curriculum. 

English  Oral 
Communication 

Develop O-Focus courses for the English curriculum. 

English  Oral 
Communication 

Worked with the administration to develop a speech course 
(Speech 151) to strengthen the oral communication skills of 
UHWO students. 

History Oral 
Communication 

Developed five new 200-level Oral Communication (OC) 
Focus courses. 

History Oral 
Communication 

Worked to ensure that students receive a detailed oral 
presentation rubric well in advance of any oral 
communication assignments.  

Philosophy Oral 
Communication 

Developed and scheduled more Oral Communication (OC) 
Focus courses for the English curriculum. 

English Global and 
Indigenous 
Perspectives 

Revised the Global and Indigenous Perspectives aligned 
outcome for the English concentration. 
 

English Global and 
Indigenous 
Perspectives 

Developed courses on indigenous and multi-ethnic literature 
to strengthen student knowledge related to the Global and 
Indigenous Perspectives ILO.  

English  Critical Thinking Reinforced established program practices that involve 
literary analysis and which were found to produce high 
critical thinking performance. 

English  Critical Thinking Developed and scheduled more Ethics (ETH) Focus courses 
for the English curriculum.  

Philosophy Critical Thinking Developed and scheduled more Ethics (ETH) Focus courses 
for the English curriculum. 

 
 
Initial Results from GELO Assessment, 2013-2014: 
 

All of the assessments conducted found evidence of robust student learning in the LOs 
reviewed. The History concentration was also able to compare both upper and lower division 
courses. Philosophy was able to conduct assessment of the on-line/hybrid modalities and found 
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that students were also scoring higher in upper division classes. This finding by both History and 
Philosophy faculty demonstrates student progress and development as they complete their 
education at UHWO. The Philosophy concentration also found its status as a single-faculty 
program problematic in terms of assessment inter-rater reliability. The English faculty assessed 
two lower division courses, and found the main area of concern to be use and discovery of 
secondary sources. HPST faculty determined that due to the scarcity of HPST majors in any one 
course, a system of sustained assessment should be changed to a method that tracks majors 
through the use of a portfolio system.  
 
 
Table [20]. Concentration level program recommendations informed by the assessments 
conducted in the Humanities Division during AY 2013-14 
 
Concentration Concentration Outcomes Assessed in the Social Sciences 
History Students conducting oral presentations were weakest in organization and 

conclusions. The History faculty will work on creating demonstrations that 
highlight examples of organization and conclusions in oral presentations.  
There are a very small number of senior projects. This creates a problem 
when trying to assess the Senior Project/capstone. Faculty hope to have an 
increasing number of projects in the future.  

Hawaiian-Pacific 
Studies  

HPST faculty and students will create a portfolio system to monitor student 
progress throughout their tenure at UHWO.  
HPST faculty will also meet at the end of every semester to discuss student 
progress toward SLOs and CLOs.  

Philosophy Philosophy faces many challenges as a single faculty member 
concentration. 

English Work with library staff to acquire additional research databases such as 
ProjectMuse.  
Fine-tune the assessment instrument to encourage the articulation of 
difference within a unifying literary theme. 

 
 
Student Evaluations of Educational Experience 
 
eCAFE Platform 

The University of Hawaiʻi System launched its Electronic Course and Faculty Evaluation (or 
eCAFE) system in 2009, and this platform serves as the primary method for soliciting students’ 
official feedback on the educational experience (http://www.hawaii.edu/ecafe/). It is important to 
emphasize that eCAFE evaluations are conducted for every single course taught on the UH West 
Oʻahu campus and that instructors have no means of opting out. Furthermore, while instructors 
have the ability to add questions to the survey, they cannot delete or alter any of the 21 standard 
eCAFE standard questions. The surveys are conducted according to the principle of blind review, 
in the sense that instructors cannot access any evaluation results until after course grades have 
been submitted. Students are thus afforded an opportunity to evaluate their educational 
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experience critically, without any fear of retribution. Thirteen of the standard survey questions 
ask students to provide a quantitative assessment of the class experiences on a five-point scale: 

 
• Q-1. The instructor taught me methods of analysis for this field of study.  
• Q-3. I would rate the overall effectiveness of the instructor: 
• Q-7. I learned a good deal of factual material in this course. 
• Q-8. I gained a good understanding of concepts/principles in this field. 
• Q-9. The instructor makes good use of examples and illustrations. 
• Q-10. The instructor stresses important points in lectures/discussions. 
• Q-11. The instructor clearly stated at the beginning of the semester the objectives of the 

course and requirements. 
• Q-12. The instructor acknowledges all questions insofar as possible. 
• Q-13. The instructor was easy to talk with and available for consultation. 
• Q-14. The instructor presented the course materials in a clear and organized way. 
• Q-15. The amount of material covered in the course is reasonable. 
• Q-18. Class assignments provided an effective aid for learning the subject matter. 
• Q-19. The instructional materials (e.g., texts, handouts, etc.) were relevant to course 

objectives. 
 
Instructors in the Humanities Division outperformed their campus peers in all thirteen 
quantifiable eCAFE student assessments of instruction. This is a truly remarkable achievement 
that demonstrates our divisional faculty’s commitment to excellence in teaching.   
 
Table [21]. Students eCAFE assessment scores for all UHWO courses (n=3650) and for 
Humanities courses (n=924), Spring 2014 
 
Question Campus Mean Humanities Mean 
1-methods of analysis 4.37 4.46 
3-instructor effectiveness 4.40 4.52 
7-factual material 4.38 4.43 
8-concepts 4.32 4.39 
9-examples and illustrations 4.32 4.44 
10-important points 4.34 4.44 
11-objectives 4.48 4.51 
12-student questions 4.44 4.51 
13-consultation 4.40 4.48 
14-organization 4.32 4.37 
15-amount of material 4.30 4.32 
18-assignments 4.32 4.38 
19-instructional materials 4.39 4.45 
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Retention and Graduation Data 
 

Student retention is a problem both across the UH West Oʻahu campus and the state of 
Hawaiʻi in general. The reported fall-to-fall freshmen retention rates for Hawaiʻi’s four-year 
universities all rank well below those of peer institutions: 
 
Table [22]. Retention rates four-year universities in Hawaiʻi 
 

School Type Fall-to-Fall 
Freshman 
Retention Rate 

UH Manoa public 78% 
UH Hilo public 70% 
Chaminade private 70% 
Hawaiʻi Pacific  private 69% 
BYU Hawaiʻi private 61% 
Source: U.S. News and World Report, College Rankings 

 
Before UH West Oʻahu opened its doors to traditional freshmen in Fall 2007, its retention 

rates were bolstered by the fact that campus enrollment consisted entirely of transfer students, 
the vast majority of whom had arrived on our campus with an associate’s degree in hand. In 
many ways, this was a self-selected group of students who already possessed the ambition, 
organizational skills, intellectual acumen, and emotional maturity to matriculate through a two-
year degree program. Not surprisingly, the retention rates of UH West Oʻahu’s transfer student 
pool have consistently exceeded those of traditional freshmen over the past seven years.  
 

One of the current challenges of our campus (and our division) is to take measures to 
ensure high retention and graduation rates for our rapidly expanding pool of four-year students. 
UH West Oʻahu lacks much of the student-life infrastructure that characterizes the stereotypical 
American college experience, including student dorms, Greek life, on-campus retail shops, 
recreational facilities, and intercollegiate athletics. Campus staff and faculty therefore expend 
considerable energy trying to invigorate student life and inspire campus pride. The retention 
challenge is even more acutely difficult given the charge of our campus to make higher 
education more accessible to the historically underserved populations of Oʻahu’s Leeward coast. 
The UHWO student body thus features a high number of women, first-generation college 
students, and Native Hawaiians, who now comprise 26% of the overall student population.  
 

The data suggests that Humanities majors are slightly less likely to persist through to 
their second year than the general campus population. While campus-wide combined fall-to-fall 
freshman and transfer retention rate for the past four cohorts currently hovers at 66%, the 
corresponding rates for 95 Humanities majors during this period is 59%. On the other hand, 
while the sample size is small, fall-to-fall retention rates for freshmen who declare a Humanities 
major have actually been slightly higher than the campus figure (63% vs. 60%). In other words, 
the Humanities Division presents an anomaly in the sense that its freshmen retention rates 
surpass those of its transfer students. This bodes well for the division moving forward, since the 
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UH West Oʻahu’s pool of four-year students is growing more rapidly than its transfer student 
population.  
 
 
Table [23]. Fall-to-Fall Retention Rates: Campus vs. Humanities Division 
 
        UHWO Campus            Humanities 
Cohort 
Year 

Cohort Type Cohort 
(n) 

Ret. (n) Ret. (%) Cohort 
(n) 

Ret. (n) Ret. (%) 

 F/T Fresh. 29 11 38%  0 N/A N/A 
 P/T Fresh. 75 52 69%  2 2 100% 
2010 Fresh. Total 104 63 61%  2 2 100% 
 F/T Transf. 118 94 80%  6 4 67% 
 P/T Transf. 218 154 71%  10 4 40% 
 Transf. Total 336 248 74%  16 8 50% 
 F/T Fresh. 36 24 67%  4 2 50% 
 P/T Fresh. 85 57 67%  2 2 100% 
2011 Fresh. Total 121 81 67%  6 4 67% 
 F/T Transf. 121 101 83%  4 3 75% 
 P/T Transf. 285 188 66% 13  7 54% 
 Transf. Total 406 289 71% 17  10 59% 
 F/T Fresh. 161 109 68% 5  3 60% 
 P/T Fresh. 135 70 52%  2 1 50% 
2012 Fresh. Total 296 179 60%  7 4 57% 
 F/T Transf. 188 141 75% 8  4 50% 
 P/T Transf. 259 158 61% 9  5 56% 
 Transf. Total 447 299 67%  17 9 53% 
 F/T Fresh. 214 133 62% 11  7 64% 
 P/T Fresh. 77 33 43% 1  0 0% 
2013* Fresh. Total 291 166 57% 12  7 58% 
 F/T Transf. 219 158 72% 10  5 50% 
 P/T Transf. 309 197 64%  8 7 88% 
 Transf. Total 528 355 67% 18  12 67% 
*preliminary 
 
 
Table [24.] Fall-to-Fall Retention: Four-Year Totals, 2010-2013 
 

UH West Oʻahu   Humanities 
  
Type Cohort 

(n) 
Fall-to-
Fall Ret. 
(n) 

Fall-to-
Fall Ret. 
(%) 

Cohort 
(n) 

Fall-to-
Fall Ret. 
(n) 

Fall-to-
Fall Ret. 
(%) 

Freshmen 812 489 60% 27 17 63% 
Transfers 1,717 1,191 69% 68 39 57% 
Combined 2,529 1,680 66% 95 56 59% 
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Time to Degree: UH West Oʻahu vs. Humanities Division: 
 

While WASC Criterion-for-Review 2.7 explicitly requests graduation rate data, in reality 
such a measure is problematic at the program level, especially for those programs faced with 
limited student enrollment in their majors. One common challenge in calculating program 
graduation rates is that large numbers of UHWO students enter our campus without having 
declared a major. Tracking students at the time of their major declaration would therefore 
produce misleadingly positive data. Furthermore, in UHWO’s case, sample sizes are simply too 
small to yield statistically significant data. The school’s first cohort of freshmen—who began in 
Fall 2007—only reached 150% of normative time in Spring 2013. Unfortunately, the cohort size 
for the entire campus was only 32 students. Only sixteen of those students were enrolled full-
time and only one of them was a declared Humanities major.  
 
 
Table [25]. First-Time Full-Time Headcount Enrollment for UHWO’s First Three Cohorts 
 

Semester UHWO Total Humanities Majors 
Fall 2007 16 1 
Fall 2008 25 0 
Fall 2009 41 1 

 
 

Conducting an analysis of a pool of two students clearly would not generate and useful 
conclusions. Therefore, due to small sample sizes of freshmen and transfer students reported in 
UHWO’s current four- and six-year graduation rates (resulting in even smaller groups of 
Humanities majors), we are providing time-to-degree data in place of graduation rates. As recent 
years’ larger freshmen cohorts begin graduating at four and six years out, the Humanities 
Division will consider including graduation rates in future program reviews.  
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Table [26]. Average Time-to-Degree* for UHWO Students and Humanities Majors 
 

     UH West Oʻahu               Humanities 
AY 
Graduation 

Cohort Type Cohort 
(n) 

Average 
Time-to-
Degree 
in Years 

Cohort 
Type 

Cohort 
(n) 

Average 
Time-to-
Degree 
in Years 

2010-11 Freshmen 1 3.34 Freshmen 0 n/a 
2010-11 Transfer 263 2.80 Transfer 19 3.07 
2011-12 Freshmen 9 4.15 Freshmen 2 4.34 
2011-12 Transfer 278 2.82 Transfer 9 3.57 
2012-13 Freshmen 15 4.36 Freshmen 1 4.34 
2012-13 Transfer 334 2.83 Transfer 16 3.39 
2013-14 Freshmen 27 4.52 Freshmen 5 4.97 
2013-14 Transfer 98 2.58 Transfer 16 3.57 
4-Year Total Freshmen 52 4.32 Freshmen 8 4.73 
4-Year Total Transfer 1,173 2.76 Transfer 60 3.36 
*Time-to-degree is defined as the average number of years between students’ entry and graduation. For example, if 
a student entered in Fall 2009 and graduated in Spring 2011, we would first calculate the number of days between 
August 15, 2009 and May 15, 2011, which totals 638 days, and then divide 638/365 days per year = 1.75 average 
years to complete the degree. 
 

The figures here are certainly not encouraging, as they suggest that both traditional four-
year students and—in particular—transfer students in the Humanities take longer to matriculate 
towards their degrees than the general UHWO student population. This can be partly—but not 
entirely—explained by the academic rigor of our program and UHWO’s bifurcated 
division/concentration system. While rigor and the pursuit of educational excellence are points of 
pride within our division, high expectations place an added demand on our students. In addition 
to fulfilling the course requirements for the Humanities Division, which amount to 24 credits, 
students must meet concentration requirements. In the case of Hawaiian-Pacific Studies, a degree 
that includes a mandatory language component, students must complete an additional 49 credits 
of course work. In other words, a total of 73 credits within the division/concentration would be 
required for graduation. While divisional faculty members are fully cognizant of this issue, this 
system persists for reasons largely outside of faculty control.  
 

The most obvious—and often discussed—solution would be to abolish the division and 
move towards independent programs and degrees within each discipline; in other words, 
allowing students to pursue a B.A. in History, for example, rather than a B.A. in Humanities with 
a Concentration in History, terminology that is only familiar to on-campus initiates. This 
situation has become more acute with the expansion of our offerings in Mathematics and the 
Sciences. Faculty members agree that a B.A. in Mathematics would be far more beneficial to a 
UHWO graduate than a degree in Humanities with a Concentration in Mathematics, which rings 
a bit hollow in name. Unfortunately, the creation of new majors and degree programs requires 
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approval at the UH System level as well as substantial funding. To date, the relative paucity of 
Humanities majors has delayed progress on this front.  
 

However, there are certainly programmatic issues beyond academic rigor and the bifurcated 
set of degree requirements that are delaying our students’ paths towards degrees. Other items 
under consideration—all of which are discussed in further detail in the “Recommendations” 
section of this report—include the following:  
 

• a possible overhaul of our senior capstone experience, which is currently taught on an 
individual basis and has proven arduous for faculty and students alike. 

• a reexamination of our Humanities 300 survey, which has ballooned to the point where it 
needs either to be replaced or offered with far greater frequency. 

• the Humanities faculty currently provide substantial service to the other academic 
divisions in the form of Writing Intensive (WI) course offerings. While this has helped 
ensure high enrollments and avoid class cancellations the Humanities Division offers by 
far the most WI courses on campus.  

 
The recent expansion of our division to include a Creative Media concentration, in addition to 
the development of programs in Music, Math, Biology, and Chemistry, which all expect to offer 
bachelor’s degrees in the near future, highlights the need for a timely reevaluation of larger 
organizational structures in concert with the VCAA Office. 
 
 
Center for Teaching and Learning Excellence (CTLE) 
 

The involvement of Humanities Division faculty in the CTLE is another example that 
illustrates our commitment to educational effectiveness and professional development. Since Fall 
2008, English faculty member Brenda Machosky has served as coordinator of the CTLE, which 
she founded in August 2008. Beginning in Fall 2012, this position merited a 3-credit course 
release and stipend, with the result that the CTLE has become more institutionalized as a nodal 
point for professional development and support of full-time and part-time faculty and increased 
its services.   
 
The mission statement for the CTLE:   

The CTLE serves as a resource for faculty to develop effective, innovative teaching 
through learning.  The Center promotes classroom research and assessment driven by 
faculty interests and motivated by faculty desires.  On the principle that to teach is to 
learn, the Center provides support for the sharing of ideas, the evolution of existing 
teaching methods, and the exploration of new pedagogical strategies.  
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Table [27]. Participation of Humanities faculty in CTLE events during AY 2013-14 
 
Name Teaching 

Squares 
Tenure 
Workshop 
Presenter 

Faculty 
Author 
Showcase 

Math & 
Science 
Seminars 

Laulima 
Showcase 

Teaching 
in Hawaiʻi 
Event 

Sia Achica, HPST* X      
Leilani Basham      X 
Cara Chang, ENG* X      
Jayson Chun, HIST       
Ross Cordy, HPST  X     
Fenny Cox, BIO       
Michael Furuto, 
MATH 

X   X   

Sharla Hanaoka       
Jacque Kilpatrick      X 
Hye-Jun Kim, 
MATH 

X   X   

Saili Lilomaiava-
Doktor 

     X 

Brenda Machosky, 
ENG 

X  X   X 

Jon Magnussen, 
MUS 

X      

David Odhiambo       
Alan Rosenfeld  X    X 
Esther Widiasih    X   
*lecturers 
 
 
CTLE’s Joe Cuseo Professional Development Workshops, Feb 5-7, 2014: 
 

Award-winning educator Dr. Joe Cuseo held a series of workshops on promoting a 
student-centered campus and creating a culture of student success. Two full days of workshop 
were widely attended by faculty and staff, and the last day was devoted to particular committees. 
Topics included: Defining and Measuring Student Success; Inclusive and Engaging Pedagogy; 
Instruction Strategies for Student Success; Acknowledging and Responding to Student Diversity; 
Teaching Strategies to Promote Learning about and From Human Differences.  
 

The following Humanities and Math/Science Faculty attended these workshops. Faculty 
with an * also attended a follow-up discussion and received a Certification of Professional 
Development from the Vice Chancellor of Academic Affairs and the CTLE.  
 
 *Jon Magnussen, MUS  *Hye Jung Kim, MATH 
 *Brenda Machosky, ENG  Michael Furuto, MATH 

*Christen Sasaki, HIST  *Fenny Cox, BIO 
  *Alan Rosenfeld, HIST  *Esther Widiasih, MATH 
 *Jayson Chun, HIST   Nicole Ferguson, BIO (lect) 

*Cara Chang, ENG (lect)  Sia Achica, HPST (lect) 
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The CTLE also oversees the Distinguished Visiting Scholars program. In 2013-14, three 
Humanities faculty members received awards to coordinate visits from Distinguished Scholars, 
as follows:  
 

• Eric Chock, ENG: Puanani Burgess, Wing Tek Lum, Christy Passion, Jean Toyama, 
Juliet Kono, and Ann Inoshita (all poets and writers). 

• Alan Rosenfeld, HIST: Robert Moeller (historian). 
• Christen Sasaki, HIST: Tadashi Nakamura (filmmaker). 

 
During the 2013-2014 academic year, the UH West Oʻahu academic advising staff piloted a 

new E Ala Pono early intervention alert system, using the GradesFirst software platform that had 
recently been purchased by the campus. Several Humanities Division faculty members 
participated in the pilot by providing real-time electronic feedback on the students enrolled in 
their course and offering specific recommendations for early intervention, such as academic 
advising, Noʻeau Center tutoring, or a follow-up session with a PUEO Peer Mentor. The list of 
those faculty members is as follows: 

• Michael Furuto 
• Sharla Hanaoka  
• Hye Jung Kim 
• Alan Rosenfeld 

 
 
Enrollment Growth 
 

Although the Humanities Division is currently the smallest unit on campus in terms of 
declared majors (107 students, or 4.9% as of Spring 2014), it actually provides the university 
with the highest number of Student Semester Hours (SSH) of any academic division. As of Fall 
2008, Humanities placed well behind the Social Science Division and only slightly ahead of the 
Business Administration Division, in terms of SSH service. 
 
Table [28]. Major Counts and Student Semester Hours, Fall 2008 
 
Division Majors 

(n) 
Major as 
% of whole 

SSH (n) SSH as % 
of whole 

Business Administration* 339 29.74% 1,959 20.40% 
Education+ 100 8.77% 529 5.51% 
Humanities (inc. Math/Sci) 83 7.28% 1,990 20.72% 
Public Administration 145 12.72% 1,370 14.26% 
Social Sciences 384 33.68% 3,743 38.97% 
General 43 3.77% 14 0.15% 
Unclassified 20 1.75% --- --- 
Not-Home Based at UHWO 26 2.28% --- --- 
Total 1,140 100% 9,605 100% 
*Grouped together as Professional Studies unit on IRO site.  
+Elementary Education program figures included in Social Sciences total on IRO site, since Education had yet to be 
recognized as an official division.  
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However, the university’s transition to a four-year campus in Fall 2007 brought a 

substantial increase in lower-division course enrollment, with the Humanities Division—which 
also houses Math and the Sciences—providing the bulk of General Education course offerings. 
As a result, our division has witnessed the most rapid SSH growth during this period. In fact, as 
of Spring 2014, the Humanities Division provided almost one-third of the entire SSH capacity on 
the UHWO campus (31.35%). This figure will only continue to increase in the coming years, as 
freshman enrollment at UHWO approaches and surpasses transfer student numbers.  
 
 
Table [29]. Major Counts and Student Semester Hours, Spring 2014 
 
Division Majors 

(n) 
Major as 
% of whole 

SSH (n) SSH as % 
of whole 

Business Administration* 744 34.14% 4,204 19.97% 
Education 172 7.89% 1,092 5.19% 
Humanities (inc. Math/Sci) 107 4.91% 6,601 31.35% 
Public Administration 436 20.00% 3,777 17.94% 
Social Sciences 512 23.50% 5,347 25.40% 
General 122 5.60% 32 0.15% 
Unclassified 56 2.57% --- -- 
Not-Home Based at UHWO 31 1.42% --- -- 
Total 2,179 100% 21,053 100% 
Major counts and SSH counts taken from UH Institutional Research and Analysis Office, CENSUS Series and 
Dynamic Reporting page.  
Note: while the CENSUS reports group Business Administration and Public Administration as a single 
“Professional Studies” unit for reporting purposes, they are in fact two separate academic divisions at UHWO. 
Conversely, although the CENSUS reports provide separate data for the “Natural Sciences,” these disciplines are 
currently housed in the Humanities Division at UHWO. The figures above are based on the actual campus academic 
division alignment.  
*Figures include students majoring in Applied Science (108) and Risk Management (2). The Professional Studies 
Division split into separate divisions of Business Administration and Public Administration in 2009.  
 

The unrivaled divisional growth underscores the need for faculty FTE allocations to 
better serve the needs of UH West Oʻahu’s overall population of traditional four-year students. 
The extent of this growth can be made visible through an examination of a handful of key 
Humanities Division courses that fulfill campus-wide graduation requirements. As of AY 2007-
2008, the set of courses including ENG 100, ENG 200, HIST 151, HIST 152, HWST 107, PACS 
108, and the various Math FS (Symbolic Reasoning) offerings contained a combined course 
enrollment of 190 students; by AY 2013-2014, these courses were serving 2,082 students—
amounting to a growth rate of 995.8%.   
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Table [30]. Enrollment Growth in Selected Courses, 2007-2014 
 (ENG 100, ENG 200, HIST 151, HIST 152, HWST 107, PACS 108, FS Math) 
 

AY ENG 
100 

ENG 
200* 

HIST 
151/152 

HWST 
107 

PACS 
108 

FS Math 
Courses 

Total 

2007-2008 40 94 39 -- -- 17 190 
2008-2009 78 186 75 18 8 43 408 
2009-2010 108 196 145 30 10 95 584 
2010-2011 112 334 134 -- 42 95 717 
2011-2012 121 299 223 40 76 131 890 
2012-2013 333 465 408 79 83 327 1,695 
2013-2014 366 579 531 78 118 410 2,082 
6-Year 
Growth: 

326 485 492 78 118 393 995.8%% (1,892) 

*Note: while ENG 200 is merely a de facto campus-wide requirement, since it is required by each of the five 
academic divisions at UHWO. 
 

The growth of these lower-division campus-wide offerings alone justifies FTE allocations 
beyond those the division has received to date. For example, ENG 100 has expanded from 
serving 40 students in AY 2007-2008 to serving 366 students in AY 2012-2014. With course 
enrollment capped at 20 students, the enrollment increase of 326 students over a six-year period 
necessitates the creation of seventeen additional classes per academic year. Since the standard 
teaching load for a tenure-track faculty member at UHWO is 3/3—or six courses per year—
addressing the increased demand for this course alone would require an equivalent FTE 
allocation of 2.83 new hires. If the same principle were to be applied to the entire set of courses, 
one would arrive at an expected increase of 12.67 faculty FTE positions.    
 
Table [31]. Faculty FTE Required to Meet Enrollment Growth, 2007-2014 
 
Course Enrollment 

Increase (AY 2007-
08 to AY 2013-14) 

Class cap Equivalent 
full capacity 
class growth 

Required 
number of 
classes 

Equivalent 
FTE   (3/3 
course load) 

ENG 100 326 20 16.3 17 2.83 
ENG 200 485 20 24.25 25 4.17 
HIST 151/152 492 40 12.3 13 2.17 
HWST 107 78 40 1.95 2 0.33 
PACS 108 118 40 2.95 3 0.5 
FS Math 393 25 15.72 16 2.67 
Total 1,892  73.47 76 12.67 
 
 

While the Humanities Division has benefitted from the creation of new positions during 
this period, FTE allocations have unfortunately not kept pace with the dramatic growth in course 
enrollment. For example, the four programs that offer the courses analyzed above have increased 
from a combined faculty FTE count of ten in AY 2007-2008 to fifteen positions in AY 2013-
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2014. However, since growth rates in these courses alone would have necessitated an increase of 
12.67 positions, a shortage of 7.67 FTE faculty positions remains.  
 
Table [32]. Required General Education Faculty FTE Increase vs. Actual Increase 
 
Discipline (courses) AY 2007-08 

Faculty 
AY 2013-14 
Faculty 

Actual  
Faculty 
Increase 

Required 
Gen Ed 
Increase 

Faculty 
Shortage 

ENG (ENG 100, 200) 4 6 2 7.00  5.00 
HIST (HIST 151, 152) 2 3 1 2.17 1.17 
HPST (HWST 107, PACS 
108) 

3 3 0 0.83 0.83 

MATH (FS courses) 1 3 2 2.67 0.67 
Total 10 15 5 12.67 7.67 
 
 

There are additional lower-division General Education courses that have witnessed 
similarly dramatic growth over the past six years and also warrant mention here. PHIL 100 
enrollment, for instance, has grown from seven students in AY 2007-2008 to 76 students in AY 
2013-2014. BIOL 100 has grown from an enrollment of just nine students to 85 students over the 
same period. The difference between this massive enrollment growth and the less-rapid creation 
of new faculty positions has been addressed through an ever-increasing reliance on adjunct 
faculty. However, since part-time lecturers are exempt from most forms of campus service, full-
time faculty members have seen their service workload expand significantly.  
 
Growth in Student Semester Hours (SSH), AY 2007-2008 to AY 2013-2014: 
 

Although the Math and Science programs at UH West Oʻahu have not yet received 
approval to offer degrees or establish themselves as a fully independent academic division, they 
have experienced remarkable course enrollment growth over the past six academic years. When 
the campus first opened its doors to freshmen in AY 2007-08, three Math and Science faculty 
provided 237 Student Semester Hours (SSH) of instruction. While the Math/Science program 
had expanded to feature five full-time faculty members by AY 2013-14, this growth was vastly 
outpaced by a fifteen-fold increase in course enrollment, with Math and Science faculty 
providing 3,909 Student Semester Hours—almost entirely via lower-division courses.  
 
Table [33]. Student Semester Hours in Math/Science, AY 2007-2008 to AY 2013-2014 
 
Discipline  AY 2007-

08  
AY 
2008-09 

AY 
2009-10 

AY 
2010-11 

AY 
2011-12 

AY 
2012-13 

AY 
2013-14 

PCT change 

Sciences* 101 267 632 777 814 1,367 2,255 2,133% 
Math 136 279 337 324 504 1,120 1,654 1,116% 
Total 237 546 969 1,101 1,318 2,487 3,909 1,549% 
SSH counts taken from UH Institutional Research and Analysis Office, “Dynamic Reporting.” These figures do not 
include summer session enrollments. 
*These figures do not include figures for ICS or Applied Science courses, which are taught outside the division.
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HUMANITIES PROGRAMS 
 
General Information 

The Division of Humanities emphasizes multi-cultural perspectives (gaining knowledge 
about other cultures and being able to critically analyze and compare this information), multi-
disciplinary perspectives, and writing abilities. The student must take eight courses from their 
freshman through their senior years that are designed to provide the student with multi-cultural 
and multi-disciplinary viewpoints. However, the student concentrates in Hawaiian- Pacific 
Studies, History, English, or Philosophy – focusing most of their course work in one of these 
concentrations.  
 

In their final year, the students do a senior project or senior practicum in the field of their 
concentration. Students must complete three upper division Writing-Intensive courses, which 
include the senior project or practicum course. The division also recommends that students 
complete two semesters of Hawaiian or a second language.  
 
Learning Outcomes 

To assure educational quality and curricular coherence, UH West Oʻahu has identified 
standards appropriate for Humanities students. Students at UH West Oʻahu are expected to apply 
certain educational skills towards mastering material in an academic major and concentration. 
These skills are listed in a set of Divisional and Concentration Learning Outcomes (DLOs and 
CLOs).  

 
The Humanities faculty formulated our Divisional Learning Outcomes in the 2007-08 

academic year. At the same time, UHWO was creating Institutional Learning Outcomes (ILOs).  
Humanities aligned our outcomes with the institutional outcomes with two exceptions. First, we 
believed that our students should gain a multi-disciplinary perspective. There was not such an 
outcome at the UHWO level.  Second, we believed that our students should gain a strong multi-
cultural perspective with two important elements: 1) acquiring multi-cultural knowledge; and 2) 
being able to do comparative analyses once that knowledge was obtained. The UHWO outcome 
addressed only the second element; thus, Humanities had two multi-cultural outcomes. Our 
Humanities outcomes were finalized on January 25, 2008. 
 
Institutional Learning Outcomes: 
Effective Communication – Use relevant information to communicate clearly and effectively to 
an intended audience through written and spoken language. 
 
Cultural Awareness – Demonstrate knowledge of different cultures, sub-cultures or cultural 
phenomena through the study of art, music, history, literature, ideas, language or cross-cultural 
research. 
 
Critical Thinking – Demonstrate critical thinking skills by applying information to make well 
reasoned arguments or solve a problem. 
 
Discipline Knowledge – Demonstrate knowledge of the purview, processes, and contributions 
associated with an academic discipline. 
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General Education Learning Outcomes:  
Written Communication – Demonstrate clear and effective writing about relevant information for 
an intended audience. 
 
Oral Communication – Demonstrate clear and effective speaking skills about relevant 
information when communicating with an intended audience. 
 
Symbolic Reasoning – Expose students to the beauty and power of formal systems, as well as to 
their clarity and precision. 
 
Hawaiian-Asian-Pacific Issues – H-A-P outcome language is currently not available. 
 
Global and Multicultural Perspectives – Demonstrate knowledge of different cultures, 
civilizations, and global events associated with human history.  
 
Arts, Humanities and Literature – Demonstrate knowledge of artistic and philosophical endeavor 
through study of works or primary sources drawn from diverse media, genres, and historical 
periods.  
 
Social and Natural Science Literacy – Demonstrate knowledge of the purview, processes and 
contributions associated with different social and natural scientific disciplines. 
 
Contemporary Ethical Issues - Analyze a dilemma, issue or topic to develop an ethical judgment, 
argument or position. 
 
Divisional Learning Outcomes: 
Graduates with a major in Humanities from UH West Oʻahu will be able to:  
• HUM1 Demonstrate knowledge of the history, phi- losophy, arts, and/or literature of 

different cultures from different global regions and indigenous traditions including 
Native Hawaiian.  

• HUM2 Analyze contemporary issues from multiple cultural perspectives of global regions 
and indigenous traditions including Native Hawaiian.  

• HUM3 Demonstrate an understanding of different Hu- manities disciplines’ concepts, 
methods, primary sources, and knowledge.  

• HUM4 Demonstrate well-organized and competent writing using relevant information in 
Humanities subjects, particularly in their discipline of study in Hu- manities.  

• HUM5 Deliver well-organized, competent oral presen- tations on Humanities subjects to 
relevant audiences.  

• HUM6 Analyze research questions, problems, and issues in Humanities subjects.  
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Degree Requirements 
 
1. HIST 151 World History to 1500 (also meets a Gen Ed Foundations requirement)  
2. HIST 152 World History since 1500 (also meets a Gen Ed Foundations requirement)  
3. ENG 200 Composition II 
4. MATH 100 Survey of Mathematics 
5. Nine credits chosen from the following (no more than 6 credits in any one subject area):  
 

ENG 253  Survey of World Literature I 
ENG 254  World Literature II 
ENG 257B  Literary Themes: Multi-Ethnic American Literature 
HIST 231  European Civilization, 1500-1800 
HIST 232  Modern European Civilization 
HIST 241  Civilizations of Asia 
HIST 281  Intro to American History I 
HIST 282  Intro to American History II 
HWST 107  Hawaiʻi: Center of the Pacific 
PACS 108  Pacific Worlds: Intro to Pacific Islands Studies  
PHIL 102 Intro to Philosophy: Asian Traditions 
PHIL 210  Social and Political Philosophy 
PHIL 220  Intro to Feminism 

 
6. 6 credits in one additional Humanities concentration at the 300-400 level – to obtain an 
additional discipline’s perspective.   
 
 

Creative Media Concentration 
 
Introduction 
 

The Humanities Creative Media (CM) concentration allows graduates of area community 
college visual media programs the opportunity to earn a baccalaureate degree that complements 
technical and artistic skills gained during the freshman and sophomore years. Students with an 
earned degree from one of the following programs may be eligible:  

AS in Television Production (Leeward CC) AS in Digital Media (Leeward CC) 
AS in New Media Arts (Kapiolani CC)  

Graduates of other creative media or communications programs will also be considered for 
admission. Concentration, Division and General Education course work will enhance the abilities 
of those seeking a career in creative media industries and/or graduate study in an MFA, MA, or 
PhD program.  
 
Learning Outcomes 
 

In developing this program, learning outcomes were established in May 2013. These 
learning outcomes are as follows:  
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• CM1  Demonstrate advanced technical skills in a creative medium such as digital 
media/design or animation. 

• CM2  Collaborate toward the end of a narrative in a creative medium such as digital film or 
animation. 

• CM3  Discuss and write about creative media within the context of Humanities disciplines 
such as literary studies and Hawaiian-Pacific studies.  

• CM4  Demonstrate knowledge of creative media production operations and protocols.  
 
Degree Requirements 
 
 In the Humanities Core requirements, Creative Media students may apply two of the 
following courses towards this requirement:  
 
• ART 101 Introduction to Visual Arts  
• ART 112 Introduction to Digital Art  
• ART 157 Digital Storytelling 
• ART 158 History of Animation  
• TVPR 210 Film & Video History, Criticism, Ethics & Aesthetics  
• TVPR 211 Film & Video Storytelling & Scriptwriting  
For students with a concentration in Creative Media, 33 credits are required, including: 

1. CM concentration Courses (15 credits):  
CM 300 Creative Professionals (3)  
CM 314 Music, Sound & Media (3)  
CM 320 (alpha) Topics in Creative Producing (3)  
CM 400 (alpha) Creative Media Master Class (3)CM 426 (alpha) Creative Media Internship (3) or 
ART 311D Design in Public Spaces (3) or ART 320 Web Design & Development (3)  

2. Film/Drama Studies (6 credits from English Film/Drama cluster;  
fulfills Complementary Area requirement):  
ENG 360 Literature & Film (3)  
ENG 361 History of Film (3)  
ENG 367 (alpha) Genres & Directors (3)  
ENG 441 Gender & Sexuality in Literature & Film (3)  
ENG 445 Shakespeare (3)  
ENG 462 (alpha) Studies in Drama  
ENG 465 History of Theatre (3) 

3. Electives: 9 credits from the following:  
HIST 325 Asian Economies, Business, & Consumers  
HIST 464 The Triumph of Mass Culture: The United States  
Since 1920 (3)  
HPST 461 Traditional Art of Hawaii (3)  
HPST 462 Traditional Art of the Pacific (3)  
PHIL 439 Philosophy & Film 

4.  3 credits of Senior Project or Senior Practicum 
CM 490 Senior Practicum (all CM) 
CM 491 Senior Project (all CM) 

Note: Courses may be used only once to fulfill a lower or upper division Creative Media 
requirement, Humanities core requirement, or elective towards graduation.  
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English Concentration 
 
Introduction 

 
The Humanities concentration in English offers students a comprehensive course of study 

in British, American, and Anglophone literatures as well as world literatures in translation. 
Beginning with an introductory course in literary studies, students undertake broad-based 
historical surveys followed by upper-level courses that treat major authors, genres, and themes in 
literature. Courses in literary theory, film studies, and drama also play a central role in these 
upper-level offerings. Assisted by Faculty Advisors, Humanities/English majors may tailor 
upper-level requirements to their own needs and interests. This program of study concludes with 
an original Senior Project or Senior Practicum in literature or cultural studies.  
 
Concentration Learning Outcomes 
 
In AY 2007-2008, the English faculty carefully revised the learning outcomes for English. They 
further altered these outcomes at the start of Fall 2013. Today, these outcomes are as follows. 
Graduates with a concentration in English from UH West Oʻahu will be able to:  

• ENG1 Identify, discuss and analyze genres and histori- cal periods of British, American, 
and World literatures.  

• ENG2 Write effective and coherent essays or creative works using appropriate techniques 
in literary scholarship.  

• ENG3 Analyze and interpret literary texts and/or films.  

• ENG 4 Develop in-depth analysis of a specific body of work (e.g., Major Author), theme or 
literary theory.  

 
Degree Requirements 
 
For students with a concentration in English, 45 credits are required including: 

1. 15 credits of required lower division course work:  
ENG 240 Introduction to Literary Studies (Various faculty) 
ENG 250 American Literature Survey (Orr) 
ENG 253 Survey of World Literature I (Machosky) or ENG 254 World Literature II (Orr) 
ENG 260 British Literature I (800-1700) (Kilpatrick, Machosky) 
ENG 261 British Literature II (1700-Present) (Odhiambo, Orr) 

2. 6 credits required upper division courses:  
ENG 300 (alpha) Topics in Literary Theory (All) 
And one of the following:  
ENG 440 (alpha) Major Author  (All) 
ENG 445 Shakespeare (Kilpatrick, Machosky) 

3. 6 credits from the Film and Drama Cluster:  
ENG 360 Literature and Film  (Orr) 
ENG 361 History of Film  (Orr) 
ENG 367 (alpha) Genres and Directors  (Orr) 
ENG 441 Gender and Sexuality in Literature & Film (Nishimura) 
ENG 462 (alpha) Studies in Drama (Kilpatrick, Machosky) 
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ENG 465 History of Theatre  (Kilpatrick, Machosky) 
4. 6 credits from the Period and Theme Cluster, at least one pre-1700.  

Pre-1700 (choose one):  
ENG 331 (alpha) Topics in British Literature Pre-1700 (Machosky, Orr) 
ENG 340 (alpha) Topics in American Literature Pre-1700  (Kilpatrick, Orr) 
ENG 410 The Bible as Literature (Various faculty) 
One additional course from this list:  
ENG 312 Creative Writing Strategies for Teachers (Chock) 
ENG 313 Intro to Creative Writing  (Chock, Odhiambo) 
ENG 320 (alpha) World Literature  (Various faculty) 
ENG 332 (alpha) Topics in British Literature Post-1700 (Odhiambo, Orr) 
ENG 341 (alpha) Topics in American Literature Post-1700 (Kilpatrick, Orr) 
ENG 372 Asian-American Literature (Nishimura) 
ENG 380 Multicultural & Postcolonial Literatures (Various faculty) 
ENG 383 Children’s Literature (Orr) 
ENG 386 Adolescent Literature  (Orr) 
ENG 470 Literature as History (taught from HIST) 
ENG 481 Plantation Fictions  (Orr) 
Only one of these courses may be used:  
ENG 476 Contemporary Literature of Hawaiʻi  (Chock, Nishimura) 
ENG 477 Polynesian and Micronesian Mythology  (taught from HPST) 
ENG 478 Hawaiian Mythology II  (taught from HPST) 
ENG 479 Hawaiian Mythology I  (taught from HPST) 
ENG 480 Contemporary Literature of the Pacific (Chock, Nishimura) 

5. 9 credits of ENG electives, at least six credits at the 300-400 level.  
Note: Courses may be used only once to fulfill a lower or upper division English requirement, 
cluster requirement, or elective towards graduation. 

6. 3 credits of Senior Project or Senior Practicum 
 ENG 490 Senior Practicum (all ENG) 
 ENG 491 Senior Project (all ENG) 

 
Teaching History (through AY 2013-2014) 
 
Eric Chock  

ENG 200:  Composition II 18 
HUM 310:  Writing Skills 38 
HUM 311/ENG 313:  Introduction to Creative Writing 7 
ENG 312:  Creative Writing Strategies for Teachers 2 
ENG 317: Pidgin Creative Writing Workshop 1 
HUM 390:  Teaching Writing 2 
LIT 429/ENG 380:   Multicultural Literature 2 
ENG/LIT 484/476:   Contemporary Literature of Hawaii 9 
ENG/LIT 480:   Contemporary Literature of the Pacific 6 
ENG 490/491:   Senior Project/Practicum 4 
 
Stan Orr 
ENG 100:   Composition I 1 
ENG 200:   Composition II 10+ 
ENG 240:   Introduction to Literary Studies 2 
ENG 250:  Survey of American Literature 3 
ENG 254:          World Literature II 1 
ENG 257a:  Literary Themes: Crime and Mystery 1 
ENG 261:          British Literature II 1 



 
 

 

50 

ENG 300:          Methods of Literary Interpretation 2 
ENG 300c:  Topics in Literary Theory: Cultural Theory 1 
HUM 300:         Humanities Seminar 1 
HUM 303:  Comparative Traditions East and West (w/Jayson Chun) 1 
HUM 310:  Writing Skills 6 
ENG 320a:    20th Century French and Francophone Literature (WI)     1 
ENG 332b:  Topics in Brit. Lit. Post-1700-- British Imperial Romance 

(online) 
1 

ENG 332c:  Topics in Brit. Lit. Post-1700-- British Modernism 1 
LIT 336:  Approaches to Literature 1 
LIT 341:   19th Century American Literature 1 
ENG 341d:  Topics in American Lit. Post-1700: Lit. of the Am. West (WI) 1 
ENG 342:  20th Century American Literature 1 
LIT 340:  Early American Literature (WI) 1 
LIT 342:  20th Century American Literature 1 
ENG 440:   Major American Authors 1 
ENG 360:  Literature and Film 2 
ENG 361:  History of Film (online and in-person) 3 
ENG 367a: Genres and Directors—Film Noir                                  1 
ENG 367b:     Genres and Directors--The Western  1 
ENG 367c:  Genres and Directors--The Gangster Film            1 
ENG 367d:     Genres and Directors--Science Fiction (EF)  2 
ENG 367e:  Genres and Directors—The Road Movie 1 
LIT 439a:  Topics in Film-- Intro. To Film Studies 1 
ENG 383:        Children’s Literature (online, hybrid, and in-person) 10 
ENG 386:        Adolescent Literature  2 
LIT 486:          Modern Fiction  1 
LIT 471:          The American Renaissance 1 
ENG 481:   Plantation Fiction (WI) 2 
ENG 496:    Expository Writing for Teachers (w/Amy Nishimura) 1 
ENG 496d:    Detective Fiction (WI; HITS and online)  2 
ENG 496e:    Literary Las Vegas (online and in-person) 1 
ENG 496v:    Television Studies 1 
ENG 490/491 Senior Project/Practicum (WI)  15+ 
 
Amy Nishimura 
ENG 100:   Freshmen Composition 15+ 
ENG 200:   Composition II 1 
ENG 240:   Introduction to Literary Studies 1 
ENG 257B  Ethnic Literature of the United States 2 
ENG 300:   Literary Theory 1 
ENG 320B    Literature of War 1 
ENG 341:   19th Century American Literature 1 
ENG 342:  20th Century American Literature  (WI) 1 
ENG 372:   Asian American Literature  (WI) 2 
ENG 380:   Multicultural and Postcolonial Literature 1 
ENG 440:   Major Author 1 
ENG 441:   Gender and Sexuality in Literature and Film 2 
ENG 472:   Contemporary Literature of Hawaii 1 
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ENG 496:   Teaching Composition Studies for Teachers 1 
ENG 496:   Internment Literature 1 
ENG 496:   Studies in Television and Film 1 
ENG 490/491:   Senior Project/Practicum 12 
ENG 496:           Television Studies                                                                                                             1 
 
Brenda Machosky 
ENG 200:   Composition II (formerly HUM 310) 8 
ENG 209:    Business Writing 2 
ENG 257D:  World Literature in English 2 
HUM 300:   Humanities Seminar 1 
ENG 240:    Introduction to Literary Studies 2 
ENG 253:    World Literature I (survey) 3 
ENG 260:    British Literature to 1700 2 
ENG 300:  Literary Theory: Structuralism/Post-Structuralism 2 
ENG 320A:    Magical Realism 2 
ENG 440C:  Major Author:  Edmund Spencer 1 
ENG 445:       Shakespeare 3 
ENG 462:   Opera/Opera and Musical Theater/Devil on Page, Stage and 

Screen 
3 

ENG 490/491: Senior Project/Practicum 11 
 
David Odhiambo 
ENG 100  Composition I 8 
ENG 200  Composition II 18 
ENG 261  British Lit II (1700-present) 1 
ENG 313  Intro to Creative Writing  5 
ENG 332C  Topics in British Lit Post 1700: Modernism 2 
ENG 440D  Major Author: James Baldwin 2 
 
Neva Jacqueline Kilpatrick 
ENG 100:       Freshmen Composition 1 
ENG 200:       Composition II 1 
ENG 341B:    Native Americans in Film 1 
ENG 445:      Shakespeare 1 
ENG 462F:    Greek Drama 1 
ENG 496C:   Contemporary Native American Authors 1 
 
 Of the courses offered in English, six are cross-listed. One is ENG 470 (Literature as 
History), cross-listed with HIST. This course is taught primarily by faculty in the History 
concentration. The other five courses were devised as a set of largely Native Hawaiian and 
Pacific Islander indigenous literature classes, for students interested in those topics. Given the 
expertise of faculty members, three classes that focus on traditional era literature have been 
taught by Hawaiian-Pacific Studies (HPST) faculty, by Cordy (477-- Polynesian and 
Micronesian Mythology; 478 – Hawaiian Mythology II; 479 – Hawaiian Mythology I), and two 
courses that focus on more contemporary literature have been offered by ENG faculty, by Chock 
and more recently by Nishimura (476-Contepmorary Literature of Hawaiʻi; 480 – Contemporary 
Literature of the Pacific). 
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 As for course rotation, the General Education ENG 100 class and UHWO graduation 
requirement of ENG 200 are offered by ENG tenure-track faculty or adjuncts.  ENG 200 must be 
taken by all UHWO students. This situation has existed since UHWO became a four-year school 
in AY 2007-2008. Previously, HUM 310 (Writing Skills) was a graduation requirement closely 
equivalent to ENG 200. Given the demand for these courses, multiple sections are offered every 
semester. One full-time non-tenure track position usually offered three of the ENG 200 courses 
per semester, and another tenure track faculty member offered one-to-two ENG 100 courses per 
semester. Today, all ENG faculty members help deliver these classes, and an ever-increasing 
number of part-time lecturers.  
 
 As for English majors, the required lower division courses (#1 in list of requirements) 
and upper division courses (#2) are offered annually or semi-annually. In the Film /Drama 
Cluster, 1-2 courses are offered every semester, and each course is offered within a two-year 
cycle.  The same is true for courses within the Period and Theme Cluster – three to five courses 
per semester and each course within a one-to-four year cycle (including those cross-listed in by 
HPST and HIST). Numerous electives are offered every semester. Directed Reading as an 
elective and the Senior Project/Senior Practicum course are offered on demand, as are 
independent studies courses within individual ENG faculty.   
 
 English offers a variety of different delivery modes. Many courses are live, with some 
delivered in a seminar format (one meeting per week) and offered in evenings.  Some in person 
courses include guest speakers who are well known local authors, among them Wing Tek Lum, 
Juliet Kono, Lois Ann Yamanaka, Nora Keller, and Puanani Burgess. ENG 100 and 200 have 
on-line sections taught by full-time faculty (e.g., Chock, Odhiambo). Some sections of ENG 300 
(topics in Literary Theory) have been taught as hybrid classes – part online and part live.  And a 
number of courses are offered periodically online -- e.g., ENG 441 (Gender and Sexuality in 
Literature and Film) and ENG 383 (Children’s Literature). In any one semester, a variety of 
these modes are used. For example, in Spring 2014, 29 courses were live, one course was a 
hybrid, and seven courses were online. Students have reported no problems in obtaining classes 
to meet their graduation requirements in English. Thus, members of the English faculty believe 
modes are meeting students’ needs. 

 
 

Hawaiian-Pacific Studies Concentration 
 
Introduction 

 
Hoʻokahi paena o ka moana nui ākea. At the foundation of the Hawaiian-Pacific Studies 

program is the perspective and understanding that a single ocean connects the islands and the 
peoples of the Pacific and Hawaiʻi. The curriculum is designed to provide a good foundation of 
knowledge that includes art, history, languages, literatures, and contemporary issues of all 
Oceania (including Australia, Melanesia, Micronesia, and Polynesia), with Hawai‘i as a core of 
this knowledge. We strive to incorporate the idea that each of the societies of the Pacific has their 
own unique history, language, social and cultural practices, literature, arts, architecture, and 
contemporary issues, as well as the idea that all of Oceania is linked by connections and 
continuities that precede any modern constructs of nationality and cultural areas.  
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The program offers a wide array of courses on Hawaiʻi and the Pacific Islands, enabling 

the student to gain a broad overview of the Pacific, as well as in-depth knowledge of specific 
aspects of Hawaiʻi and the Pacific. Students who complete the concentration will have an 
excellent foundation for careers in the public or private sector that include teaching, counseling, 
health administration, cultural resource management, environmental resource management, 
urban planning, land management, as well as film and media. The concentration also prepares 
students for graduate school programs in a variety of disciplines such as anthropology, 
archaeology, education, English, geography, history, folklore, art history, religion, political 
science, Hawaiian language, Hawaiian studies, and Pacific Islands studies. 
 
Concentration Learning Outcomes 
 
 Our three HPST faculty carefully revised the learning outcomes of Hawaiian-Pacific 
Studies in AY 2007-2008 to address what they felt students in this discipline should learn. These 
were slightly altered at the start of Fall 2013.   
 
Graduates with a concentration in Hawaiian-Pacific Studies from UH West Oʻahu will be able 
to:  

• HPST1 Demonstrate knowledge of specific aspects of Native Hawaiian and/or Pacific 
Islander peoples (such as history, geography, politics, arts, literature, contemporary 
issues, and cultural practices).  

• HPST2 Conduct research on specific Hawaiian-Pacific Studies topics, using primary and 
secondary sources, and critically analyze findings.  

• HPST3 Present well-organized and competent research findings or creative work on specific 
Hawaiian-Pacific Studies topics in writing, orally, performances or other acceptable 
media.  

• HPST4 Speak, read and write in Hawaiian or another Pacific language.  

• HPST5 Demonstrate knowledge of indigenous Hawaiian and Pacific worldviews and 
perspectives.  
 

Degree Requirements 
 
In AY 20070-2008, our HPST faculty devised a four-year program for this discipline. 

The program has a similar number of credits as UH Mānoa’s Hawaiian Studies program 
(counting their prerequisites) and as UH Hilo. They retained the cluster concept – a cluster of 
related classes. There are now six clusters: Introductory (overview classes), Pacific Islands 
Language, Literature, Arts, History, and Contemporary Culture and Issues. For students with a 
Concentration in Hawaiian-Pacific Studies, 49 credits are required. The requirements follow, 
also indicating in parenthesis which of the faculty teaches the courses. 
 
For students with a concentration in Hawaiian-Pacific Studies, 49 credits are required including:  

1. 9 credits in Introductory courses  
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Two required courses:  
HWST 107 Hawaiʻi: Center of the Pacific (Basham, or Lecturer) 
PACS 108 Pacific Worlds: Introduction to Pacific Islands Studies  (Lilomaiva-Doktor, or 
     Lecturer) 
And one of the following:  
HPST 304 Hawaiian-Pacific Traditions (Cordy) 
HPST 365 Geography of the Pacific (Lilomaiva-Doktor) 

2. 16 credits, or two years equivalent, of a Pacific Islands language  
    (usually 4 semesters at the University level):  

HAW 101 Elementary Hawaiian I  (Basham, Lecturer) 
HAW 102 Elementary Hawaiian II  (Basham, Lecturer) 
HAW 201 Intermediate Hawaiian I  (Basham) 
HAW 202 Intermediate Hawaiian II  (Basham) 
HAW 301 Third-Level Hawaiian I  (Basham) 
HAW 302 Third-Level Hawaiian II  (Basham) 
(or other Pacific Islands language)  

3. 3 credits from the Literature Cluster:  
HPST 476 Contemporary Literature of Hawaiʻi  (taught from ENG) 
HPST 477 Polynesian and Micronesian Mythology (Cordy) 
HPST 478 Hawaiian Mythology II  (Cordy) 
HPST 479 Hawaiian Mythology I  (Cordy) 
HPST 480 Contemporary Literature of the Pacific  (taught from ENG) 

4. 3 credits from the Arts Cluster:  
HPST 212 Paʻa Ke Kahua: Hula Foundations  (Basham) 
HPST 461 Traditional Art of Hawaiʻi  (Cordy) 
HPST 462 Traditional Art of the Pacific (Cordy) 

5. 3 credits from the History Cluster:  
HPST 380 Field Archaeology: Pre-European Times (Cordy) 
HPST 384 Hawaiʻi from European Contact to the Overthrow  (taught from HIST)  
HPST 437 Pacific Archaeology  (Cordy) 
HPST 471 Polynesia Before European Contact  (Cordy)  
HPST 482 Pacific Islands (Lilomaiava-Doktor) 
HPST 483 Archaeology of Hawaiʻi  (Cordy) 
HPST 488 Twentieth Century Hawaiʻi  (taught from HIST) 

6. 3 credits from the Contemporary Culture and Issues Cluster:  
HPST 381 Hawaiʻi Politics  (taught from POLS) 
HPST 440 Kanawai Hawaiʻi: Native Hawaiian Law  (Basham) 
HPST 450 Pacific Islanders Diaspora Experiences (Lilomaiva-Doktor) 
HPST 456 Peoples of Hawaiʻi  (taught from SOC) 
HPST 489 Political Conflict in the Pacific  (Lilomaiava-Doktor) 

7. 9 credits in Hawaiian-Pacific electives from the classes above not used to fulfill a cluster  
    requirement and from following list.  

HPST 312 Kunihi Ka Mauna: Hula Journeys  (Basham) 
HPST 342 Indigenous Peoples and Modernity  (taught from POLS) 
HPST 495 (alpha) Research Methods (topics will vary)  
    HPST 495A  Hawaiian & Polynesian Warfare (Cordy)  
HPST 496 Selected Topics in Hawaiian-Pacific Studies (v) (all HPST)  
HPST 499 Directed Reading and Research (v)  (all HPST) 

8.  3 credits of Senior Project or Senior Practicum 
HPST 490 Senior Practicum (all HPST) 
HPST 491 Senior Project  (all HPST) 

 
The Introductory cluster HPST courses in Hawaiian Studies (HWST 107) and Pacific 

Islands Studies (PACS 108) are offered every semester, in part because these are also H Focus 
General Education classes, which are in demand for General Education concerns. The upper 
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division Introductory cluster courses (HPST 365 and 304) are taught every Fall and Spring 
semesters, respectively. In the Pacific Islands Language cluster, Hawaiian Language courses are 
offered every year in a two-course sequence; for example, HAW 101 in Fall and HAW 102 in 
Spring.  This sequence is true for HAW 201/202 and HAW 301/302.  Also, all levels of language 
have to be taught every year, so HAW 101/102, HAW 201/202, and HAW 301/302 are offered 
every year.  Directed Reading/Research (HPST 499) and Senior Project/Practicum (HPSTA 
490/491) are taught on demand by individual faculty. All other courses are taught within a two-
year rotation. For example, Hawaiian Mythology I (HPST 479) is taught one Fall semester, and 
Hawaiian Mythology II (HPST 478) is taught the next Fall semester. HPST students are usually 
able to take courses from each cluster every semester, and definitely several courses from each 
cluster in each academic year. 
 

In general, HPST courses have used a live delivery mode, with the belief that one-to-one 
in person instruction is very important. However, we have used other delivery modes as 
experiments (e.g., streaming video for a live distance Archaeology of Hawaiʻi class in 
conjunction with a live class; one of our 300 overview cluster courses, HPST 365, on ITS TV).  
Because some courses have lectures posted on Laulima, we have also accommodated individual 
students on the outer islands in taking online these classes that are predominantly live in mode.  
We are presently developing hybrid (on-line with fixed live meetings) formats for our lower-
division introductory cluster Hawaiian Studies class (HWST 107) and for several other classes, 
and an on-line version of our introductory cluster Pacific Islands Studies class (PACS 108) and 
our Third Level Hawaiian I (HAW 301), HAW 301 in conjunction with Maui Community 
College. Dr. Basham is also working on developing an on-line instruction program in Hawaiian 
language, in partnership with the Auckland Institute of Technology’s language program. 
 

We use a variety of delivery techniques, including in-class lectures using PowerPoint and 
the web-based Laulima platform and hybrid courses combining online and in-person teaching. 
To supplement our classroom lectures and online teaching, we expose our students to a variety of 
additional educational opportunities, including the following: 

 
• host guest lecturers and expert cultural practitioners who share their knowledge 

and provide hands-on learning experiences in our classes (i.e., kapa (fiber arts), 
ulana (weaving); lua (Native Hawaiian martial arts)) 

• visit and conduct research at various libraries specializing in Hawaiʻi and the 
Pacific with presentation from their lead librarians (i.e., UH Mānoa’s Hamilton 
Library’s Hawaiian and Pacific Collection, the Bishop Museum’s Library and 
Archives, the Hawaiian Historical Society Library 

• visit, site collection, and conduct research at various museum collections (i.e., 
Bishop Museum Collections area and exhibit halls, ʻ 

• visit contemporary Hawaiian and Pacific Islander farming and cultural activity 
sites, and to see different place-based landscapes.  

• visit cultural sites to connect to historical events and settlement (i.e., ʻIolani 
Palace, Queen Emma’s Summer Palace, Kūkaniloko).  

• conduct research at cultural and archaeological sites in Waiʻanae valley in west 
Oʻahu.  
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• engaging in community organizations and activities (i.e., church, family, dance 
group, club) 

• conduct service learning with local intermediate and high schools helping Pacific 
Islander students.   

• host joint gatherings of courses and students from different campuses (i.e., 
UHWO and BYU Lāʻie) to discuss Pacific Islander cultural issues 

• intense Hawaiian language immersion retreats where participants also engage in 
community service through mālama ʻāina (caring for the land) and learning about 
and visiting cultural sites 

• conduct language exchanges with faculty and students from other universities 
around the Pacific (i.e., Auckland University of Technology)  

  
Our HPST program has several staffing concerns. The delivery of Hawaiian language has 

proved complex, as classes have to be taken in a series and all levels of language have to be 
taught every semester. This has necessitated hiring a lecturer to help deliver one language class 
each semester. Also, it has prevented Dr. Basham from being able to spend time teaching 
contemporary Hawaiian issues classes and hula classes. A lecturer was used this last year to 
deliver a course on contemporary Hawaiian issues. Additionally, the introductory Hawaiian 
studies course (HWST 107) and the introductory Pacific Islands studies course (PACS 108) both 
are also General Education H Focus courses that are increasingly being taken by all UHWO 
students to meet this General Education requirement. This has resulted in a lecturer being hired 
this last year to help deliver HWST 107 and another for PACS 108. In the last UHWO Academic 
Development Plan (ADP) that planned for needed faculty from AY 2011-2012 out to AY 2016-
2017, HPST was listed as anticipating receiving a position in 2011-12 and plans were proposed 
for another in 2013-14. It was envisioned that these two additional faculty positions would help 
fully deliver language and enable more courses to be given on contemporary Native Hawaiian 
issues. However, until these allocations come to fruition, the program will remain understaffed.  

 
 
Teaching History (through AY 2013-2014) 

 
Ross Cordy 
HPST 304   Hawaiian-Pacific Traditions 9 
HPST 380   Field Archaeology: Pre European Times 12 
HPST 437   Pacific Archaeology 8 
HPST 461   Traditional Art of Hawaiʻi 7 
HPST 462   Traditional Art of the Pacific 5 
HPST 471   Polynesia Before European Contact 6 
HPST 477   Polynesian and Micronesian Mythology 4 
HPST 478   Hawaiian Mythology II 8 
HPST 479   Hawaiian Mythology I 8 
HPST 483   Archaeology of Hawaiʻi 15 
HPST 495-A Research Methods:  Hawaiian & Polynesian Warfare 4 
HPST 490-491 Senior Project/Practicum 50+ 
 
 
Leilani Basham 
HWST 107  Hawaiʻi: Center of the Pacific 3 
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HAW 101  Beginning Hawaiian I 6 
HAW 102  Beginning Hawaiian II 5 
HAW 201  Intermediate Hawaiian I 5 
HAW 202  Intermediate Hawaiian II 5 
HAW 301  Third-Level Hawaiian I 3 
HAW 302  Third-Level Hawaiian II 3 
HAW 401  Fourth-Level Hawaiian I 1 
HAW 402  Fourth-Level Hawaiian II 1 
HAW 321  Hawaiian Conversation 3 
HPST 327  Mālama ʻĀina: Land-Based Literacies 3 
HPST 312  Kūnihi Ka Mauna: Hula Journeys 2 
HPST 396 Hawaiian Language Leadership 1 
HPST 440  Kānāwai Hawaiʻi: Native Hawaiian Law 1 
HPST 490/491  Senior Practicum/Senior Project 5 
 
Sāʻiliemanu Lilomaiava-Doktor 
GEOG 102  World Regional Geography 5 
PACS 108  Introduction to Pacific Islands Studies 14 
HPST/GEOG 328 Culture and Environment 5 
HPST/GEOG 365  Geography of the Pacific 8 
HPST 430  Contemporary Pacific: Globalization and Change 1 
HPST 450  Pacific Islanders Diaspora Experiences 5 
HPST/HIST 482  Pacific Islands 6 
HPST/POLS 489  Politics and Conflicts in the Pacific 4 
HPST 491  Senior Project 3 

 
 

History Concentration 
 
Introduction 

 
The History faculty at UH West Oʻahu pride themselves on helping students develop an 

understanding of the past that guides them through the present and prepares them for the future. 
Historians study how human societies have shown change and continuity over time. Students of 
History develop skills in evaluating evidence, organizing information, formulating arguments, 
and writing narratives and expositions. The UH West Oʻahu History concentration features a 
broad array of course offerings, including four regional clusters in American History, Asian 
History, Europe and the World, and Hawaiian-Pacific History.  
 

A concentration in History is an excellent stepping-stone to a career in education, 
journalism, government service, law or business. History students at UH West Oʻahu develop 
their critical thinking skills in information processing, historical analysis, and writing. 
 
Concentration Learning Outcomes 
 
 Graduates with a concentration in History from UH West Oʻahu will be able to:  
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• HIST1 Write well-organized and competent expository prose about the causes of significant 
events in history to a set specification (e.g., Chicago Manual of Style, Turabian) or 
the discursive equivalent in other media as determined by faculty.  

• HIST2 Give well-organized and competent oral presentations that involve the use of history 
(either historical topics, or the use of history in the classroom).  

• HIST3 Analyze historical developments in Europe, the Americas, Asia, and the Pacific.  

• HIST4 Make clear historical arguments and develop them using recognized historical 
methods.  

• HIST5 Use sources such as novels, film, music, art, history texts, or newspapers to analyze 
historical issues.  

 
Degree Requirements 

 
In AY 2007-2008, the HIST faculty devised a four-year program for this discipline. The 

program has a similar number of credits as UH Mānoa’s and UH Hilo’s programs. Concentration 
requirements provide students with a high degree of flexibility, but students must choose one 
world region as a primary field and take at least one course in each of the other three regional 
fields (American, Asia, Europe/World, and Hawaiian-Pacific). For students with a concentration 
in HIST, 36 credits are required. The requirements follow, also indicating in parentheses which 
of the faculty members teach the courses.   
 
For students with a concentration in History, 36 credits are required including:  

1. 6 credits from the following (Area Courses):  
HIST 231 European Civilization, 1500-1800 (Rosenfeld) 
HIST 232 Modern European Civilization (Rosenfeld) 
HIST 241 Civilizations of Asia (Chun) 
HIST 281 Intro to American History I (Sasaki) 
HIST 282 Intro to American History II (Sasaki) 
Students who plan to pursue a career in teaching social studies are strongly recommended to take 
HIST 281 and HIST 282 to prepare for the teaching examination.  

2. Primary Field: 9 upper division credits* in one of the following  
four fields: American, Asian, Europe/World, Hawaiian-Pacific  

3. Secondary Field (i.e. distribution): 9 upper division credits*, one course in each of the other 
three fields, other than the Primary Field  
4. Electives: 9 upper division credits* of HIST, not used as a field requirement.  

*NOTE: Junior and senior transfer students concentrating in History may apply two 200-level 
History courses taken at UHWO to any of the three upper-division History requirements (primary 
field, secondary field, or electives).  

5.  3 credits of Senior Project or Senior Practicum 
 HIST 490 Senior Practicum (all HIST) 
 HIST 491 Senior Project (all HIST) 
American History field (taught by Sasaki):  

HIST 318 Asian American History  
HIST 361 U.S. Women's History  
HIST 393 U.S. Military History  
HIST 461 The British in America: 1607-1763  
HIST 462 The Formative Years: U.S. History 1763-1841  
HIST 463 U.S. History 1840-1920  
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HIST 464 The Triumph of Mass Culture: The United States Since 1920  
HIST 466 The United States in the Pacific  
HIST 470 Literature as History  
HIST 496 Selected Topics in History (in American History)  

Asian History field (taught by Chun):  
HIST 306 History of Southeast Asia  
HIST 311 Chinese Culture  
HIST 312 Modern China  
HIST 318 Asian American History  
HIST 321 Japanese Culture  
HIST 322 Modern Japan  
HIST 325 Asian Economies, Business, and Consumers  
HIST 328 Modern Korea  
HIST 329 Cold War in Asia  
HIST 496 Selected Topics in History (in Asian History) 

European/World field (taught by Rosenfeld):  
HIST 308 Science and the Modern Prospect (taught from Political Science) 
HIST 350 History of Terrorism  
HIST 354 History of Russia  
HIST 433 Middle Ages, 300-1300 A.D.  
HIST 443 Nazi Germany  
HIST 459 Europe Since 1945  
HIST 496 Selected Topics in History (in European/World History)  

Hawaiian-Pacific field:  
HIST 384 Hawaiʻi from European Contact to the Overthrow (Sasaki) 
HIST 437 Pacific Archaeology  (taught from HPST) 
HIST 466 The United States in the Pacific (Sasaki) 
HIST 471 Polynesia before European Contact  (taught from HPST) 
HIST 482 Pacific Islands  (taught from HPST) 
HIST 483 Archaeology of Hawaiʻi  (taught from HPST) 
HIST 487 Hawaiʻi During World War II (Rosenfeld) 
HIST 488 Twentieth Century Hawaiʻi  
HIST 496 Selected Topics in History (in Hawaiian Pacific History)  
 
Courses may be used only once to fulfill a Primary Field, Secondary Field, or elective 
requirements towards graduation. 

 
In regards to the rotation of history courses, increasing demands of General Education for 

all UHWO have students needing to fulfill Foundations: Global/Multi-Cultural General 
Education requirement (two courses), and most students take HIST 151 and 152. This has 
impacted the number of sections offered, from six per year in AY 2011-201212 to seventeen in 
AY 2013-2014. Another way of viewing this demand is that 223 students took these classes in 
AY 2011-2012, 408 in AY 2012-2013, and 511 in AY 2013-2014.  Thus, multiple sections of 
each course is offered every semester, some taught by full-time faculty and others by lecturers. 

 
As for the courses required for history majors, several of the required 200 level Area 

Courses are offered every semester, and each is taught within a two-year rotation – although 
HIST 281 and 282 are taught every year. Multiple courses in each of the regional subfields are 
taught every semester, and each is taught within a two-year rotation (including those cross-listed 
in from HPST). Numerous courses that serve as electives are offered every semester. Directed 
Readings, as electives, and the Senior Project/Senior Practicum courses are offered on demand, 
as are independent studies courses. 
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Course delivery modes range considerably in the History Concentration. A number of 

courses are live. A large number of history courses are online hybrid courses – delivered either 
50% or 75% via distance learning platforms, particularly Laulima (e.g., HIST 241, 306, 321, 
329, 433, 459). Indeed, History led the way in developing these types of hybrid courses within 
Humanities and to a large degree for all of UHWO. Additionally, some History courses have 
been offered in completely online formats. Students have expressed no concerns about obtaining 
courses necessary to meet their requirements, so faculty believe that the delivery modes and 
rotations adequately meet the needs of their majors. 

 
History has two major staffing concerns. One, they need an additional, full-time faculty 

member to help deliver the large and divergent range of American History and Hawaiian-Pacific 
History courses (excluding those Hawaiian-Pacific History courses delivered by HPST). Also, 
HIST 151 (World History to 1500) and HIST 152 (World History since 1500) are two major 
General Education courses (Focus: Global & Multicultural Perspective). Most students at 
UHWO take these courses for this General Education requirement. Thus, as UHWO’s enrollment 
has increased, more sections of these two courses have had to be offered. The number of sections 
offered has increased from six in 2011-2012 to eleven in AY 2012-2013 to seventeen during the 
previous academic year. Full-time faculty teach at least one of these courses per semester, and 
the increasing demand for these courses has required hiring more Lecturers to teach the classes. 
Also, the introduction of the Education Division’s program in Middle and Secondary 
Education—a curriculum that requires students to complete the U.S. History series (HIST 281 
and 282)—will produce a heightened demand for these courses. In the last UHWO Academic 
Development Plan (ADP), which planned through AY 2016-2017, History was allotted one 
position to be filled next academic year (2014-2015). Official approval for this position has not 
yet been received. It appears that an additional position will be needed to help cover servicing 
needs for General Education and for the Education Division’s new Middle/Secondary Education 
programs and to expand course work into women’s history and Filipino-American history, the 
latter planned to enhance offerings to our region’s students.  

 
Teaching History 

 
Jayson Chun 
HIST 151  World History to 1500 1 
HIST 152  World History since 1500 10 
HIST 241  Civilizations of Asia 4 
HIST 306  History of Southeast Asia 6 
HIST 311  Chinese Culture 4 
HIST 312  Modern China 5 
HIST 318  Asian American History 1 
HIST 321  Japanese Culture 6 
HIST 322  Modern Japan 6 
HIST 325  Asian Economies, Business, and Consumers 5 
HIST 328  Modern Korea 4 
HIST 329  Cold War in Asia 2 
HIST 490-491  Senior Project/Practicum 13 
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Alan Rosenfeld 
HIST 151   World History to 1500 7 
HIST 152   World History since 1500 6 
HIST 231   European Civilization, 1500-1800 3 
HIST 232   Modern European Civilization 2 
HIST 350   History of Terrorism 2 
HIST 433   Middle Ages 5 
HIST 443   Nazi Germany 4 
HIST 459   Europe since 1945 4 
HIST 487   Hawaiʻi during World War II 3 
HUM 301   Studies in the Western Tradition  1 
HIST 490-491 Senior Project/Practicum 14 
 
Christen Sasaki 
HIST 151  World History to 1500      8 
HIST 281  American History I  3 
HIST 282  American History II  3 
HIST 318  Asian American History              2 
HIST 361  U.S. Women's History           2 
HIST 384   Hawaiʻi From European Contact to Overthrow                    1 
HIST 464  The Triumph of Mass Culture: The United States Since 1920  1 
HIST 466  The U.S. in the Pacific          1 
HIST 490-491  Senior Project/Practicum               7 

 
 

Philosophy Concentration 
 
Concentration Learning Outcomes 
 
Graduates with a concentration in Philosophy from UH West Oʻahu will be able to:  

• PHIL1 Identify major philosophers in the history of Western philosophy. 

• PHIL2 Identify major world philosophies.  

• PHIL3 Apply philosophies to other disciplines. 

• PHIL4 Analyze contemporary issues and construct original solutions.  

• PHIL5 Present philosophical ideas concisely in a thesis driven paper. 

• PHIL6 Articulate philosophical ideas orally in either a formal or informal presentation.  
 

Degree Requirements 
 
In AY 2007-2008 our PHIL faculty member devised a four-year program for this 

discipline. The program has a similar number of credits as UH Mānoa’s PHIL program and other 
comparable programs. For students with a concentration in PHIL, 30 credits are required. The 
requirements follow, also indicating in parenthesis the faculty who teaches the courses. The non-
Western philosophies requirement (World Philosophies and Traditions), in particular, is unique 
to the University of Hawaiʻi system, since very few philosophy programs nation-wide have such 
a requirement. This gives UHWO Philosophy majors an edge in competing with others in 



 
 

 

62 

graduate school applications. In addition, the non-Western philosophies requirement also gives 
our students a much wider range of philosophy literacy in this increasing globalized world.  
 
For students with a concentration in History, 30 credits are required including:  

1. 6 credits from the History of Western Philosophy:  
PHIL 211 Ancient Greek and Roman Philosophy  (Rosenlee) 
PHIL 213 Modern Western Philosophy  (Rosenlee, Lecturer) 

2. 3 credits from Social and Political Philosophy:  
PHIL 210 Social and Political Philosophy  (Rosenlee) 
PHIL 220 Introduction to Feminism   (Rosenlee) 
PHIL 302 Political Philosophy (Rosenlee) 

3. 3 credits from Ethics and Law:  
PHIL 311 Philosophy of Law (Lecturer) 
PHIL 312 Ethical Studies (Rosenlee) 
PHIL 481 Ethics and Administration (taught from PUBA/BUSA) 
PHIL 482 Environmental Ethics (Lecturer) 

4. 3 credits from Philosophical Topics:  
PHIL 302 Political Philosophy (Rosenlee, or taught from POLS) 
PHIL 308 Science and the Modern Prospect (taught from POLS) 
PHIL 325 Philosophy of Economics  
PHIL 435 The Religious Dimension of Human Life (Lecturer) 
PHIL 439 Philosophy and Film (Rosenlee) 

5. 3 credits from World Philosophies and Traditions:  
PHIL 470A Studies in Asian Philosophy: Buddhism  
PHIL 470B Studies in Asian Philosophy: Confucianism (Rosenlee) 
PHIL 470C Studies in Asian Philosophy: Daoism 

6. 3 credits from Philosophical Movements:  
PHIL 401 Existentialism and the Human Condition (Rosenlee) 
PHIL 418 Feminist Philosophy (Rosenlee) 

7. 6 credits of PHIL electives, 200 level or above. 
8. 3 credits of Senior Project or Senior Practicum 
 PHIL 490 Senior Practicum (Rosenlee) 
 PHIL 491 Senior Project (Rosenlee) 

 
Teaching History 

 
Lisa Rosenlee   
PHIL 100:  Introduction to Philosophy – Survey of Problems 3 
PHIL 210:  Social and Political Philosophy 1  
PHIL 211:  Ancient Greek and Roman Philosophy 2 
PHIL 213:  Modern Western Philosophy 2 
PHIL 220:  Introduction to Feminism 4 
PHIL 300:  Ancient Philosophy  2 
PHIL 301:  Modern Philosophy 2  
PHIL/POLS 302: Political Philosophy 6 
PHIL 310:  Understanding Contemporary Philosophy  1 
PHIL 312:  Ethical Studies 4 
PHIL 401:  Existentialism and the Human Condition  4 
PHIL 439:  Philosophy and Film 7 
PHIL 470B:  Studies in Asian Philosophy – Confucianism 2 
PHIL 490-491   Senior Project/Practicum 6 
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 A number of Philosophy’s classes are cross-listed to take advantage of faculty expertise 
in other fields. These include two courses cross-listed with Political Science – 302 (Political 
Philosophy) and 308 (Science and the Modern Prospect). PHIL 302 is sometimes taught by PHIL 
faculty and sometimes by POLS faculty. Also, 481 (Ethics & Administration) is cross-listed with 
Public Administration/Business Administration and is taught by their faculty. The course rotation 
for Philosophy majors usually sees one class per semester from each cluster, and each course is 
offered on a year and a half rotation – this rotation delivered now by the full-time faculty 
member and by two part-time lecturers.   
 Course delivery modes include live classes, but also hybrid and online courses.  
Philosophy, along with History, was one of the early developers of hybrid classes in Humanities 
at UHWO. For example PHIL 220, 470B, and 482 have or will be offered as hybrid courses this 
Spring or this coming Fall. Also, many PHIL classes offer an Ethics (E) or Oral (O) Focus, and 
UHWO students are required to take one E and one O class as General Education Focus classes. 
 

The Philosophy Concentration is currently understaffed. One permanent full-time faculty 
is not sufficient to adequately deliver the range of courses required for majors in a timely 
fashion.  Thus, Lecturers have had to be used to help deliver these courses. Also, lecturers cannot 
be used to do long-range planning; this needs to be done with permanent faculty. The most 
recent UHWO Academic Development Plan (ADP) included a second full-time position for 
PHIL. The current plan programmed this position to be filled in AY 2013-2014. This has not 
occurred, and the Philosophy Concentration thus remains understaffed. 
 
 

Music Program 
 
Introduction 

 
There still are no plans to move Music to a concentration this year.  Discussions have 

focused on possibly setting up a certificate or “minor” in Music with 15 credits.  The faculty 
member has proceeded with preliminary planning for this effort. The envisaged certificate will 
initially offer general music training for students working towards degrees in other academic 
areas. However, assuming administration has the commitment to establish a Music 
concentration, sufficient courses have now been developed. A framework of concentration 
requirements is developed, and learning outcomes are being drafted. Such a concentration will 
offer specific training in the music content-producing industry for creative media, leading to  
careers such as performing musician, songwriter, producer, sound engineer, sound editor, and 
post-production editor for video. But clearly the program is understaffed.  Again, it currently has 
one full-time non-tenure-track assistant professor.  Two full-time, tenured faculty positions are 
needed to get the program up and running. The UHWO Academic Development Plan proposed 
two such tenure-track positions (based on the Humanities Division’s recommendations), one to 
be available in AY 2011-2012 and the second in AY 2012-2013.  

 
Learning Outcomes 
 
 Initial formulation of Music Concentration learning outcomes are as follows: 
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• MUS1 Demonstrate an ability to play a principal instrument, sing or compose in at least 
three different musical styles (classical, traditional and contemporary Hawaiian, jazz, 
contemporary popular music, or other).   

• MUS2 Demonstrate an ability to play a principal instrument or sing in an ensemble 
setting (i.e., band, chorus or Hawaiian Ensemble). 

• MUS3 Demonstrate literacy in music by recognizing and evaluating elements (rhythm, 
melody, harmony, timbre, texture and form) in a variety of music styles through hearing, 
reading, writing, and analyzing music.  

• MUS4 Demonstrate knowledge of music technology and recording studio workflow.  
• MUS5 Demonstrate an understanding of the creative industries and entrepreneurial 

thinking.   
 
Degree Requirements (Draft) 

 
Initial ideas for a Music Concentration see approximately 36 credits of coursework, 

arranged in three clusters: Music Performance, Music Writing, and Music Production. To date, 
courses have been developed in the following groupings. (Some courses are in the catalogue but 
have not yet been offered.).   

 
1.  Theory 
MUS 108 Fundamentals of Western Music (Magnussen; Lecturer) 
MUS 208 Intro to Songwriting (Magnussen) 
MUS 280 Basic Theory and Aural Skills (Magnussen; to be offered as online course in 2014) 
MUS 281 Music Theory I (not yet offered) 
MUS 282 Music Theory II (not yet offered) 
MUS 283 Aural Training I (not yet offered) 
MUS 284 Aural Training II (not yet offered) 
MUS 285 Music Theory III (not yet offered) 
 
2.  Composition 
MUS 208 Intro to Songwriting (Magnussen) 
 
3.  History / Literature 
MUS 106 Intro to Music Literature (Magnussen) 
MUS 367 (Lecturer) 
MUS 265 Hist of Western Music to 1750 (not yet offered) 
MUS 266 Hist of Western Music after 1750 (not yet offered) 
 
4. Ethnomusicology 
MUS 107 Music in World Cultures (Lecturer) 
MUS 368 Cool Runnings: A Reggae History (Lecturer, Fall 2014) 
 
5.  Music Technology 
MUS 314 Music, Sound and Media (Magnussen) (Crosslist CM 314) 
MUS 240 Intro to Music Technology (not yet offered) 
 
6. Performance Studies 
MUS 114 University Chorus (Magnussen, Lecturer Fall 2014) 
MUS 121b Beginning Voice (Lecturer) 
MUS 121f Beginning Slack Key Guitar (Lecturer) 
MUS 121z Beginning ʻUkulele (Magnussen, Lecturer) 
MUS 211 Intro to Hawaiian Ensemble (Lecturer) 
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MUS 311 Hawaiian Ensemble (Lecturer) 
MUS 419 University Band (Lecturer) 

 
Presently, most courses are delivered in-person with the exception of two online 

Literature and Ethnomusicology courses. Beginning in Fall 2014, however, MUS 280 will be the 
first of several Theory courses envisioned to be offered online. Additionally, one course has been 
offered off-site in a partnership with the Boys and Girls Club of Hawaiʻi in Waiʻanae as part of 
an ongoing effort to use music to bridge the high school–college gap in underserved regions.  
And in Summer 2013, a recording studio was developed and housed in the Psychology Lab, to 
increase the university’s capacity to provide technologically relevant hands-on music learning 
experiences on campus.   
 
Teaching History: 
 
Jon Magnussen 
MUS 106  Intro to Music Literature  1 
MUS 108  Fundamentals of Western Music  3 
MUS 114  University Chorus  3 
MUS 121z Beginning ʻUkulele 1 
MUS 196b Introduction to Music Literature 1 
MUS 208  Intro to Songwriting  1 
MUS 280  Basic Theory and Aural Skills  1 
MUS 314  Music, Sound and Media 1 
MUS 367 History of American Pop Music 1 
 
 

Math-Science Program 
 
Introduction 

 
Three Math-Science faculty members were initially hired for Fall 2007 to begin to deliver 

100-200 level courses for General Education in conjunction with the start of UHWO’s four-year 
program. These positions included one in Math (L. Furuto), one in Biological Sciences (F. Cox) 
and one in Physical Sciences (J. Bariyanga, Chemistry). These faculty members were part of 
Humanities as a Math-Science subunit by former VCAA Itano.  The initial goal was to have at 
least two math courses, two biological science courses, and one or two physical science courses 
each semester.  One of the early problems was a lack of lab facilities.  Sinks were added to one 
classroom at our old Leeward Community College campus, but this did not constitute a lab. An 
additional issue was lab supplies and equipment.  However, some funds were found with Title III 
money before moving to the new campus at Kapolei.  Our one Math faculty member not only 
had the issue of delivering Math courses for General Education, but also how to test and place 
entering freshmen into the appropriate math level, and in planning how to deliver developmental 
math. The interim solution for developmental math was for students to take courses at Leeward 
Community College. Our single Math faculty member taught three 100-level courses per 
semester, and often had to arrange for Lecturers to assist in this teaching. This faculty member 
(L. Furuto) also served as the Math-Science subdivision chair.  
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Upon moving to our new Kapolei campus (Fall 2012), there was a demand that the 
number of Math-Science classes be expanded, as more freshmen were entering UHWO and 
needed General Education classes. Accordingly, the number of Math classes was expanded. We 
still had but one permanent tenure-track position (L. Furuto), but an Instructor was hired (A. 
Gottlieb). Additionally, lecturers were used to help deliver 100-level Math courses.  Expansion 
of 100-200 level science classes also occurred, but we still had but two full-time science faculty 
(Cox and Bariyanga). Lecturers were accordingly hired to help deliver a range of science 
courses. In addition, Dr. Richard Jones, from the Education Division, assisted by offering some 
courses in Earth Sciences and Meteorology. One benefit of the new campus is the presence of 
state of the art labs for science classes, and Title III money has helped fund supplies and 
equipment.  

 
Our Math tenure track faculty member left UHWO in Fall 2013, and the instructor was 

not retained. Three new full-time Math faculty, however, were hired to deliver lower-division 
Math courses – tenure track Assistant Professors Michael Furuto and Esther Widiasih and non-
tenure track Instructor Hye Jung Kim. They have been able to increase the number of Math 
courses offered, but lecturers are still needed to help deliver classes. Additionally, they are still 
handling issues regarding remedial math (currently being offered at UHWO by Leeward 
Community College faculty). In Fall 2013, we piloted a special course, MATH 196, a 
combination of MATH 83 and MATH 103 that met five days a week. This course had great 
success and is now being offered as a permanent course, MATH 103M. Our Science faculty, 
unfortunately, still only features two full-time tenure track positions (Cox and Bariyanga). They 
have accordingly had to arrange for lecturers to help deliver the demand for 100-200 level 
science courses for General Education. Dr. Cox has been serving as the Math-Science 
subdivision chair since Fall 2013. 

 
Thus, like the concentrations in Humanities, Math-Science has large numbers of UHWO 

students, and all the planning issues that go along with delivering many General Education 
classes with relatively few staff.   

 
More demands will soon be made on the Math-Science faculty to provide service – this 

time by the emerging middle- and high-school programs of the Education Division. This 
Secondary Education Program will train both science and math teachers, and plans call for 
Humanities’ Math-Science subunit to help teach such courses. Drs. Bariyanga and Cox have 
established the first year majors courses in Chemistry 161/161L, 162/162L) and Biology 
(171/171L, 172/172L) to support the Secondary Education Program.  Both the Chemistry courses 
and the Biology courses have now been offered at least once.  Math took a different approach to 
this predicament.  Former subdivision chair Linda Furuto proposed to the Curriculum Committee 
all of the courses necessary for a B.A. in Math that would also support the Secondary Education 
Program for Mathematics. The Secondary Education Program is scheduled to run in Fall 2015. It 
could well dramatically add to the number of Math and Science courses needed at UHWO, 
furthering a need to hire more lecturers or hire more tenure-track faculty. 

 
Some progress is being made to hire more Math-Science faculty. A search for a Math 

position to replace L. Furuto and for a Biologist to replace L. Hodgson took place in AY 2013-
2014, so two more full-time tenure-track faculty members will be present in Math-Science next 
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academic year – increasing the numbers of full-time positions to three in Science and four in 
Math.   
 
Teaching History – Science Faculty 
 
Joseph Bariyanga 
CHEM 100/100L  Chemistry and Society and its lab  14  

CHEM 161/161L  General Chemistry I and its lab  4 

CHEM 162/162L  General Chemistry II and its lab  2  

PHYS 100/100L  Survey of Physics and its lab  4  

 
Evelyn Cox  
BIOL 100  Human Biology  6 
BIOL 101/101L  Biology and Society  3  
BIOL 123/123L  Hawaiian Environmental Biology  5  
BIOL 171/171L   Introduction to Biology I (majors)  3 
BIOL 172/172L  Introduction to Biology II (majors)  3  
BIOL 200   Coral Reefs  7 
BIOL 496  Hawaiian Environmental Problems  1  
ZOO  200/200L  Marine Biology  4  
OCEAN 201  Science of the Sea  1  
 
Teaching History – Math Faculty 
 
Michael Furuto 
MATH 135 Precalculus I  3  
MATH 241  Calculus I  1  
MATH 242 Calculus II  1  
 
Hye Jung Kim 
MATH 196A  Pilot Course 2  
MATH 103  College Algebra 2  
MATH 111  Mathematics for Elementary School Teachers I 1  
MATH 112  Mathematics for Elementary School Teachers II 1  
MATH 140  Pre-Calculus: Trigonometry & Analytic Geometry 1  
EDEE  432  Math Methods 1  
 
Esther Widiasih 
MATH 103 College Algebra 4 
MATH199     Directed Study: Peer Academic Leadership in Mathematics  1 
MATH 243    Calculus III 1 
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MATH 399    Directed Study: Mathematical and Scientific Programming  1 
MATH 399    Directed Study: Introduction to Real Analysis with 

Applications to Economics 
1 
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HUMANITIES FACULTY 
 
Historical Background of Faculty Positions 
 
Creative Media: 

At the time of our last program review, Creative Media (CM) was not a concentration in 
Humanities.   
 

The Academy for Creative Media was established at the University’s system level in 
December 2003 to create a system-wide program that “will engage all of the campuses within the 
University of Hawaiʻi system and will work collaboratively across the system, drawing upon 
programs, faculty, and students, system-wide. ACM seeks to establish a globally competitive 
media studies program in Hawaiʻi, with instructional programs that span the entire academic 
spectrum, from certificates to associate, baccalaureate, masters, and eventually doctoral degrees. 
New programs will be developed and approved via established Board of Regents’ procedures 
and processes.” (Collaborative Minutes of the Regents’ Committee on Academic Affairs January 
15, 2004 Page 3)  
 

UH West Oʻahu’s CM program was developed over the last six years under the direction 
of English Professor Stan Orr and Sharla Hanaoka.  The program was developed with a “two by 
two” completion program that allows graduates of UH Community College media programs the 
opportunity to complete a BA in Humanities at UHWO. According to Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
creative industries such as animation and web design require a four-year degree. Taking full 
advantage of the system-wide approach, this program will enable each student to develop his or 
her unique skill set at the community colleges and transfer seamlessly to UHWO for continued 
scholarship and professional development.   
 

Creative Media began as a concentration in Humanities in Fall 2013. It has one half-time 
faculty – Sharla Hanaoka. Four additional full-time faculty members are to be hired to begin Fall 
2014. These four positions are intended to further develop and support each of the new Creative 
Media concentration tracks: Game Design; Interface Design and New Media; Animation and 
Visual Effects; and Film, Television and Digital Media. However, at this time, it is too early to 
discuss faculty expertise, publications, and current projects. Additionally, there are only two 
(unofficial) majors in CM at this time, and until the first group of students officially enrolls in the 
program, little can be said. 
 

Also, a full time Media Lab Manager will also be hired to manage the CM lab.  UH West 
Oʻahu is in the process of transforming an existing classroom into a new, state-of-the-art 
Creative Media lab. The lab will house workstations with industry standard software and other 
top-quality hardware needed by the students, providing the infrastructure needed for student 
success. Students will use the Multimedia lab to explore the effects of combining various forms 
of digital media, such as the convergence of technology, multimedia and design. Lab students 
will experiment with popular media production applications to create a range of media mixtures 
with which they can express themselves creatively, and serve as active participants in the ever-
evolving world of Creative Media. 
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As Creative Media has just begun as a Concentration, will have four new tenure-track 
positions in place next Fall, and has few majors, further description here is not made. This 
concentration can be better evaluated and discussed in three or four years. 
 
English: 

At the time of our last program review, English (then called Literature) had three faculty 
members (Rebecca Lee, a Full Professor; Eric Chock, an Instructor; and Stan Orr, an Assistant 
Professor), had very general learning outcomes (like the other concentrations), and required 
students to take 24 credits in the discipline. Literature required one course (3 credits) be taken by 
all their students (LIT 336 Approaches to Literature) and then six courses (18 credits) of free 
choice within Literature’s offerings. Also, either a Senior Project or Senior Practicum course had 
to be taken (3 credits). 

 
As of June 30, 2014, English has Stan Orr (Professor), Amy Nishimura (Associate 

Professor), Brenda Machosky (Associate Professor), and David Odhiambo (Instructor). Two new 
faculty will join English in Fall 2014: one tenure-track Writing Coordinator and one non-tenure 
track Instructor, who will be primarily devoted to teaching lower level writing courses. While 
Orr, Nishimura and Machosky hold tenured positions, Natalie Szymanski is tenure-track; 
Odhiambo and Nolte are in non-tenured track positions, each with renewable contracts and a 
four-course teaching load. Chock has retired and he may continue teaching one course each 
semester (ideally in an Emeritus capacity). Thus, English will have six permanent or contracted 
faculty in Fall 2014. English faculty members offer a wide range of specialties. While the 
courses taught by quondam faculty Chock and Kilpatrick are included for reference, it is not yet 
clear how well these courses will be covered by the faculty on staff as of Fall 2014.   

 
Hawaiian-Pacific Studies: 

At the time of our last program review, Hawaiian-Pacific Studies had only one faculty 
member (Ross Cordy, then associate professor), very general learning outcomes (like the other 
Concentrations), and required students to take 24 credits in the discipline. There were three 
clusters of course offerings -- Oral Traditions (mythology courses), Literature (contemporary 
literature), and History – and one course was required to be taken from each cluster. This totaled 
three courses (9 credits). Four additional courses (12 additional credits) had to be taken from the 
other offerings in HPST. And either a Senior Project or Senior Practicum course had to be taken 
(3 credits)  

 
Today, we have three permanent faculty in HPST – Cordy (Professor), J. Leilani Basham 
(Associate Professor), and Saʻili Lilomaiava-Doktor (Associate Professor). Cordy tends to teach 
classes on pre-1850 times in Hawaiian and Pacific Islander topics focused on indigenous oral 
history, history, archaeology, art history, and oral literature. Basham teaches Hawaiian language, 
hula classes, and classes on contemporary Hawaiian issues. Lilomaiava-Doktor teaches classes 
on post-1850 Pacific history and contemporary Pacific Islander issues.  However, the faculty do 
overlap in coverage. 

 
History: 

At the time of our last program review, History had only two faculty members (Dan 
Boylan, Professor, and Jayson Chun, Assistant Professor), very general learning outcomes (like 
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the other concentrations), and required students to take 24 credits in the discipline. Students were 
to take one course from each of four areas of the world: American History, Asian History, 
European History, and Hawaiian-Pacific History – totaling 12 credits. Then nine additional 
credits (three courses) had to be taken from other History offerings. Also, either a Senior Project 
or Senior Practicum course had to be taken (3 credits).   

 
Today, there are three permanent full-time members of the History faculty – Chun (Associate 
Professor), Alan Rosenfeld (Associate Arofessor), and Christen Sasaki (Assistant Arofessor).  
Additionally, Dan Boylan is an Emeritus Professor, who teaches one course a semester. Chun 
teaches the majority of courses in the Asian History field; Rosenfeld covers most the 
Europe/World offerings, and Sasaki is responsible for American History. Boylan provides 
additional coverage in the form of upper division courses in the American and Hawaiian-Pacific 
fields.  

 
Philosophy: 

At the time of our last program review, Philosophy did not have a faculty member. A 
Lecturer was covering a few classes. There was an active search ongoing for Alethea’s 
replacement, and it was filled the next year (Fall 2006) by Lisa Rosenlee (then assistant 
professor). At the time of the prior program review, Philosophy had very general learning 
outcomes, and required their students to take 24 credits in the discipline.  Students were required 
to take three courses (9 credits)(PHIL 300 Ancient Philosophy, PHIL 301  Modern Philosophy, 
and PHIL 470 Studies in Asian Philosophy), and four additional courses (12 credits) had to be 
taken from other offerings in Philosophy.  Also, 3 credits of Senior Project/Practicum were 
required. Today, Philosophy still has only one faculty member -- Rosenlee (full professor). Two 
part-time lecturers are used to help cover the discipline’s requirements.   

 
Music Program: 

At the time of our last program review, UH West Oʻahu did not have Music courses, nor 
were there any immediate plans for a Music Concentration. However, this changed in Fall 2011, 
and a half-time Instructor position was hired (Jon Magnussen) to begin to plan a Music 
Concentration and begin to offer Music courses. A three-pronged approach was taken: 1) to offer 
General Education courses for non-specialist students to satisfy Gen Ed requirements 
(Diversification – Arts); 2) to offer beginning class instrumental and vocal courses and 
ensembles (choir, band, and Hawaiian Ensembles), to promote the positive academic, social and 
emotional benefits of music-making to students, which research has shown helps encourage 
student retention; 3) to offer hands-on music-making courses incorporating audio recording 
technology to target high-school musicians from Title I schools and develop pathways from 
regional high schools to UHWO, distinguishing UHWO Music from other UH System programs. 
 

In Fall 2012, the half-time instructor position was converted to a full-time assistant 
professor position (non-tenure-track). In academic year 2012-2013 more courses were offered, 
with lecturers to help deliver these courses. It was planned to have a Music Concentration 
approved by Curriculum Committee and ready to go in Fall 2013. However, Administration 
decided not to because the Needs Assessment section of the ATP was deemed insufficient, and 
significant administrative personnel changes were about to take place. Magnussen had worked 
with VCAA Joe Mobley to advance the Music Concentration ATP in Spring 2012, and it was 
deemed that the ATP needed more concrete student numbers for the Needs Assessment section 
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before going forward. (UHWO was only offering its first music class that semester – MUS 108 
Fundamentals of Western Music.) There were also questions as to the process through which 
Music should become a concentration (whether to file a PC1 or an ATP). At end of Spring 2012, 
VCAA Mobley advised faculty to wait and continue with the course build-out. In Fall 2012, 
Magnussen met with new VCAA J. Kilpatrick to go over a draft ATP.  Kilpatrick concluded that 
Magnussen should include a projection of student numbers and perhaps base it on other UH 
System programs, before going forward. Magnussen worked with Elaine Lee in December 2012 
and January 2013 on these projections. In March 2013, Magnussen met with Chancellor Gene 
Awakuni to ask permission to put forward the Music ATP; Awakuni recommended the Music 
Concentration should wait until the new Chancellor and VCAA get their footing. 
 

Thus, as of the 2013-2014 academic year, the Music program still has one full-time, non-
tenure-track assistant professor (J. Magnussen). He has continued to expand course offerings.  
Additionally, lecturers continue to be needed to help deliver the growing course offerings, and 
increasingly so – in Fall 2014, four Lecturers will be hired.   

 
 

Faculty Information 
 
Table [34]. Information relating to our faculty, educational background, rank, years of service, 
gender, and (self-identified) ethnicity/race, organized by concentration 
 

Name Degree 
Rank 
(as of 07/2014) 

Years of 
Service Gender 

Ethnicity/
Race 

Creative Media 
Sharla Hanaoka MFA, Communication 

Arts/Art Direction, 
2008, Academy of Art 
University San 
Francisco 

Assistant 
Specialist 
(2013-14: 
0.5 FTE) 
(Non-tenure 
track) 

0.5 
(2013-14: 
0.5 FTE) 
 

F Asian 

English 
Eric Chock 
 

M.A., English 
(w/Creative Thesis, 
1977, Univ. of Hawaiʻi 
Mānoa 

Associate 
Professor 
(Non-tenure 
track) 

14 M Mixed 

Neva Jacque 
Kilpatrick 

Ph.D. Literature, 1996, 
Univ. of California 
Santa Cruz 

Associate 
Professor 
(Tenure: 
2013) 

1 F Cherokee/ 
Choctaw/ 
Irish-
American 

Brenda Machosky 
 

Ph.D., Comparative 
Literature, 2002, Univ 
of Wisconsin, Madison 

Associate 
Professor 
(Tenure: 
2012) 

7 F Caucasian 

Amy Nishimura 
 

Ph.D. Comparative 
Literature, 2003, Univ. 
of Oregon, 

Associate 
Professor 
(Tenure: 

7 F Asian 
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Name Degree 
Rank 
(as of 07/2014) 

Years of 
Service Gender 

Ethnicity/
Race 

2011) 
David Odhiambo Ph.D., English, 2010, 

Univ. of Hawaiʻi 
Mānoa 

Instructor 
 

3 M African-
Canadian 

Stanley D. Orr Ph.D., English, 1997, 
UCLA 

Full Professor 
(Tenure: 
2007) 

10 M Euro-
American 

Hawaiian-Pacific Studies 
Leilani Basham PhD, Political Science 

(Indigenous Politics), 
2007, Univ. of Hawaiʻi 
Mānoa 

Associate 
Professor 
(Tenure: 
2012) 

7 F Hawaiian 

Ross Cordy Ph.D., Anthropology, 
1978, Univ. of Hawaiʻi 
Mānoa 

Full Professor 
(Tenure: 
2006) 

11 M Caucasian 
(English, 
Dutch, 
Welsh) 

Sāʻiliemanu 
Lilomaiava-Doktor 

Ph.D., Geography, 
2004, Univ. of Hawaiʻi 
Mānoa 

Associate 
Professor 
(Tenure: 
2013) 

7 F Samoan 

History 
Jayson Chun Ph.D., History (Modern 

Japan), 2004, 
University of Oregon 

Associate 
Professor 
(Tenure: 
2010) 

10 M Japanese 
and Chinese 

Alan Rosenfeld Ph.D., History, 2008, 
Univ. of California 
Irvine 

Associate 
Professor 
(Tenure: 
2013) 

6 M Jewish 
(Lithuanian, 
German, 
Spanish)      Russian, Polish, Turkish 

Christen Sasaki PhD, History, 2011, 
Univ. of Cali. Los 
Angeles 

Assistant 
Professor 
(Tenure-
track) 

3 F Japanese 

Philosophy 
Lisa Rosenlee Ph.D., Philosophy, 

2002, Univ. of Hawaiʻi 
Mānoa 

Full Professor 
(Tenure: 
2010) 

8 F Taiwanese/ 
Chinese 
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Table [35]. Below is similar information organized by academic disciplines that are not part of a 
formal concentration 
 

Name Degree 
Rank 
(as of 06/14) 

Years of 
Service Gender 

Ethnicity/
Race 

Math-Science 
Joseph Bariyanga Ph.D., Chemistry, 

1987, Univ. of 
Montreal, Canada 

Associate 
Professor 
(Tenure: 
2012 

7 M African-
American  

Evelyn Cox Ph.D., Biology, 1991, 
Univ. of New Mexico; 

Associate 
Professor 
(Tenure: 
2012) 

7 F Caucasian 

Michael Furuto Ph.D., Mathematics 
Education, 2013, 
Oregon State 
University 

Assistant 
Professor 
(Tenure-
track) 

1 M Asian 
American 

Esther Widiasih Ph.D., Mathematics, 
2010, Univ. of 
Minnesota, MN 

Assistant 
Professor 
(Tenure-
track) 

1 F Indonesian 
(Javanese) 

Hye Jung Kim M.A., Mathematics, 
2011, Univ. of Hawaiʻi 
at Mānoa 

Instructor 1 F Korean 

Music 
Jon Magnussen Doctor of Musical Arts, 

Composition, 1999, 
The Juilliard School 

Assistant 
Professor 
(Non-tenure 
track) 

2.5 
(2011-12: 
0.5 FTE) 

M Caucasian 

 
 
Faculty and Administrative Service 
 

The service load at UH West O‘ahu is substantial, resulting largely from a challenging 
combination of small campus size coupled with rapid growth. All of our Humanities Division 
faculty members undertake service for the benefit of their professional associations, the local 
community, and the University of Hawai‘i System, but it is campus service that easily places the 
largest strain on faculty time. This campus service includes participation in faculty senate, 
standing committees, special committees, search committees, and committees for contract 
renewal, tenure, and promotion. Historically, roughly 40% of divisional faculty members have 
served on the faculty senate, and the majority of us have chaired one of the senate’s standing 
committees during our time at UHWO. In fact, during the 2014-2015 academic year, both the 
chair and vice chair of our faculty senate will come from the Humanities Division. While faculty 
members on every college campus serve on search committees, the current rate of growth of our 
division is extreme, with eight new faculty hires scheduled to begin in August 2014, joining 
sixteen returning faculty members. The allocation of new positions—while certainly 
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welcomed—has created additional service duties for current faculty, not only in terms of search 
committee work but also in terms of mentoring new colleagues. The increased reliance on 
adjunct faculty has had a similar effect. Furthermore, service on special committees has 
intensified in recent years, with the creation of a host of new campus-wide committees, all of 
which have featured members of the Humanities faculty: the Assessment Committee, the 
Academic Development Plan Committee, the Communications Committee, the Educational 
Effectiveness Review Committee, the UH System-sponsored Hawaiʻi Graduation Initiative 
(HGI) Committee, and the Strategic Planning Committee.  
 

A number of the faculty have also supplied service at the UH System level, serving on 
standing UH System committees or attending annual UH System conferences and workshops 
that bring together System faculty in specific disciplines. Drs. Chun and Rosenfeld have served 
terms on the UH General Education Global Foundations Board, a board focusing on one element 
of General Education.  Similarly, other faculty members have served on such General Education 
Boards, such as Dr. Cordy who has served on the UH HAP (Hawaiian-Asian-Pacific) Board 
since its inception and Mr. Eric Chock and Dr. Amy Nishimura on the UH Writing Board. An 
example of faculty participation in annual meetings bringing together faculty in certain 
disciplines is the annual workshop of Asian and Pacific Studies, sponsored by UH Mānoa’s 
Center for Asian and Pacific Studies.  Drs. Chun, Lilomaiava-Doktor and Cordy have regularly 
attended this workshop, which brings together faculty in Asian Studies and Pacific Islands 
Studies disciplines from across the UH System. A variation of this workshop includes specific 
workshops for Pacific Islands Studies faculty, which Lilomaiava-Doktor and Cordy attend. UH 
West Oʻahu sponsored one of these Pacific Islands Studies workshops at our campus.  

 
 
Faculty and Community Service:  

 
A few faculty members have done extensive community service, including several long-

term service projects that have involved our West Oʻahu region.  
 

Eric Chock has been involved for years with Poets in the Schools Workshops/Residencies 
(for students and teachers): This program has sponsored writing workshops and residencies 
around the state over the last 30 years. In our region, visits have included Waialua Elementary, 
Lehua Elementary, and Mililani High School. Also, as editor of Bamboo Ridge, he has helped to 
place various writers in classrooms around the island, including Lee Cataluna, Lee Tonouchi, 
Juliet Kono, Lois-Ann Yamanaka, Lisa Kanae, and others. In recent years, these writers have 
visited Waiʻanae High School, Nānākuli High School, Kapolei Public Library, Waialua Public 
Library, Pearl City High School, Wahiawā Middle School, Leeward Community College, HPU 
Hawaiʻi Loa Campus, UH West Oʻahu, Island Pacific Academy Kapolei, and Mililani High 
School, as well as many schools in East Oʻahu.  Editing Bamboo Ridge further involves working 
with writers from various parts of the island, including the West Oʻahu Region. For example, a 
recent publication is by Tyler Miranda, a Leilehua High School teacher who has written a novel 
about growing up Portuguese in a multicultural Ewa Beach. 
 

Another example of faculty outreach into our West Oʻahu community has been Ross 
Cordy’s continued work with Waiʻanae High School’s Hawaiian Studies Program, now in its 
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sixteenth year. He is involved in the portion of the program that does hands-on field teaching of 
Native Hawaiian archaeology, history, and contemporary historic and cultural place issues. This 
hands-on science field program was initiated by teachers at Waiʻanae High and Native Hawaiian 
community groups (e.g., Kaʻala Farms, Queen Liliʻuokalani Childrens’ Center) in coordination 
with parents concerned about their children’s performance in school. These partners and the 
scientists involved have worked closely together over the years, and this program has received 
national awards, as well as serving as a model for many high school program here in the Islands. 
As part of this program, Dr. Cordy also prepared a yearlong curriculum on Native Hawaiian 
history focused on Waiʻanae that is used in the high school classroom. This program has also 
involved UH West Oʻahu students of Dr. Cordy’s doing their senior practica both in the 
classroom in Waiʻanae High School and in the field and have included the participation as 
teaching assistants of UH Mānoa graduate students from Anthropology and employees from 
different private archaeological companies – many of these students and participants being of 
Native Hawaiian ancestry and serving as role models for the high school students.  Perhaps 300 
high school students have been involved in Dr. Cordy’s portion of this program over the years.   

 
Yet another example of faculty community service within West Oʻahu is Amy 

Nishimura’s work with high school teachers and administrators on the Expository Writing 
Initiative with the DOE and P-20. She participates as part of a cadre from various UH colleges, 
meeting regularly with high school teachers and administrators from the Leeward coast area to 
discuss various ways to bridge the gap between high school and college writing expectations. 

 
Saʻili Lilomaiava-Doktor has worked with Waipahu High School on getting students of 

Samoan ancestry to college, and very importantly she has spear-headed two large family 
workshops at UH West Oʻahu for Samoan families with students who wish to attend college. 
This is critical for our communities in West Oʻahu. 

 
Also, since 2012, Jon Magnussen has worked with P-20, Gear Up and the Waiʻanae 

chapter of Boys and Girls Club of Hawaiʻi to offer Summer Music Works, a dual college- and 
high school-credit music program geared to promote high school graduation, college readiness, 
and music creation through songwriting among high school musicians of title I schools on 
Oʻahu. The free program offers an alternative way to engage the region’s youth, to stem the flow 
of high school dropouts and challenge them to finish high school and pursue a college degree. 

   
Other faculty members also perform important community service, although not directly 

in our West Oʻahu region. Dr. Leilani Basham is a kumu hula (hula teacher), who teaches both 
younger children and adult classes – with this instruction based at UH Mānoa’s School of 
Hawaiian Knowledge. Dr. Brenda Machosky has given lectures accompanying the Hawaiʻi 
Shakespeare Festival for the past 5 years. Dr. Alan Rosenfeld volunteered for the Japanese 
Cultural Center of Hawaiʻi’s (JCCH) Resource Center from 2009 to 2011. He helped run the 
JCCH Resource Center that houses a library and archival collections as well as creating 
databases on wartime internees for the center. He has also delivered public presentations across 
the state on the topic of wartime internment–not only at locations on Oʻahu but also on the 
islands of Kauaʻi and Maui – in conjunction with the Kauaʻi Historical Museum and the Go For 
Broke National Education Center, respectively. Dr. Jayson Chun has worked every year since 
2007 with a cafe at the Honolulu Festival and Kawaii Kon. These involved the larger community 
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and students from both UH West Oʻahu and UH Mānoa. Lisa Rosenlee in Philosophy has been 
involved in planning and organizing the annual Hawaiʻi Undergraduate Philosophy Conference 
since its inception in 2011 and hosted the conference at UHWO in 2013 that drew over fifty 
participants including community members, students and faculty. 
 
 
Faculty Research & Publications 
 
English 
 
Eric Chock • Research focus:  As co-founding editor of Bamboo Ridge Press (1978), 

promotes the development of multicultural literature through editing 
publications of other writers’ works, as well as publishing his own poems and 
articles about the literature of Hawaiʻi. 

• Editorial work:  40+ literary journals edited, 40+ books edited. 
• Publications:  120+ poems, 30+ articles, 1 review. 
• Current research: His recent research projects center on editing Bamboo Ridge 

Press publications, including the upcoming release of Wing Tek Lum's The 
Nanjing Massacre: Poems, a comprehensive evocation of the 
horrors/complexities of war, which represents more than ten years' of research. 
Promotional events for this publication will take place throughout 2013. 
Upcoming publications include a first book for local Korean performance poet-
scholar Brenda Kwon, and a first novel by Donald Carreira-Ching, on growing 
up part-Hawaiian in drug-ravaged Kahaluʻu. 

Neva Jacqueline 
Kilpatrick 
 

• Research focus: (1) Shakespeare Studies, particularly Shakespeare in  
• performance/production and in film. (2) Native American Culture and 

Literature. 
• Publications: 1 monograph, 1 edited book, 20 articles/chapters (4 chapters/16 

articles). Developed and was the professor for a 23 hour telecourse used by 
campuses and PBS stations globally. 

• Current research:  Her current focus is on polishing a novel in consideration by 
the University of Oklahoma Press. 

Brenda Machosky  
 

• Research focus:  Medieval and Early Modern Literature: Allegory; Indigenous 
literatures of Australia and New Zealand (Aotearoa); Comparative Literature; 
Aesthetics; Philosophy and Literature, especially Phenomenology; Philology; 
Literary Theory; Humanism; Western Tradition 

• Publications:  5 articles, 1 monograph book, 1 edited volume (as editor) 
• Current research:  She is currently working on applying her new theory of 

allegory to a variety of literary texts, particularly Early Modern works that are 
not typically considered "allegory" and Post-colonial literature written in 
English. She has been presenting on this topic at conferences, in both realms, 
and she is working on several articles for publication, including an article for 
SEL on allegory and theatre, and an invited essay on personification in the Early 
Modern Period.  She recently published an article based on archival work at the 
Harry Ransom Center at UT Austin on the Tasmanian writer Iris Milutinovic, 
and continues to work on the novels of the Australian Aboriginal writer, Kim 
Scott. 

Amy Nishimura 
 

• Research focus:  Post-colonial and feminist literary theory; Asian American 
literature. 
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• Publications:  7 articles, 3 encyclopedia entries. 
• Current research:  Her current research involves conducting research at the 

National Archives to work on a book project focusing on the eight Japanese 
American Shinto priestesses and disciples interned at Honouliuli. 

David Odhiambo • Research focus:  Creative Writing with an emphasis on the novel.  
• Publications:  3 novels, 1 anthologized play excerpt, 1 anthologized short story,  

2 anthologized excerpts from novels. 
• Current research:  In August 2012, he finished revisions on the slight bookcase, 

the second volume of my multi-volume Künstlerroman that re-imagines Marcel 
Proust’s Remembrance of Things Past. Currently, he is writing a literary memoir 
that he’s applied to complete with funding from the Canada Council for the 
Arts. This work is one that is contextualized by the story of a three hundred year 
old spear that belongs to Alego, the founder of his phylogenetic clan among the 
Luo people of western Kenya. The memoir uses the spear’s discovery by an 
Anglican Archdeacon from England in the 1930s and looks at its journey to the 
British Museum in London as a way to talk about his family’s transition from 
the indigenous to embracing Western values. 

Stan Orr 
 

• Research focus: American literatures; post-1600 British and World literatures; 
film studies; cultural studies (intersections of canonical literature, mass culture, 
and popular culture). 

• Publications: 1 book; 7 articles; 6 book chapters; 1 textbook edited. 
• Current research: He is currently working on a series of conference papers and 

publications on literary/mass culture representations of Oceania and the 
American West.  

 
Hawaiian-Pacific Studies Concentration 
 
Leilani Basham • Research focus:  Hawaiian language, history, political and cultural knowledge 

and practice from an indigenous perspective, grounded in Hawaiian language 
primary texts. 

• Publications:  2 articles, 2 short essays, 1 chapter in edited book  
• Current research: Research on mele lāhui, Hawaiian nationalist poetry, 

published in the late 1800’s in response to the overthrow of the Hawaiian 
Kingdom and the illegal annexation of Hawaiʻi by the U.S. This work includes 
analysis of the mele, the contexts of their publication, and their lyrical contents 
which contain historical, political, and cultural values, theories and practices. In 
addition, she is working in partnership with the Auckland University of 
Technology on the development of Hawaiian language curriculum for an online 
language learning system. 

Ross Cordy • Research focus: Pre-European & early post-European times in Micronesia and 
Polynesia (including Hawaiʻi) with interests in history, archaeology, 
anthropology, oral history, oral literature (mythology), and art history.  Focus:  
Formation of kingdoms in Oceania. 

• Publications: 37 articles/book chapters (32 articles/2 pending, 5 chapters), 17 
books/technical monographs (6 books/11 monographs), 2 resource atlases, 1 
encyclopedia article, 2 sections in planning studies, 2 guidebook/brochure, 7 
book reviews. 

• Current research:  He is co-authoring a book on the history of Kosrae Island 
(Micronesia) in which he is constructing the chapters on pre-European and 
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European contact times based on a major program of archaeological and 
historical research done in the 1980s. He is co-authoring a book on pre-
European Polynesian warfare, in which he is writing chapters on different island 
groups’ warfare based primarily on oral history and early archival sources 
(completed to date:  Hawaiian Islands, Tuamotus; well in-progress, Easter 
Island, Mangareva).  Also, Cordy is working on another book (sole author) on 
the ancient history of Oʻahu based on oral literature, oral history, archaeology, 
and early archival sources. 

Saʻiliemanu 
Lilomaiava-Doktor 

• Research focus:  Migration, transnationalism, diaspora, culture and development 
in the Pacific.   Interested in theorizing what transnationalism means for 
conceptions of territory, place, and the nation state. In particular, locating the 
indigenous reference explicitly in Oceanic ways of knowing with regard to 
population mobility, culture, identity and place.  

• Publications: 1 article (another submitted), 3 chapters in edited books (another 
pending), 1 book review.  

• Current research:  Her present research investigates Samoan tourism, especially 
village tourism and potential for indigenous entrepreneurship. This focus 
includes current research that attempts to fully integrate indigenous cultural 
knowledge of food production in the reworking of agriculture and food systems 
for sustainable development. 

 
History 
 
Jayson Chun  
 

• Research focus:  Modern Japanese history, media culture, and the pedagogical 
uses of anime and other Japanese popular media.  

• Publications:  1 books, 2 articles  
• Current research:  Dr.  Chun is currently working on a research project about 

Alex Sumida, a con man in postwar Hawaiʻi, and what his story relays about 
Hawaiʻi-Japan relations in the immediate postwar.  He is also gathering 
preliminary research on a cultural history of Bubble Japan (1973 - 1991). 

Alan Rosenfeld   
 

• Research focus:  Political violence, armed struggle, and wartime internment, 
including issues of gender, memory and identity.  

• Publications:  4 articles, 4 essays in academic encyclopedias, 6 book reviews.  
• Current research: His research continues to operate on two rather independent 

fronts: (1) investigating urban guerrilla violence and government approaches to 
counter-terrorism in West Germany in the 1970s, and (2) examining the process 
of civilian internment in wartime Hawaiʻi. In November 2012 Dr. Rosenfeld 
delivered a presentation at a conference held at UH Hilo on the topic of "Radical 
Politics and the Rhetoric of Anti-Imperialism in West Germany's 'Red Decade.'" 
In February 2013 he gave a conference presentation entitled, "When Citizens 
Were Aliens: Cases of American Internees in Wartime Hawaiʻi." This is an 
outgrowth of the research conducted in the National Archives in 2011, which 
led to an article called, “Neither Aliens Nor Enemies: The Hearings of ‘German’ 
and ‘Italian’ Internees in Wartime Hawaiʻi." This piece is undergoing review 
but has been provisionally approved for publication in a special issue of Social 
Process. 

Christen Sasaki • Research focus:  Asian Americanist/US Historian focusing on constructions of 
race and nation in the 19th century, as well as the historical relationship between 
Hawaiʻi and the United States. Considers the impact of the American 
annexation of Hawaiʻi on constructions of race and nation within the Pacific 
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World.  
• Publications:  1 co-published article, 2 book reviews, 4 encyclopedia entries.  
• Current research:  She is currently working on two projects: The first is an 

article on the collusion between the tourism and military industries in Hawaiʻi. 
Using the business history of several Honolulu-based aloha wear garment 
manufacturers, the relationship between aloha wear distribution networks and 
the military industrial complex is traced during the post war period.  Her second 
and larger research project looks specifically at the events following an escaped 
Japanese convict held in Hawaiʻi and the discussions regarding which political 
entity, the United States, provisional government of Hawaiʻi, or Meiji Japan, 
had the right to his body. 

 
Philosophy 
 
Lisa Rosenlee  • Research focus:  Comparative feminist studies, Confucianism, Ethics.  

• Publications:  1 book, 3 articles, 7 chapters in books, 13 book reviews, 1 online 
newsletter.  

• Current research:  The intersectionality of Confucian Xiao (filial reverence) and 
Kittay's" Love's Labor."  To be published in an upcoming anthology: “When 
Kittay’s Love’s Labor meets Confucian Xiao: Feminism and Multiculturalism 
Revisited,” in Bloomsbury Handbook on Chinese Philosophy and Gender 
Studies, ed. Ann Pang-White (Bloomsbury Publisher, 2015 forthcoming). 

 
Music 
 
Jon Magnussen • Specialties: Music composition for concert, dance, theater, film and multi-

media, often drawing upon disciplines including literature, film, and technology.  
Other research interests include music pedagogy, online theory aid 
development, conducting, and piano performance. 

• Research focus:  Music composition for concert, dance, theater, film and multi-
media, often drawing upon disciplines including literature, film, and technology. 
Recent projects include works for string quartet, wind quintet with narrator, full 
orchestra with large chorus and Hawaiian chanters, large chorus with piano 4-
hands, and electro-acoustic media. Other research interests include music 
pedagogy, online theory aid development, conducting, and piano performance.  

• Creative works:  7 Large-scale (> 20 minutes), 46 Small-scale (< 20 minutes), 3 
Recorded/Rendered works, 9 Live Performance Works (past 3 years, as 
pianist/conductor/narrator).  

• Current research:  He is working on computer processing of acoustic and 
computer-generated sound sources for "Round-Trip" a multi-media 
composition; commissioned by Ebb and Flow Arts for the April 6, 2013, 
“MUSIC OF THE SPHERES” concert at the Paliku Spring Festival. The work 
will be paired with original video by Joe Ciotti of the Windward Community 
College Imaginarium. Choral work inspired by Hiʻiakaikapoliopele’s return 
from Kauaʻi (with Lohiau and Wahineomaʻo) and her stay in the Honouliuli 
area. He  is also working on a new orchestral version of “Pakaʻa Lanakila!” for 
small orchestra and narrator (see above for original version). 
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Math 
 
Michael Furuto • Specialties: Advance student mathematical understanding through analyzing 

various pedagogical strategies, cultivate mathematics learning and teaching 
through sociocultural and cognitive perspectives, work with culturally diverse 
and underrepresented students, enhance students’ self-efficacy, and promote 
educational equity 

• Research focus: Advance student mathematical understanding through 
analyzing various pedagogical strategies, cultivate mathematics learning and 
teaching through sociocultural and cognitive perspectives, work with culturally 
diverse and underrepresented students, enhance students’ self-efficacy, and 
promote educational equity.  

• Publications: 4 articles (3 articles/1 pending).  
• Current research: He is evaluating the effect of various pedagogical strategies on 

students’ self-efficacy, study habits, motivation, and achievement.  Dr. Furuto is  
also studying strategies to promote diversity and equity in the classroom, and he 
is analyzing the impact of an in-class peer leader on Precalculus students 
learning mathematics. 

Hye Jung Kim • Specialties: Permutation Group Codes - Complex Reflection Groups  
• Research focus: Permutation Group Codes - Complex Reflection Groups  
• Publications: 1 article.  
• Current research:  Her current work involves the study of a permutation group c 

originated in the 1950's.  These codes are derived by choosing a point on an n-
dimensional sphere and acting on it with a group of operations consisting of 
permutations of the coordinates and reversals of the signs of coordinates.  The 
generalizations of permutation group codes have concentrated on using real 
reflection groups (Coxeter groups), which have a well-understood structure and 
action.  The group codes developed so far have used real reflection groups, 
operating on the unit sphere in a real vector space.  Wes Peterson was always 
curious to know what other groups might have an action that lends itself well to 
coding.  Now they are developing group codes using complex permutation 
groups acting on the unit sphere in the complex plane and how well it works for 
encoding and decoding purposes 

Esther Widiasih • Specialties:  Ordinary and partial differential equations, Dynamical Systems, 
Real and Complex Analysis, mathematical modeling, and applications of 
mathematics to physics, biology and engineering. 

• Research focus:  (1) Applications of Dynamical Systems to mathematical 
models in climate, (2) Nonsmooth dynamical systems, (3) Educational outreach 
and mathematical modeling, eg of honeybee population and modeling of Earth's 
climate.  

• Publications:  4 articles (1 submitted)  
• Current research:  She is currently working on building and analyzing a 

mathematical model of snowball Earth with built in feedbacks from ice albedo 
and greenhouse gas. The analysis of this model requires techniques from non-
smooth dynamical systems beyond the existing standard treatment. Starting in 
Summer 2014, she will be working on three projects: first, building a 
mathematical model for ice sheet instabilities during the glacial/ interglacial 
cycles, second, mathematically analyzing mixed mode oscillations in a low 
order model of El Nino Southern Ocean (ENSO) phenomena, and third is a new 
field, implementing a mathematical model and analysis of honeybee populations 
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with defected larvae production. 
 
Science 
 
Joseph Bariyanga • Specialties:  Anticancer platinum complexes, Chemistry education 

• Research focus:  (1) Anticancer platinum complexes, (2) Biopolymers as system 
delivery for anticancer drugs, (3) Stabilization of DNA for prevention of cancer: 
mainly focusing on anti- oxidants, (4) Chemistry education.  

• Publications:  25 articles/book chapters (22 articles/1 pending, 2 book chapters), 
6 encyclopedia articles.  

• Current research:  He is working on plant-derived molecules that have shown 
anticancer properties such as phytic acid and mimosine. The goal is to study the 
interactions of these small molecules with DNA and bovine serum albumin 
(BSA) to understand their mode of action in the human body. 

Evelyn Cox • Specialties:  Coral Reef Ecology, with a current focus on interactions between 
host, pathogen, and the environment in the coral disease process 

• Research Focus:  Coral Reef Ecology.  
• Publications:  24 articles/chapters (23 articles/1 book chapter).  
• Current research:  Her current research projects focus on the interactions 

between the host, pathogen, and the environmental in the coral disease 
Montipora white syndrome and the influences of corallivorous butterflyfishes 
on their coral prey. 
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Summary of Previous Program Review 
 
 The previous Humanities Division Program Review was completed during the 2004-2005 
academic year. The conclusions of that report featured several recommendations. 
 
1.   Obtaining a non-tenure track instructor position in Hawaiian-Pacific Studies. 
2.   Collecting data on Humanities student demographics, retention rates, graduation rates, and  
 post-degree activities, once a full-time UH West Oʻahu Institutional Research/Assessment  
 Specialist would be hired.  
3.   Develop a divisional philosophy or mission statement to guide curriculum. 
4. Division faculty should discuss adding a research methods requirement. 
5. Division faculty should discuss streamlining the curriculum, largely by possibly dropping 
 classes no longer being offered and by considering offering classes to strengthen the  
 curriculum.   
6.  Division faculty should discuss how the Senior Project/Practicum are taught – to make 
 these more standardized, make them correspond with writing intensive guidelines, to ensure  
 that the faculty grading the project is the overseer of the project, and to address assessment  
 concerns.   
7. Concentration faculty should review the objectives for their concentrations. 
8.   Division faculty should develop approaches to assess student achievement of division and 
 concentration learning objectives. 
9.   Division faculty should develop and implement a plan for how to use assessment data to  
 improve the curriculum. 
10. By the next program review, division faculty should evaluate all division and concentration 

learning objectives (DLOs and CLOs) and revise them as needed, and improve the 
curriculum and course offerings as needed. 

 
These recommendations were formalized into five items that were developed into a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Administration that was finalized in Fall 2005. 
These were as follows: 
 
1.  There was a need for positions. The vacant position in Philosophy was being advertised in 
Fall 2005, and it was filled in Fall 2006.  As part of the Program Review, the division 
recommended that Hawaiian-Pacific Studies receive a non-tenure track Instructor position. But 
by the time of the MOU, the Administration agreed to hire a tenure-track faculty member in 
HPST (pending funding). Soon after, it was discovered that the legislature had allowed for 
another tenure-track position in HPST to undergo a search in Spring 2006, and hire in Fall 2007.  
Thus, immediate faculty needs were being addressed. 
 
2.  There was a proposal that the Humanities Division revise the BA Degree to include a research 
methods component for students, perhaps through a certain number of “Research Intensive (RI) 
courses within their concentrations.” The MOU phrases this as “The Division agrees.”  However, 
the division did not agree. This was the wish solely of the preparer of the Program Review, 
Rebecca Lee, and was not supported by others in the division. Most felt that methods of research 
were very different in each of our disciplines and were being delivered in the discipline-based 
courses in research paper and lecture contexts. There was no desire by faculty to add a research 
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methods course to be taken by all Humanities students, nor to add a cumbersome administrative 
RI designation to the courses. Hawaiian-Pacific Studies developed a Research Methods course 
focused on topics as an elective within its curriculum to help students, but this was never 
envisioned as a requirement – again because even within that discipline there is a wide range of 
research approaches.   
 
3.  Streamlining the number of courses in the UHWO Catalog was recommended and dropping 
courses not offered or not having enough faculty members to deliver them.  This occurred by 
Fall 2005, and has since been monitored by faculty within each discipline.   
 
4.  Revision of the Senior Project/Senior Practicum (HUM 486 and 490) course. Several issues 
existed with this course in Humanities. 
 

a)  The Division decided to move the senior project/practicum out of a course with all 
Humanities seniors taught by one faculty member to an independent studies/research course with 
each student under a discipline-based faculty member. At the time of the previous Program 
Review, this was being implemented. It was considered an experiment by the preparer of the 
Program Review (Lee), and all other faculty members were comfortable with this approach. It 
proved highly successful, with discipline-based faculty working with their students.  It continues 
today in our concentrations. 

 
b)  The MOU also mentions that the division “as a whole [would] be engaged with oral 

presentations of capstone experiences at the end of each semester.” The Division did initiate a 
formal conference context, so students could present their papers to others in the Division and 
the general public.  All Humanities Division members participate in the logistics of this capstone 
conference, but grading of presentations remains with the individual faculty supervising their 
discipline-based students.  This has been highly successful. 

c)  An attempt had been made to assess the grading of the capstone course several years 
prior to the last program review, with outside reviewers assigning grades to the papers and 
comparing those grades to the faculty member’s grades. The outside reviewers gave lower grades 
to these papers in general. The preparer of the Program Review (Lee) considered this a concern.  
It was built into the Program Review, and the MOU called for Division discussions on how to 
improve the quality of Senior Projects/Practica. The Division did discuss this, during the 
Program Review and after. The division faculty in discussing this point noted that grading of the 
course was not solely based on the paper, rather on other elements – for example, in senior 
projects on drafts and in senior practicum on participation, journals, and drafts of the summary 
paper. The outside reviewers had only seen the final paper, whereas the faculty’s grades were 
based on the overall components of the class. The external reviewer in his report also noted these 
points. Thus, our faculty (excluding Dr. Lee) considered the prior assessments to have been of 
little value.  Work on improving the Senior Project/Practica has occurred over intervening years, 
and this issue is discussed further in this Program Review. 

 
5.  This heading was titled “Miscellaneous Matters.” However, it largely related to what the 
WASC team had noted in their visit with the entire Humanities faculty in October 2004. They 
noted that there was not a clear interlinking of Humanities’ themes, outcomes, or aims other than 
(a) the requirement that students take two of four offered Humanities Basic classes (HUM 301 
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Studies in the Western Traditions, HUM 302 Studies in the Eastern Tradition, HUM 303 
Comparative Traditions: Eastern and Western, and HUM 304 Hawaiian-Pacific Traditions) and 
(b) vague learning outcomes (then called learning objectives) that noted we felt Humanities was 
interdisciplinary and multi-cultural in nature.  [Although faculty did not supply a strong response 
on the spot to the WASC team, in actuality our division was held together by (a) our four 
Humanities basic classes (with students taking two) that introduced our students to broad multi-
cultural traditions and brought the students together at their then introductory level (300 level or 
juniors), (b) our requirement of two courses having to be taken in another Humanities 
concentration that exposed our students to the approaches and knowledge base of another 
discipline than their major discipline, thereby contributing to a multi-disciplinary viewpoint, and 
(c) our Senior Projects/Practica (with the students’ presentations in a conference format bringing 
the students back together and viewing multi-cultural and multi-disciplinary presentations).]  
Nonetheless, the WASC team suggested that we work on developing a clear mission statement or 
learning outcomes that characterized Humanities and unified the concentrations in basic general 
approaches.  
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
 The Humanities Division remains flexible as we continue our transition as a four-year 
regional, comprehensive institution focusing on the needs of underrepresented populations in 
Hawaiʻi. Several recommendations from previous reviews have been addressed and the 
Humanities Division moves forward, devising plans for a Music, Creative Media, Math Science, 
and Writing Program. As our enrollment grows, resources to sustain our Divisional Program, 
along with new concentrations, ultimately create new demands we need to address.   
 
Address Assessment Initiatives 
 Assessment is an ongoing concern for all UHWO faculty and we look forward to working 
with the Educational Effectiveness Director, Jacqueline Honda.  We hope her experience in this 
area and especially with assessment will offer inclusive dialogue with faculty and aid our 
comprehension of how various assessment practices can build effective teaching practices that 
benefit our students.  We aim to work collaboratively with her office as our investment in 
assessment efforts develop over the next several years. While our Division has always valued 
assessment and have implemented embedded methodologies, as we move toward a process of 
cross-campus transparency, we believe the following considerations are imperative.  Given that 
the Humanities Division offers and services the most General Education courses, the 
representative for General Education assessment should be a Humanities faculty; that is, the 
Assessment Committee should work closely with the Humanities Division in order to ensure 
efficiency and clear communication in this particular area.  In keeping with the point of clear 
communication, we also recommend asking faculty to serve a two-year term on the Assessment 
Committee.  A one-year term dislodges continuity and institutional memory pertaining to 
consistent cross-campus patterns that ultimately foster student learning. 
 
Writing and Math/Science Assessment Plans 

Under the direction of Writing Program Administrator, Natalie Syzmanski, ENG 100, 
200 and 100T will be assessed as a set of courses over the next five years.  To that end, English 
will develop a set of SLOs that better align courses with composition, rhetoric, and the writing 
process. Currently, the English concentration SLOs are more connected to literature. The 
burgeoning Writing Program is planning to assess composition courses separately from the 
English major courses in order to ensure we are aligning with UH system writing General 
Education standards and the co-curricular and support services of UHWO.  Due to the expertise 
and vision of our Writing Program Administrator, we are already developing a concretized plan 
to implement this assessment protocol for ENG 100, 200 and 100T.    

 
Currently, Math/Science is housed under the Humanities Division and this has proved 

challenging for assessment purposes.  Previous Humanities Assessment Coordinators were those 
of English, History and Philosophy disciplines; thus, speaking on behalf of Math/Science is 
highly problematic.  We suggest that in accordance with those who serve on the Assessment 
Committee, a faculty member from Math/Science be assigned release time to work with 
Jacqueline Honda’s office and the campus Assessment Committee. 

 
  One of the most important considerations concerning assessment for our campus, faculty, 
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staff, and students involves dissemination of consistent rubrics that are used throughout each 
five-year assessment cycle.  Faculty should have a timely schedule in which rubrics are 
distributed at the beginning of each AY, and we need consistent rubrics to assess the same 
number of levels and dimensions with the same scale.  Without this necessary component, it has 
proven difficult to evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of our pedagogy and this is an obvious 
disservice to our students. 
 
Current Humanities Curriculum 

The division may address why some of our students are taking longer to matriculate in 
comparison to other divisions and respective majors.  While we continue to work on staffing and 
scheduling demands to accommodate our students, hiring more faculty to deliver Humanities 
requirements and concentration requirements, along with General Education requirements, has 
faculty in our division stretched thin. We plan to examine various times and modalities of 
offering core requirements to help our students graduate in a timely fashion.  We strive to work 
collaboratively with Student Services as they provide insight on course rotation and advising 
sheets.  We attempt to offer courses that students need in order for them to graduate in a timely 
manner; however, in order to help with planning and scheduling efforts we recommend that the 
VCAA office or scheduling team maintain and provide detailed records on historical course 
enrollment patterns.   
 

As we move to Bachelor’s degrees for each discipline, our capstone course will require 
consideration because it does not operate as a class but an independent project between a faculty 
and a student.  This configuration is time consuming when one faculty has a 3/3 teaching 
assignment and is working independently with two or three students in one term.  Per the 
requirements of the project/practicum, faculty is required to meet with students at least eight 
times throughout the term and because the capstone has the WI designation, this proves laborious 
for faculty and students.  While faculty is given a course release after working with ten students, 
the actual amount of time spent on two or three projects/practicum far exceeds a one-course 
release.  The Humanities faculty remains devoted to supplementing this individualized endeavor 
with a student conference at the end of each term whereby students from each concentration 
present their project/practicum to an audience of family, friends, peers, and Professors.  Because 
the project/practicum is rigorous, we recommend that students be encouraged to take 490/491 at 
least one term before their intended graduation date.   

 
A course we intend to survey on an informal basis is HUM 300.  While the Humanities 

Division has addressed that delivering this class on a regular basis has become difficult given our 
core, concentration, and graduation requirements, we continue to view this course as a method to 
synthesize how our disciplines complement one another but also how they diverge from one 
another.  An informal survey will enable us to plan for routine delivery of the class and consider 
strengths and weaknesses of HUM 300.  We have briefly discussed, as a division, conducting an 
informal survey of HUM 300.   
 

Our curriculum reflects a commitment to rigor and academic excellence; for example, 
students in ENG are required to take 15 lower-division credits and specific courses to 
supplement foundational knowledge before graduation.  HIST students often take several WI 
courses to supplement their learning and prepare for the senior capstone.  HPST is the only 



 
 

 

88 

concentration on campus to require a language component and this requirement has fundamental 
learning benefits related to real world application and practice.  Philosophy majors, like History 
majors, are encouraged to take several WI courses as a way to prepare for the senior capstone 
and/or as a method to help with postgraduate goals such as applying to law school.  Due to the 
level of rigor within our programs, this might be a reason why our majors are taking longer than 
students in other divisions to graduate.   
  
 As retention is an ongoing concern for almost every campus community across the 
nation, we recommend that The Office of Institutional Effectiveness, in collaboration with the 
Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs Office, improve the construction of exit surveys, alumni 
surveys, and employer surveys which will allow us to gather data on our students and track 
growth and success after graduation.  While existing committees such as Communications, EER, 
and HGI have been working on collecting data, we need a process in which this information is 
shared and housed in methods benefitting our campus.  In tracking our educational effectiveness 
or in measuring the success of our students after graduation, we recommend that the VCAA 
office and the VCSA office work collaboratively on maintaining a database of graduates who 
move onto postgraduate work. 
 
Address Research and Teaching in the Humanities 
 The correlation between research and teaching within the Humanities Division is 
apparent not merely by the amount of publications we have acquired, but in demonstrating and 
modeling (for our students) how the two intersect.  Our research provides pathways to student 
learning on multiple levels, and it bridges the gap between theory and praxis.  This is especially 
true in our required HUM 300 course as we provide presentations that focus on our research.  
This reinforces to students how scholarship has both academic and practical application. 
 
 Faculty travel to national and international conferences ultimately benefits and informs 
our teaching as we participate in academic discussions about our work, and as we engage with 
scholars from various institutions who provide us with varied considerations about teaching 
disciplines such as media, math, and science.  However, funding for our division is thin and this 
has often limited our ability to not only pursue scholarship in substantial ways, but this can have 
far reaching impact on long term teaching pedagogy.  Attending conferences related to language, 
English, History, Indigenous Studies, Math, Science, Music, Comparative Literature, 
Composition, Creative Media, and Philosophy provides significant signals to students that we are 
engaged practitioners in our respective fields.  In turn, we bring contemporary information to the 
classroom ensuring that our students do not become passive consumers of recycled information 
but become active participants in an ever-changing dialogue, reflective of noteworthy academic 
discussions. 
 
 Related to this recommendation is the point that, by attending conferences and through 
our attention to scholarship, we aim to work collaboratively with others in our field, on other 
campuses.  By offering a lecture series, inviting Distinguished Visiting Scholars to campus, or 
hosting a conference on our campus, we are able to model teaching effectiveness in tandem with 
research.  By hosting a lecture series or national conference, we can also invite students to 
submit abstracts based on papers they have written for a respective course.  These kinds of 
initiatives can only be realized with proper funding to support literary events, conferences, and 
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student participation.  The latter is especially pertinent in order for UHWO students to 
experience academia in best practices that underscore educational effectiveness. 
 
Address Development of Bachelor’s Degrees 
 Part of the philosophy of UHWO is that, “since 1976, the University of Hawaiʻi - West 
Oʻahu has served the people of Hawaiʻi and remains a dynamic and diverse place of learning and 
cultural enrichment. Formerly West Oʻahu College, the university has evolved from a two-year 
baccalaureate institution to a four-year comprehensive University with academic programs that 
emphasize the exploration of interdisciplinary and cross-cultural studies.  Founded in the liberal 
arts, UH West Oʻahu is committed to quality teaching and an environment that fosters life-long 
learning.”  We continue to focus on providing a comprehensive liberal arts education that 
supports our goals and mission by emphasizing an “exploration of interdisciplinary and cross-
cultural studies.”  In this light, the Humanities Division is poised to offer traditional B.A. degrees 
in Philosophy, History, Hawaiian Pacific Studies, and English.  We also believe it is timely to 
begin a STEM program in order to service the growing demand among students who want to 
major in Math or Science.  Given UHWO’s focus on the liberal arts, we also support the 
burgeoning development of a Creative Media Program, a Music Program and a Fine Arts 
Program.  These developments speak directly to the interests of UHWO students.  Since a central 
goal of our institution is to serve the west side of Oʻahu and cultivate cutting edge programs, an 
investment in these programs is imperative.  We aim to solidify the idea that the value of a 
liberal arts education rests in an interdisciplinary model whereby students comprehend that an 
arts based college degree will provide them with an excellent foundation, as they become global 
citizens of the 21st century.   
 
Address Partnership with Tokai University and Burgeoning Initiatives 
 Within the next year, Tokai Hawai‘i International College—a branch of Tokai University 
in Japan—will begin instructional services to an international student population.  This will have 
an impact on UHWO, but perhaps the Humanities Division in particular as we will be asked to 
develop and/or tailor existing course curriculum for their students in tandem with our own.  We 
recommend that resources to cover General Education classes be taken into consideration and 
that communication for this kind of endeavor is considerate of faculty workload.  In line with 
consistent communication for burgeoning initiatives, we recommend that any planning for 
institutes such as a STEM Center or English Language Institute involve faculty who have 
expertise in respective areas.     
 
Address Partnership with On-Campus Entities 

We look forward to continuing our partnerships with on-campus entities such as the 
Noʻeau Center for Writing, Math, and Academic Success, First-Year-Experience, Kealaikahiki, 
and other on-campus entities.  The Noʻeau Center in particular is probably one of the most 
significant on-campus entities that help to ensure academic success.  The quality and consistent 
best practices for tutoring in Math and English are paramount to supporting instructional faculty 
and increasing student success, retention, and matriculation.  As mentioned previously, because 
the Humanities Division services a wide range of interdisciplinary areas, partnership with the 
Noʻeau Center becomes increasingly important.  Our faculty can provide discipline specific 
knowledge, experience, and expertise in the areas of Writing and Math, and so we recommend 
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that the Center continue to consult and communicate regularly with Humanities faculty to ensure 
delivery of quality services and emphasize educational effectiveness for our students.  


