
University of Hawai‘i – West O‘ahu: Spring 2014 
History 443 (WI): Nazi Germany (69199) 

MON/WED, 12:30 – 1:50 pm 
Fulfills campus-wide DH and WI requirements 

 
Instructor: Dr. Alan Rosenfeld Classroom: D-151 Office: D 109 
Office Hours: MON, 11-12 and 2-3; WED, 11-12; and by appointment 
Phone: 689-2351   Email: alan3@hawaii.edu 
Course website: https://laulima.hawaii.edu/portal/site/WOA.69199.201430   
(Log in through Laulima: UH login ID and password required) 
 

 
 

Course Description 
This upper-division, writing-intensive course will examine the dramatic rise and fall of 
the Nazi movement in Germany, beginning with the turbulent political climate of the 
1920s and moving through the Second World War. The course will place the rise and 
fall of the Nazi party within a broader social context by looking at the political, artistic, 
and sexual experimentation of the Weimar Period (1919-1933) and the National 
Socialist response to the challenges of modernity: the construction of a utopian 
“racial state” and a German-dominated world order. We will study the structure of the 
Nazi state, the culture wars of the 1920s and 1930s, the significance of Hitler in the 
Third Reich, the march toward World War, and the Nazis’ “war against the Jews” – 
the Holocaust.   
 
Since this is a writing-intensive course, in addition to the standard focus on historical 
content, a considerable amount of class time has been allocated to skill 
development.  In fact, each week of the course features a specific target writing (or 
reading) skill, as outlined in the course schedule below. This course also places a 
greater emphasis on assignment drafts, editing, student-instructor conferences, and 
revision than most traditional courses. Monday meetings will consist primarily of 
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content lectures. Wednesday meetings will be more student-centered and will include 
document analysis and class discussions of assigned readings, as well as a great 
variety of film clips. Each Wednesday we will also work on a specific reading and/or 
writing skill.  
 
 

Required Books 
Texts for the course are as follows, and should be available at the new UH West 
O`ahu Bookstore. They can also be purchased cheaply through any of the major 
online vendors (amazon.com, bn.com, bookfinder.com, half.com, etc.), especially if 
you are willing to settle for used books. Finally, I have arranged for copies of all four 
books to be placed on reserve at the UHWO Library.  

• Bendersky, Joseph W. A Concise History of Nazi Germany. Lanham: Rowman 
and Littlefield Publishers, 2014. (older editions are acceptable, but they will be 
missing the final two chapters)  

• Bergen, Doris L. War & Genocide: A Concise History of the Holocaust. 
Lanham: Rowman and Littlefield Publishers, Inc., 2010. (the older edition is 
also fine) 

• Moeller, Robert G. The Nazi State and German Society: A Brief History in 
Documents. Boston and New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2010.  

 
Additional Required Readings (available as pdf files on Laulima): 

• Britannica On-Line, “Germany from 1871-1918,” and “Germany from 1918 to 
1933.”  

• Barron, Stepahnie. “1937: Modern Art and Politics in Prewar Germany.” In 
Stephanie Barron, “Degenerate Art”: The Fate of the Avant-Garde in Nazi 
Germany. Los Angeles: Los Angeles Museum of Art, 1991. 9-24.  

• Lewy, Jonathan. “A Sober Reich? Alcohol and Tobacco Use in Nazi 
Germany.” Substance Use and Misuse 41 (2006): 1179-1195.  

• Milton, Sybil. “Gypsies and the Holocaust.” The History Teacher 24, no. 4 
(1991): 375-387.  

• Moeller, Robert G. “The Third Reich in Postwar German Memory.” In Jane 
Caplan, ed., Short Oxford History of Germany: The Third Reich. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2007.  

• Moritz, William. “Film Censorship during the Nazi Era.” In Stephanie Barron, 
ed., “Degenerate Art”: The Fate of the Avant-Garde in Nazi Germany. Los 
Angeles: Los Angeles Museum of Art, 1991.185-92.  

• Noakes, “Social Outcasts in Nazi Germany. History Today 35, no. 12 (1985): 
15-19.  

• Rentschler, Eric. “The Testament of Dr. Goebbels.” Film History 8, no. 3 
(1996): 316-326.  

 
 

German Identities 
Beginning in Week 2, each student in the class will be assigned a German identity. 
You will use this unique identity throughout the course, both during class discussions 
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and in your second writing assignment. The purpose behind this series of activities is 
to help develop your sense of historical empathy by putting yourself in the shoes of a 
“real” person in Nazi Germany. Make sure that as of Week 3, you know who you are 
supposed to be. Be sure to bring your assigned identity description with you to class 
in subsequent weeks so that you can take part in class discussions from the 
perspective of your assigned persona.  
 
 

Student Learning Outcomes 
By the end of this course, you should be able to: 

§ SLO 1: Write, document, and support a historical argument regarding a 
particular aspect of Nazi Germany, presenting sound evidence in an orderly 
and logical chain of reasoning [CLO-1, DLO-4, ILO-1]  

§ SLO 2: Conceptualize and articulate realistic historical perspectives of people 
living under Nazi rule  [CLO-2, DLO-5, ILO-1]  

§ SLO 3: Critically analyze historical developments in Germany and Europe 
leading up to and during the Nazis’ time in power [CLO-3, DLO-6, ILO-3] 

§ SLO 4: Make clear historical arguments concerning German history between 
1918 and 1945 and develop them using recognized historical methods [CLO-
4, DLO-3, ILO-4]  

§ SLO 5: Use a variety of texts and primary-source documents to analyze 
events, issues, and developments in Germany between 1918 and 1945 
multiple perspectives [CLO5, DLO-1 and 2, ILO-2] 

§ SLO 6: Develop a sense of historical empathy for the victims of Nazi violence 
and the ability to understand the mentalities and worldviews of the 
perpetrators of that violence [CLO-3, DLO-6, ILO-3] 

 
 

Course Requirements and Grading Criteria 
Grade Component SLO % Words 
+Writing assignment #1: primary sources SLO 5 10 500 
+Writing assignment #2: mock diary SLO 2, 6 10 750 
+Writing assignment #3: image analysis SLO 5 15 1,250 
Writing participation* SLO 1 10 --- 
Pop lecture quizzes (5x) SLO 3 10 --- 
Attendance and participation (including eCafe) SLO 2, 6 15 --- 
+Final project: Historical Analysis Essay SLO 1, 3, 4, 5 30 2,500 
TOTAL POINTS  100 5,000 

*Includes peer editing, rough drafts, and completion of other in-class writing skills activities 
+Students must submit these papers to our class website on www.turnitin.com.  

 
 
Grading Scale 

93 – 100% = A 80 – 82% = B- 67 – 69% = D+ 
90 – 92% = A- 77 – 79% = C+ 63 – 66% = D 
87 – 89% = B+ 73 – 76% = C 60 – 62% = D- 
83 – 86% = B 70 – 72% = C- 59% and below = F 
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Participation and attendance 

A major part of your grade will consist of course attendance and participation and I 
will keep a detailed record of both. Students with three or more absences will have 
their attendance and participation grades reduced. Every two late arrivals and/or 
early departures will typically be weighted the same as one absence.  
 

• A: Always participates in class, and comes with an excellent grasp of the readings. 
Careful to let others speak, and respects their opinions. Shows active engagement 
with the class readings, and helps serve as a “spark” in the class. Completes the 
eCafe course evaluation.  

• B: Attends class regularly and participates. Shows familiarity with and compression of 
the assigned readings.  

• C: Rarely misses class and participates satisfactorily with some attention to the 
assigned readings.  

• D: Misses more than a quarter (seven or more) of the classes and/or does not 
participate in discussions. Shows little evidence of completing the assigned readings. 
Can also be disruptive in class. 

• F: Misses more than forty percent of class meetings and/or does not participate in 
discussions and activities. Is disruptive in class or disrespects classmates and/or the 
instructor. Does not complete the eCafe course evaluation.  

 
 

Course Outline 
Students are expected to read all assigned readings before class begins. Be sure to 
check our course website on Laulima regularly for postings, updates, and 
announcements. You should be prepared to discuss the weekly readings when you 
come to class on Wednesday.  
 

I: The Nazi Movement 
 

Date Lesson Due today 
Week 1 

 
January 13 

Course introduction 
Skill Focus: Using the UHWO 

Library research tools  

- Bring a copy of the syllabus to class with 
you. 
 

 
January 15 

Lecture: 
The Great War and the 
November Revolution 

- read “Germany from 1871-1918” 
(Laulima) 
- read “Germany from 1918 to 1933” 
(Laulima) 
- read document #1 (Moeller) 

Week 2 
January 20 

 
No Class – MLK Day! 

 

 
January 22 

Lecture: 
The Weimar Experiment 
- receive German identities  

- Film clip: Dr. Mabuse 

- read Bendersky, Nazi Germany, ch. 1, 
2, and 3 
- read “Introduction” (Moeller)  
- read documents #2 and 3 (Moeller) 

Week 3 
 

January 27 

Lecture: 
The Nazis’ Rise to Power 
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January 29 

 

Skill Focus: distinguishing 
primary and secondary 

sources  
Skill Focus: analyzing 

(primary-source) documents  
- Film clip: Hitler Youth Quex 

- read Bendersky, Nazi Germany, ch. 4 
and 5 
- read documents #4, 5, 6, and 8 
(Moeller) 

Week 4 
 

February 3 

Lecture: 
The Nazis at the Wheel 

 

 

 
February 5 

 
Film clip: Triumph of the Will 
Skill Focus: understanding 

plagiarism 

- read Bendersky, Nazi Germany, ch. 6 
and 7 
- read documents #10, 14, 15, and 16 
(Moeller) 

 

   
 
 

II: Living in Nazi Germany 
 

Date Topic Due today 
Week 5 

 
February 10 

Lecture: 
Race and Gender in the Nazi 

State 

 

 
February 12 

 
Skill Focus: image analysis 

 

*Primary-Source Assignment due (500 
words) 
- read Bendersky, Nazi Germany, ch. 8 and 
9 
- read documents #20, 22, 24, 30, and 31 
(Moeller) 

Week 6 
 

February 17 

 
No Class – Presidents’ Day! 
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February 19 Lecture: 
Nazi Cinema 

 

*Final Project topic statement due 
- read Bendersky, Nazi Germany, ch. 10 
and 11 
- read Rentschler, “Testament of Dr. 
Goebbels” (Laulima) 
- read document #13 

Week 7 
 

February 24 

Lecture: 
“Degenerate” Art and Music 

 

 

 
February 26 

 
- Film clip: La Habanera  

 
Skill Focus: logic and 

argumentation 
 

*Mock Diary rough draft due 
- read Lewy, “Sober Reich?” 
- read “1937: Modern Art and Politics” 
(Laulima) 
- read “Film Censorship” (Laulima) 
- read documents #17 and 18 

Week 8 
 

March 3 

Lecture: 
Persecution of Homosexuals 

and the Disabled 

 

 
March 5 

 

 
Skill Focus: critical reading  

 
Film clip: Paragraph 175 

 

*Mock Diary final draft due (750 words) 
- read Bendersky, Nazi Germany, ch. 12 
- read Noakes, “Social Outcasts” (Laulima) 
- read documents #25, 26, 27, and 28 
(Moeller) 

 
 

III: Germany at War 
 

Date Topic Due today 
Week 9 

 
March 10 

Lecture: 
Germany Goes to War 

(Again) 

 

 
March 12 

 
Skill Focus: Chicago Style 
citations and bibliographies 

 
- Film Clip: Jud Suess  

*Historical Analysis Essay outline due 
(you must follow assigned format) 
- read Bergen, War and Genocide, ch. 1 and 
2 
- read documents #34, 36, and 37 (Moeller) 

Week 10 
 

March 17 

Lecture: 
The “Gypsy” Genocide 

 

 

 
March 19 

 
Skill Focus: *Peer-editing 

session 
 
 

*Image Assignment rough draft due 
- read Bergen, War and Genocide, ch. 3 
- read Milton, “Gypsies and the Holocaust” 
 - read document #29 (Moeller) 

Week 11 
 

March 31 

Lecture: 
Trouble on the Eastern Front 
 

 

 
April 2 

Skill Focus: common 
grammatical errors 

*Image Assignment final draft due (1,250 
words) 
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Skill Focus: paper and 
paragraph organization 

- Film clip: Enemy at the Gates 

- read Bergen, War and Genocide, ch. 4 
- read Bendersky, Nazi Germany, ch. 13  
- read documents #35, 38, 39, 52, and 53 
(Moeller) 

Week 12 
 

April 7 

Lecture: 
The “Final Solution” 

 

 

 
April 9 

Skill Focus: arguments of 
definition  

- Film clip: Der ewige Jude 

- read Bergen, War and Genocide, ch. 5 and 
6 
- read documents # 42, 44, 45, 46, 47, and 
49 (Moeller)  

 
 

IV: The Collapse of the “Thousand Year” Reich 
 

Date Topic Due today 
Week 13 

 
April 14 

- Film clip: Downfall 
- Sign up for student-instructor 
feedback session during Week 

14 

 

 
April 16 

 
Special Guest (DVS): 

Dr. Robert Moeller  
 

- read Bendersky, Nazi Germany, ch. 14 
- read Bergen, War and Genocide, ch. 7 
*Rough Draft of Historical Analysis Essay 
due 

Week 14 
 

April 21 

Lecture: 
The Downfall of Nazi 

Germany 

 

 
April 23 

 
- No class: individual student-
instructor feedback sessions 

(11:00 – 2:30) 

- read Bergen, War and Genocide, ch. 8 and 
conclusion 
- read documents #41, 54, 55, 57, 59 
(Moeller) 

Week 15 
 

April 28 

Lecture: 
After the Nazi Reich 

 

 

 
April 30 

 
Film clip: Rosenstrasse 

Skill Focus: using rhetorical 
devices 

 

- read Bendersky, Nazi Germany, ch. 15 and 
16 
- read Moeller “The Third Reich in Postwar 
German Memory” (Laulima) 
- read document # 58 (Moeller) 
*Final Draft of Historical Analysis Essay 
due (2,500 words) 

 
There is no final exam scheduled in this course – only the final essay.  
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Policies, Responsibilities, and Expectations 
 

1. You should always treat your fellow classmates (as well as your instructor) with 
courtesy and respect, and you should appreciate differences of opinion. 
Bullying or discrimination based on race, ethnicity, gender, religious beliefs, 
sexual preference, age, or any other factor is not permitted in our classroom.  

2. UH West O`ahu students are expected to devote nine hours per week to each 
course. Since our class meets for less than three hours per week, you should 
be spending at least six hours per week outside of the classroom working on 
course readings and assignments.  

3. You are expected to abide by the university’s policy on academic honesty, 
including the university’s policy on plagiarism. When composing written 
assignments, do not simply cut and paste materials from the Internet. Trying to 
pass off someone else’s work as your own is the most severe form of 
plagiarism.   

4. Be sure to bring copies of weekly assigned documents and readings to class 
meetings on Wednesday. 

5. Turn off your cell phones and blackberries when you enter the classroom. 
(Yes, turn them off. Setting them to “vibrate” mode is not going to cut it.) Cell 
phone use during class time is not permitted. That includes sending and 
receiving text messages. If you have an emergency and expect to receive a 
text or call during class, you must get my permission before class starts. 
Laptops may only be used to follow and record course content. Do not do work 
for other courses during our class time. You may be marked absent if you 
violate any of these policies. You will be provided a 5-minute break during 
lectures to check your cell phone or text messages and to use the restroom.  

6. Be seated and prepared to begin class on time. Tell me before class if you 
need to leave early and try not to disturb the class if you arrive late. Do not chat 
or create disturbances during class time. If you wish to ask a question during 
the course lecture, raise your hand and wait to be acknowledged.   

7. Students agree to complete an eCafe course evaluation before the close of the 
term. Your instructor will not be able to access the results of these evaluations 
until course grades have been submitted.  

8. If you have personal issues you need to discuss, you are always welcome (and 
encouraged) to visit me during my scheduled office hours. If you have a 
scheduling conflict, I will do my best to arrange a separate meeting with you. 
Please do not wait until the course is over to inform me of a significant problem.   

9. You are welcome to email me at alan3@hawaii.edu whenever you have a 
question or concern. However, please allow at least a 24-hour window for a 
response. I will usually reply to emails sooner than this, but I am not wired into 
my router 24 hours a day, especially at nights or on the weekend. (Do not email 
me at noreply@laulima.hawaii.edu. Your email will be sent to a message center 
and may never reach me.) 

10. This course will make regular use of Laulima for postings, announcements, 
and course content. It is your responsibility to make sure that your Laulima 
account is active and to visit our Laulima course website regularly.  
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11. UH West O’ahu is committed to providing students with disabilities equal 
access to courses, programs, facilities, and activities. If you have a disability or 
a condition that requires special accommodations, please inform the Student 
Services Office (689-2800) immediately. You are also encouraged to consult 
me at the start of the term so that I can assist you.  

12. I reserve the right to change readings, assignments, and course content, but I 
will be sure to notify the class in a timely manner.   

 
Special Note: If you have heavy work/family responsibilities that affect your participation in 
this course, please meet privately email me to discuss your needs.  I will make reasonable 
efforts to accommodate you. But do remember that you are expected to do a full load upper-
division semester work. In other words, I cannot reduce the class workload just for you alone. 
 
 

  
 

 
Plagiarism 

As this is an upper-division history course, you are expected to use proper citation 
styles in order to acknowledge any facts and ideas you have taken from another 
source. You are responsible for knowing the University of Hawai’i policy on academic 
dishonesty. Here’s a quote from the university web page on student conduct 
(http://www.uhwo.hawaii.edu/policies): 

• “Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to, submitting in fulfillment of an 
academic requirement, any document that has been copied in whole or in part 
from another individual's work without attributing that portion to the individual; 
neglecting to identify as a quotation, another's idea and particular phrasing 
that was not assimilated into the student's language and style or paraphrasing 
a passage so that the reader is misled as to the source; submitting the same 
written or oral material in more than one course without obtaining authorization 
from the instructors involved.” 

• *Note: since this is a writing-intensive course, we will be learning how to 
create citations and bibliographies in Chicago Style, the standard format for 
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the discipline of History. For earlier paper assignments, you are welcome to 
use simple parenthetical in-text references, providing the author’s name and 
page number, like this (Bergen, 126).  

• When completing a written assignment, do not “cut and paste” from the 
Internet under any circumstances, especially without citing your sources. This 
constitutes plagiarism, and if these Internet sources are not cited, it constitutes 
the worst form of plagiarism, namely attempting to pass off someone else’s 
work as your own.  

• You may receive an automatic “F” for this class and I will report you to the 
university should I catch you cheating. 

 
 

Turnitin Policy 
This course may make use of turnitin.com to guard against plagiarism. UH 
West O'ahu has a license agreement with iParadigms, LLC for the use of their 
plagiarism prevention and detection service (Turnitiin). By taking a course where 
Turnitin is used, you agree that your assigned work may be submitted to and 
screened by Turnitin. Turnitin rates work on originality based on exhaustive searches 
of billions of pages from both current and archived instances of the internet, millions 
of student papers previously submitted to Turnitin, and commercial databases of 
journal articles and periodicals. Turnitin does not make a determination if plagiarism 
has taken place. It makes an assessment of the submission's originality and reports 
that to the course instructor. These Originality Reports are tools to help your teacher 
locate potential sources of plagiarism in submitted papers. All papers submitted to 
Turnitin become part of Turnitin's reference database solely for the purpose of 
detecting plagiarism. Use of Turnitin is subject to the Usage Policy as posted on the 
Turnitin.com website.  


