
University of Hawai‘i – West O‘ahu (Fall 2013) 
History 231: European Civilization, 1500 – 1800 (68111) 
Fulfills campus-wide DH and OC graduation requirements 

 
Classes: Monday and Wednesday, 12:30 – 1:50 pm    Room: D151 
Instructor: Dr. Alan Rosenfeld       Office: D109  
Office Hours: MON/WED, 11:00–12:00; MON, 2:00–3:00; and by appointment.  
Phone: 689-2351   Email: alan3@hawaii.edu 
Course website: https://laulima.hawaii.edu/portal/site/WOA.68111.201410  
(You need a UH ID and password to log in) 
 

        
 

Course Description 
This lower-division survey course examines a three-hundred-year interval known as 
the early modern period of European history. How did the people of Europe, and 
Western Europe in particular, transform their societies from relative economic and 
technological backwaters in comparison to China and the Islamic world in 1500 C.E. 
to economic and political superpowers by 1800 C.E.? What aspects of contemporary 
culture can be traced back to early modern European societies? How were the 
problems early modern Europeans faced and the solutions they developed similar to 
our own and how were they different? In an attempt to address these questions, this 
course will focus on a range of topics, including religious power and conflict, property 
and crime, gender and sexuality, scientific inquiry, witchcraft, colonial expansion, and 
the transatlantic slave trade.  
 
Through a combination of lectures, class discussions, films, and course readings, 
students will be introduced to the major historical concepts, issues of concern, and 
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historical scholarship on the period, with an emphasis on developing oral 
communication skills and critical thinking. Students will develop their skills in critical 
thinking by gathering textual evidence and interweaving it into logical arguments 
produced in dialogue with course readings and lectures. Since this is an Oral 
Communication (OC) Focus course, particular attention will be paid to oral 
communication skills and techniques. 35% of your overall course grade will be based 
on oral components.  

 
 

Note on Credit Hours and Workload 
The UHWO Credit Hour Policy states that students in a 3-credit course are expected to 
devote a minimum of 9-hours a week (135 hours/semester) on course related work (see 
UHWO General Catalog). To achieve adequate learning in this course, it is expected that 
students will need to devote a minimum of 9 hours a week attending scheduled class 
meetings, completing assigned readings and response papers, reviewing lecture notes, 
preparing for oral presentations, and studying for class quizzes and the final exam.  

 
 

Required Books 
Texts for the course are as follows, and are available at The West Shop: UHWO 
Bookstore. They can also be purchased very cheaply through any of the major online 
vendors (amazon.com, bn.com, bookfinder.com, half.com, etc.), especially if you are 
willing to settle for used copies. I have also placed copies of all four books placed on 
reserve at the UHWO Library.  
 

• Brown, Judith C. Immodest Acts: The Life of a Lesbian Nun in Renaissance 
Italy. New York: Oxford University Press, 1986. 

• Davis, Natalie Zemon. The Return of Martin Guerre. Cambridge: Harvard 
University Press, 1983.  

• Harms, Robert. The Diligent: A Voyage Through the Worlds of the Slave 
Trade. Basic Books, 2003. 

• Olin, John C., ed. The Autobiography of St. Ignatius. New York: Fordham 
University Press, 1992. (the newer edition is fine too) 

 
Additional Reading: 

• Nancy Shoemaker, “Kateri Tekakwitha’s Tortuous Path to Sainthood,” in 
Nancy Shoemaker, ed., Negotiators of Change: Historical perspectives on 
Native American Women (New York: Routledge, 1995), 49-71. (available on 
Laulima) 
 

All the other required readings listed here are available as a PDF file on our Laulima 
course website, entitled “Course Reader.” Note: these documents have been 
excerpted so that the average only 2-3 pages in length. If you elect to search for 
these items online, you are likely to access much longer versions, so please stick to 
the excerpts provided in our Course Reader. You should download and/or print out 
all of the documents and bring the appropriate one(s) with you to class on the 
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corresponding day. All weekly reading assignments should be completed by our 
class meeting on Wednesday at the latest. 
 
 

Primary Sources 
- Christopher Columbus, “Selections from Journal,” ca. 1491 – 1506 (Week 1) 
- Martin Luther, “On the Freedom of a Christia,” 1520 (Week 2) 
- Council of Trent, “The Tridentine Creed,” 1564 (Week 3) 
- St. Ignatius of Loyola, “Spiritual Exercises,” 1548 (Week 3) 
- Jacob Bidermann, “Cenodoxus,” 1602 (Week 4—pdf file on Laulima) 
- Sor Juana Ines de la Cruz de Asbaje y Ramirez de Santillana, The Answer (La 

Repuesta), 1691 (Week 5) 
- Excerpt from Miguel Cervantes, Don Quixote (Week 5) 
- “The First English Coffeehouses,” 1670 – 1675 (Week 7) 
- “Social Conditions in 17th Century France,” 1649-1652 (Week 8) 
- De Thou, “St. Bartholomew Day’s Massacre, 1572,” 1659 – posthumously 

(Week 9) 
- “The Crime of Galileo,” 1633 (Week 10) 
- David Hume, “On Miracles,” ca. 1760s (Week 10) 
- Malleus Maleficarum (The Hammer Against Witches), 1487 (Week 11) 
- Thomas Mun, “England’s Treasure by Foreign Trade,” ca. 1630s (Week 12) 
- Daniel Defoe, “The Complete English Tradesman,” 1724 (Week 12) 
- Pierre Cholonec, “The Life of Catherine Tekakwitha: The First Iroquois Virgin” 

(Week 13) 
- Adam Smith, excerpt from The Wealth of Nations, 1776 (Week 14) 
- Olaudah Equiano, excerpts from the Life of Gustavus Vassa, 1789 (Week 14) 
- Jean-Benigne Bossuet, Politics Drawn from the Very Words of Holy Scripture, 

1709 – posthumously (Week 15) 
- Voltaire, “A Treatise on Toleration,” 1763 (Week 15) 
 

 
Student Learning Objectives 

By the end of this course, you should be able to: 
§ SLO1: Write, document, and support a historical argument regarding early 

modern European history, presenting sound evidence in an orderly and logical 
chain of reasoning [CLO-1, DLO-4, ILO-1] 

§ SLO2: Deliver oral presentations and lead class discussions on course 
readings and major concepts and themes in early modern European history 
[CLO-2, DLO-5, ILO-1]  

§ SLO3: Analyze and demonstrate a knowledge of historical developments in 
Europe between 1500 and 1800 [CLO-3, DLO-6, ILO-3]  

§ SLO4: Make clear historical arguments and develop them using recognized 
historical methods [CLO-4, DLO-3, ILO-4]  

§ SLO5: Use primary source documents as well as other sources such as 
novels, film, music, or art to analyze historical issues in early modern Europe 
[CLO-5, DLO-1 and 2, ILO-2]  
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§ SLO6: Demonstrate knowledge of artistic and philosophical endeavor through 
the study of works and primary sources from European societies between 
1500 and 1800 [GELO 5] 

 
 
 

Grading Scale 
93 – 100% = A 80 – 82% = B- 67 – 69% = D+ 
90 – 92% = A- 77 – 79% = C+ 63 – 66% = D 
87 – 89% = B+ 73 – 76% = C 60 – 62% = D- 
83 – 86% = B 70 – 72% = C- 59% and below = F 

 
 
 

Course Requirements and Grading Criteria 
 

Response Papers (4x)*  20% SLO1, 4, and 5 
Pop quizzes (4x)+ 5% SLO 3 and 6 
Leading Class Discussions 10% SLO 2 
Mock Press Conference 10% SLO 2 
Map Quiz (Sep. 18) 5% SLO 3 
Oral Presentation 10% SLO 2 and 4 
Attendance and Participation  15% --- 
Final Exam (4/5 written, 1/5 oral) 25% SLO 3, 5, and 6 
TOTAL POINTS 100  

*Although there are four typed response papers, only your best three will count towards your 
final grade.  
+These are “surprise” (short) multiple-choice quizzes based on lectures and readings.  
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Response Papers (SLO 1, 4, and 5) 
You must submit four 400-word response papers over the course of the semester, 
due every four class weeks. There will be a different assigned response question 
each week, and the sets of questions will be posted on Laulima. Each question asks 
you to respond to the readings for that week only. (Question 1A is for the Week 1 
readings, Question 1B for the Week 2 readings… Question 2A is for the Week 5 
readings, Question 2B is for the Week 6 readings, etc.). You will therefore have four 
chances to complete each response paper. Late papers will not be accepted. Here 
are some guidelines for the organization of your response papers. A detailed writing 
rubric will be posted on Laulima during the first week of the course: 
 

• Use the assigned question to analyze portions of the assigned text(s). Do not 
merely summarize the text or – even worse – fail to address the assigned 
readings altogether.  

• Try to make connections between the assigned readings, lectures, and other 
course materials – show me that you are critically thinking about the ideas. 

• Organize each paragraph around an arguable claim in the form of a topic 
sentence. A topic sentence should typically come at the start of a paragraph.  

• Support your claims with specific examples and evidence from the text. 
Explain clearly how each piece of evidence supports the claim. 

• Cite your sources, even if you do not quote an author word-for-word. You may 
use in-text parenthetical format, like this (Davis, 74).  

• Proofread for grammar, spelling, and punctuation errors.  
 

 
 

Student-Led Discussions (SLO 2) 
Each student will be assigned a discussion partner and together this pair will be 
responsible for leading about fifteen minutes of class discussion. You will be 
assigned a specific chapter or section of an assigned text. You will then be expected 
to choose two specific sentences or passages you wish to discuss with your 
classmates, in addition to identifying a theme and devising two or three discussion 
questions related to that phrase or passage. Since these student-led discussions are 
usually scheduled a week before your essay deadlines, they should also help you 
prepare for those writing assignments. 
 
 

Mock Press Conference (SLO 2) 
We will hold mock press conferences during eight different class sessions, as 
indicated on the course outline below. At the start of the semester, each student will 
choose one person from a list of important figures from early modern European 
history (Martin Luther, Queen Elizabeth I, Galileo, etc.). Each student will hold a 
mock press conference during the semester, taking on the persona of his/her chosen 
historical figure. Classmates will play the role of early modern “news reporters” and 
pose historically appropriate questions. You will receive a grading rubric in advance.  
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Oral Presentations (SLO 2 and 4) 
Three class sessions have been set aside for oral presentations. Each student will be 
assigned a specific thematic, conceptual, and/or historical question related to a 
particular aspect of European civilization between 1500 and 1800. Each student will 
respond to this question during a ten-minute presentation to the class. In addition to 
examining relevant information contained in course readings and lectures, students 
will be expected to gather evidence from outside–but reliable–sources. A grading 
rubric will be posted in advance on Laulima.  
 
 

Final Exam (SLO 3, 5, and 6) 
There will be an in-class final exam during finals week, consisting primarily of essay 
questions and short-answer “ID” questions. However, the final exam will also contain 
a one-on-one ten-minute oral examination session with the instructor. The written 
component will count for 80% of the exam grade, while the oral component is worth 
20% of the exam grade.  
 
 

Class Schedule 
Students are expected to read all assigned readings before class begins. Be sure to check 
your UH email account and our course website on Laulima regularly for postings, updates, 
and announcements. Please note that you only need to submit ONE response paper for 
each three-to-four-week course segment. You should be prepared to discuss the weekly 
readings when you come to class on Wednesday.  

 
Theme One: Religion 

Date Lesson Plan Due today 
Week 1 

August 26 
Course Overview 

Lecture 1: 
The Catholic World 

- Bring a copy of the syllabus to class 
with you. 

August 28 - Film clip: The Messenger 
(1999)  
- skill focus: primary sources 

- read Columbus, “Selections” (Course 
Reader) 
- read Autobiography of St. Ignatius, 
introduction, ch. 1 and 2 

Week 2 
September 2 

 
No Class: Labor Day! 

 

 

September 4 Lecture 2: 
Martin Luther and The 

Reformation 
 

- read Luther, “Freedom” (Course 
Reader) 
- read Autobiography of St. Ignatius, ch. 
3, 4 and 5 

Week 3 
September 9 

Lecture 3: 
St. Ignatius and the Jesuits 

 

 

September 
11 

 

 
- Mock Press Conference 1 
- Student-Led Discussion: St. 
Ignatius 

- read “Tridentine Creed” (Course 
Reader) 
- read St. Ignatius, “Spiritual Exercises” 
(Course Reader) 
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- read Autobiography of St. Ignatius, ch. 
6, 7, and 8 

Week 4 
September 

16 

Lecture 4: 
The Jesuits’ Global Mission 

 

September 
18 

- Map Quiz: Reformation Europe 
- Student Play: Cenodoxus 
(1602) 

- read Bidermann, “Cenodoxus” (Laulima) 
- read Autobiography of St. Ignatius, ch. 
9, 10, and 11 
- deadline for response paper #1 

 
 

Theme Two: Family and Society  
Date Topic Due today 

Week 5 
September 

23 

Lecture 5: 
Gender and Sexuality 

 

September 
25 

- Film clip: Elizabeth: The Golden 
Age (2008) 
- Mock Press Conference 2 

- read Immodest Acts, introduction and 
ch. 1 
- read Sor Juana, The Answer (Course 
Reader) 
- read Don Quixote (Course Reader) 

Week 6 
September 

30 

Lecture 6: 
Children and the Family 

 

  

October 2 - Skill focus: critical reading 
- Mock Press Conference 3 
 

- read Immodest Acts, ch. 2 and 3 
 

Week 7 
October 7 

(Short) Lecture 7: 
Gift Giving  

- Student-Led Discussion: 
Immodest Acts 

 

October 9 - Oral Presentations: Session 1 - read Immodest Acts, ch. 4, 5, and 
epilogue 
- read “English Coffeehouses” (Course 
Reader) 
- deadline for essay #2 

 
 

Theme Three: Reason and the Law 
Date Topic Due today 

Week 8 
October 14 

Lecture 8: 
Property and Crime 

 

 

October 16 - Mock Press Conference 4 
- Skill focus: paragraph 
organization 

- read The Return of Martin Guerre, 
introduction and ch. 1, 2, and 3 
- read “Social Conditions” (Course 
Reader) 

Week 9 
October 21 

Lecture 9: 
Guest—Dr. Matt Lauzon 
St. Bartholomew’s Day 
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Massacre 
October 23 - Mock Press Conference 5 

- Film clip: Galileo (1975) 
 

- read Martin Guerre, ch. 4, 5, and 6 
- read De Thou, “Massacre” (Course 
Reader) 

Week 10 
October 28 

Lecture 10: 
Science and Medicine 

 

 

October 30 - Student-led discussion: Return 
of Martin Guerre 
- Mock Press Conference 6 

- read Martin Guerre, 7, 8, and 9 
- read “Crime of Galileo” (Course Reader) 
- read Hume, “On Miracles” (Course 
Reader) 

Week 11 
November 4 

Lecture 11: 
The War Against Witchcraft 

 

 

November 6  - Bertrande’s Trial 
- Mock Witch Trial 

- read Malleus Maleficarum (Course 
Reader) 
- read Martin Guerre, ch. 10, 11, and 12 
- deadline for essay #3 

 
 

Theme Four: Europe and the World 
Date Topic Due today 

Week 12 
November 

11 

 
No Class: Veterans’ Day! 

 

 

November 
13 

Lecture 12: 
Overseas Settlements 

- Film Clip: Black Robe (1998) 

- read Harms, The Diligent, xi-xxi, Part 1 
(p. 3-28), Part 3 (p. 65-86) 
- Defoe, “English Tradesman” (Course 
Reader) 
- read Mun, “England’s Treasure” 
(Course Reader) 

Week 13 
November 

18 

Lecture 13: 
Hybridization: The Life of 

Catherine Tekakwitha 

 

November 
20 

 
- Oral Presentation: Session 2 

- read Harms, The Diligent, Parts 4 and 5 
(p. 89-148) 
- read Chollonec, “Catherine 
Tetkakwitha” (Course Reader) 
- read “Tekakwitha’s Tortuous Path to 
Sainthood” (pdf file on Laulima) 

Week 14 
November 

25 

Lecture 14: 
The Transatlantic Slave Trade 

 

November 
27 

Film Clip: The Middle Passage 
(2002) 
- Student Led Discussion: The 
Diligent 

- read Harms, The Diligent, Part 8 (p. 
225-241), Part 10 (p. 295-329) 
- read Smith, Wealth of Nations (Course 
Reader) 
- read Equiano, “Letter to the Queen” 
(Course Reader) 
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Week 15 
December 2 

 Lecture 15: 
Europe’s Political Order 
Film clip: Ridicule (2004) 

 

December 4  
- Oral Presentations: Session 3 

- read Harms, The Diligent, Part 11 (p. 
333-375), Part 12 (379-395) 
- read Bossuet, Politics (Course Reader) 
- read Voltaire, “Toleration” (Course 
Reader) 
- deadline for essay #4 

Final Exam: Wednesday, December 11, 12:00 – 2:00 pm 
Note: you will also need to sign up for the ten-minute oral portion of your final exam.  

 
 

Participation and attendance 
A major part of your grade will consist of course attendance and participation. I will 
take attendance and those of you with more than three unexcused absences will 
have their grades severely reduced. Every two late arrivals and/or early departures 
will typically be weighted the same as one absence.  

• A: Always participates in class, and comes with an excellent grasp of the readings. 
Careful to let others speak, and respects their opinions. Shows active engagement 
with the class readings, and helps serve as a “spark” in the class. B: Attends class 
regularly and participates. Shows competencies in the readings.  

• C: Rarely misses class and participates satisfactorily with some attention to the 
assigned readings.  

• D: Misses more than a quarter of the classes or does not participate in discussions. 
Shows little evidence of completing the assigned readings. Can also be disruptive in 
class. 

• F: Misses more than forty percent of class meetings or does not participate in 
discussions and activities. Is disruptive in class or disrespects classmates and/or 
instructor. 
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Policies, Responsibilities, and Expectations 

Violating the course expectations will hurt your overall grade 
1. You should always treat your fellow classmates (as well as your instructor) with 

courtesy and respect, and you should appreciate differences of opinion. Bullying 
or discrimination based on race, ethnicity, gender, religious beliefs, sexual 
preference, age, or any other factor is not permitted in our classroom.  

2. UH West O`ahu students are expected to devote 9 hours per week to each 
course. Since our class meets for less than 3 hours per week, you should be 
spending slightly more than 6 hours per week outside of the classroom working 
on course readings and assignments.  

3. You are expected to abide by the university’s policy on academic honesty, 
including the university’s policy on plagiarism. When composing written 
assignments, do not simply cut and paste materials from the Internet. Trying to 
pass off someone else’s work as your own is the most severe form of plagiarism.   

4. Be sure to bring copies of weekly assigned documents and readings to class 
meetings on Wednesday. 

5. Turn off your cell phones and blackberries when you enter the classroom. (Yes, 
turn them off. Setting them to “vibrate” mode is not going to cut it.) Cell phone 
use during class time is not permitted. That includes sending and receiving text 
messages. If you have an emergency and expect to receive a text or call during 
class, you must get my permission before class starts. Laptops may only be 
used to follow and record course content. Do not do work for other courses 
during our class time. You may be marked absent if you violate any of these 
policies. You will be provided a 5-minute break during lectures to check your cell 
phone or text messages and to use the restroom.  

6. Be seated and prepared to begin class at 12:30 sharp. Tell me before class if 
you need to leave early and try not to disturb the class if you arrive late. Do not 
chat or create disturbances during class time. If you wish to ask a question 
during the course lecture, raise your hand and wait to be acknowledged.   

7. By enrolling in this course, you agree to complete an eCafe course evaluation 
before the close of the term. Your instructor will not be able to access the results 
of these evaluations until course grades have been submitted.  

8. If you have personal issues you need to discuss, you are always welcome (and 
encouraged) to visit me during my scheduled office hours. If you have a 
scheduling conflict, I will do my best to arrange a separate meeting with you. 
Please do not wait until the course is over to inform me of a significant problem.   

9. You are welcome to email me at alan3@hawaii.edu whenever you have a 
question or concern. However, please allow at least a 24-hour window for a 
response. I will usually reply to emails sooner than this, but I am not wired into 
my router 24 hours a day, especially at nights or on the weekend. 

10. This course will make regular use of Laulima for postings, announcements, and 
course content. It is your responsibility to make sure that your Laulima account is 
active and to visit our Laulima course website regularly.  

11. UH West O’ahu is committed to providing students with disabilities equal access 
to courses, programs, facilities, and activities. If you have a disability or a 
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condition that requires special accommodations, please inform the Student 
Services Office (689-2800) immediately. You are also encouraged to consult me 
at the start of the term so that I can assist you.  

12. I reserve the right to change readings, assignments, and course content, but I 
will be sure to notify the class in a timely manner.   

 
Special Note: If you have heavy work/family responsibilities that affect your participation in 
this course, please meet privately with me or email me to discuss your needs. I will make 
reasonable efforts to accommodate you. However, do keep in mind that I cannot reduce the 
class workload just for you alone. 

 
 

Plagiarism 
As this is a History course, you are expected to cite your sources carefully. The 
easiest way to cite your sources is to use in-text parenthetical references, like this 
(Davis, 57). Your grade will suffer if you do not cite your sources. All students agree 
to submit their paper(s) to www.turnitin.com if and when instructed to do so.  
 
You are responsible for knowing the University of Hawai’i policy on academic 
dishonesty. Here’s an excerpt from the university web page on student conduct 
(http://www.uhwo.hawaii.edu/policies): 

“Cheating includes, but is not limited to, giving or receiving unauthorized 
assistance during an examination; obtaining unauthorized information about 
an examination before it is given; using inappropriate or unallowable sources 
of information during an examination; falsifying data in experiments and other 
research; altering the record of any grade; altering answers after an 
examination has been submitted; falsifying any official University record; or 
misrepresenting the facts in order to obtain exemptions from course 
requirements.” 
“Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to, submitting in fulfillment of an 
academic requirement, any document that has been copied in whole or in part 
from another individual's work without attributing that portion to the individual; 
neglecting to identify as a quotation, another's idea and particular phrasing 
that was not assimilated into the student's language and style or paraphrasing 
a passage so that the reader is misled as to the source; submitting the same 
written or oral material in more than one course without obtaining authorization 
from the instructors involved.” 

YOU MUST CITE YOUR SOURCES.  
• When completing a written assignment, do not “cut and paste” from the 

Internet under any circumstances, especially without citing your sources. This 
constitutes plagiarism, and if these Internet sources are not cited, it constitutes 
the worst form of plagiarism, namely attempting to pass off someone else’s 
work as your own.  

• You will receive an automatic “F” for this class and be reported to the 
university should you choose to submit plagiarized work.   


